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Greetings from Anne’s College!

The fall semester has been a busy but exciting one at the Anne Spencer Daves 
College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences. Our faculty members are 
working hard teaching our wonderful students and engaging in important 
research. Our students are learning the information they need for successful 
careers, and our alumni are doing amazing things in their respective fields. 
As stressful as our everyday lives can be, it’s important to pause and reflect 
on the community we are all a part of, and remind ourselves of the special 
connection we all share with one another through Florida State University.

In this issue of the Torch, we spotlight one of our most generous and accom-
plished alumnae, Dr. Sandy Schultz, whose career as both a coach and an 
educator touched countless lives — and her gift will impact countless more. 
We also caught up with two alumni who have the unique distinction of being 
the only husband and wife to have received Distinguished Alumni Awards 
from the college, Drs. Trish and Arthur Clements. Finally, we celebrated the 
budding career of Brooke Brennan, who is the social media content producer 
for the Oklahoma City Thunder professional basketball team. Alumni like 
these show our students the endless possibilities of what they can accomplish 
with a degree from Anne’s College, and we are proud to highlight their careers.

In addition to our alumni, we talked to our current faculty members pushing 
the boundaries in their respective fields. Dr. Garret Hall is exploring ways to 
improve the reliability of math assessment, while Drs. Ayesha Khurshid and 
Lama Jaber, their students and FSU colleagues are looking at the way other 
cultures approach education — and how we might incorporate that knowl-
edge in American classrooms.

There is always so much going on at Anne’s College, but we want to hear 
from you. We hope you’ll take the time to reach out with the latest updates 
by emailing us at annescollege@fsu.edu.

I wish you all the best, and as always, go Noles!

Damon P.S. Andrew, Ph.D., FNAK, FNAKHE
Dean and Professor
Anne Spencer Daves College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences
Florida State University

From the Dean

Cover photo by Muñoz Photography

https://annescollege.fsu.edu
mailto:annescollege%40fsu.edu?subject=
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A LEGACY OF 
GREATNESS
ALUMNA SANDY SCHULTZ
By Josh Duke

D r. Sandra ‘Sandy’ Schultz (Ph.D. Physical Education/Move-
ment Science, ‘85) is a modern-day Renaissance woman, a 
leader in the world of collegiate softball and volleyball, an 

avid world traveler, and an accomplished writer. Get to know her 
more, and you will discover her passion and talent extend even 
deeper into a variety of interests. In fact, plenty of people know 
Schultz as an accomplished horticulturist, an avid horse show 
judge, or an animal rescuer. 

At Florida State University, however, she is known for her gener-
osity above all else. One of the most generous supporters of the 
Anne Spencer Daves College of Education, Health, and Human 
Sciences, Schultz has transformed the future of the college with 
a generous gift that will endow the college’s deanship, provid-
ing support to multiple faculty positions. In addition, Schultz 
recently pledged generous support to FSU’s Unconquered 
Scholars Program, which provides services to students who have 
experienced foster care, homelessness, or other hardships. So, 
while there are many ways to have met Schultz, there are a few 
constants regardless of context: passion and talent for whatever 
she does, and her generosity.

FSU WOMEN HELPING WOMEN
Schultz chose Florida State University for her doctoral studies after 
meeting two Anne’s College faculty members who were already 
legends in FSU women’s sports: Drs. Janet Wells and Billie Jo Jones. 
Schultz recalls meeting them at a conference, and the exchange 
was so positive that she knew FSU was the right place for her.

As a student, she loved FSU Football and studying at Strozier 
Library. More than anything, though, she loved her professors. “I 
had the best professors,” Schultz said. “They were all just incredibly 
good, every single one of them. I loved going to class.”

Wells and Jones would go on to play a role in Schultz’s doctoral 
studies, as well. Jones served as her major professor on her 
doctoral committee, and Wells was both a committee member and 
proofreader for her dissertation. “There were no errors,” Schultz 
said proudly. “None. Not one single typo in 200 and something 
pages, and Janet had an eagle eye.”

Beyond their role as mentors and educators, Wells and Jones 
also generously opened their home to Schultz to help her finish 
her dissertation. “One time, I had to come back for a semester 
and work on my dissertation, because living in Miami and trying 
to teach at Miami Dade College, I could not get it done,” Schultz 
recalled. “I said, ‘Okay, I’m going to take a semester off at Miami 
Dade and go up there,’ and they let me stay in their house for a 
whole semester in their spare room. It was so incredibly nice. They 
were just wonderful.”

Schultz and Billie Jones

Schultz and Janet Wells with the Garnet and Gold Guys

Schultz getting hooded by Billie Jones

Photo by Muñoz Photography
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MAKING A NAME IN MIAMI
As she wrapped up her dissertation, Schultz was making a name 
for herself in a different way: as an up-and-coming softball and 
volleyball coach at Miami Dade College. Her time as coach actually 
began shortly after the first year of her doctoral studies. When the 
former Miami Dade College softball coach left for UCLA, Schultz 
saw an opportunity.

She interviewed, and, given her background playing volleyball 
and softball, she was offered the position and decided to talk to 
Jones. “I said, ‘Do you think I should come back, or should I take 
the job at Miami Dade?’ She says, ‘Take the job. Don’t blow that.’” 
That encouragement turned into 34 years as a successful coach 
and professor at Miami Dade College.

Schultz’s time at Miami Dade College was marked by major 
changes at the institution. For starters, it became a four-year 
degree-granting college. Under her leadership, the softball and 
volleyball teams became highly competitive and would often travel 
to play some of the best teams in the country, including Florida 
State, University of Florida, University of Central Florida, University 
of North Carolina, and more. During her time, Schultz also wrote 
five textbooks that explored concepts of fitness and wellness.

Despite these tremendous successes, Schultz is also fondly 
remembered for smaller accomplishments and personalized 
attention. Arlene Colson was a softball pitcher at Miami Dade 
College under Schultz. Colson recalls the transformative impact 
Schultz had on her life. “I played softball all my life, and she, by 
far, was my favorite coach,” said Colson. “She was just so kind and 
caring. She was a big part of my life, so much so that she went to 
my wedding when I got married.”

Colson was amazed at Schultz’s understanding of softball. “She 
knew her sport,” she said. “She taught it well — she taught us a 
lot, taught me a lot, and I thought I knew softball by the time I got 
there, but she definitely taught me some skills.” 

She also recalls Schultz going above and beyond routinely for her 
players and students, but one memory stands out particularly. 
Colson, covering third base, broke her thumb when an opposing 
player slid into the base. Schultz personally took Colson to nearby 
Shands Hospital. After treating the break, the doctor instructed 
Colson to keep her hand raised above her heart, her hand splinted 
in a gesture that looked like waving hello. Schultz took Colson from 
the hospital to team dinner, and when they arrived, Schultz had 
the entire team raise their hands in the same gesture in solidarity.

BEST OF THE BEST
Schultz made an impact at Miami Dade College, and as testament 
to her incredible talent, she was named the 2009 Florida Profes-
sor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching. The award recognized faculty members for their 
teaching prowess, scholarly contributions, institutional impact, 
and peer references. Schultz undoubtedly set a high standard in 
each of those categories during her time at Miami Dade College.

Jenny Krugman, longtime friend and former vice president for the 
southern region at The College Board, believes that the award 
was well deserved. “She was recognized by Miami Dade College 
and received an endowed teaching chair award from the college 
four times. That doesn’t happen, not in my experience,” Krugman 
said. “But she’s not an elitist, and she felt the mission of [Miami 
Dade College] was worthy of a lifetime of work, and so she gave 
the college that lifetime of work.”

Even after 25 years of friendship, Krugman says she still learns 
new things about Schultz that amaze her. She reflects on Schultz 
rescuing an abandoned dog in the middle of the Florida Turnpike. 
The dog, named Mickey because it resembled a mouse, is deaf and 
blind, but Krugman says Schultz will walk it every morning, first 
thing. “Her three adopted cats walk with them, too. I think that’s 
a testimony to the kind of person she is.”

FLORIDA STATE LEGACY
Beyond her myriad talents and accomplishments, her generos-
ity and love for FSU puts her in a league of her own. To Schultz, 
supporting Anne’s College just makes sense. “When I finished my 
tenure at Miami Dade College, I did work with the Dade County 
Public Schools as a consultant, and so I did see in Dade and 
Broward Counties a lot of graduates from Florida State College 
of Education, and there was not one of them that was bad,” said 
Schultz. “Every one of them was just incredible. So basically, my 
gift, I hope, will help attract more good administrators and good 
professors in our college.”

Assistant Dean for Development at Anne’s College Kevin Derry-
berry said, “Sandy has long been a leader in giving at Florida State 
University, serving two terms on the FSU Foundation board during 
the FSU Connect campaign that wrapped in 2006. 

“She was one of the very first donors to record a $1 million estate 
commitment to Anne’s College. As her estate has grown in value, 
she has revisited her conversations with Florida State University 
Foundation and Anne’s College to include additional programs 
such as a generous faculty support fund, an endowment that 
represents the first named deanship commitment at FSU, and, 
most recently, a generous $1 million commitment to support the 
Unconquered Scholars Program. Sandy‘s total estate commitment 
to Florida State University is now more than $6 million.”

“Sandy’s gift is historic, not just for Anne’s College but for the 
entire university,” said Anne’s College Dean, Damon Andrew. “Her 
support for FSU is unwavering, and knowing that a woman as 
amazing and accomplished as Sandy believes in us is an indescrib-
able feeling. This is the kind of transformational gift that will make 
an impact for generations to come.”

Reflecting on her lifetime of achievements, Schultz added about 
her gift, “I was rewarded, and others should be rewarded, too. I 
hope the gift helps the college be excellent — even more excel-
lent. I think that there’s no question, it’s the best, and one of the 
best in the United States, in my opinion. I want to keep it the best. 
That’s my legacy.” ∎
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PLANNED GIFTS
Planned gifts and estate commitments are an incred-
ible way to establish permanent support for Florida 
State University. Documenting an estate gift with 
Anne’s College allows us to plan for the future and 
provides benefits to donors whose ultimate charita-
ble contributions may not be possible within their life-
times. 

Schultz’ contribution via her estate follows in the model 
of her friends and mentors Dr. Janet Wells and Billie 
Jones whose estate commitment to the Janet Wells 
and Billie Jones Endowed Scholarship was first docu-
mented in 1999. After their passing in 2021, the Janet 
Wells and Billie Jones Endowed Scholarship received 
over $500,000 in support from their estate.  

Documenting a planned gift with FSU allows donors 
to designate the area that will best honor their legacy 
and includes membership in the Westcott Legacy Soci-
ety, with annual invitations to campus events, board 
activities, and more. To learn more about planned 
gifts to Anne’s College and FSU, please contact 
Assistant Dean Kevin Derryberry (850) 644-0565; 
kderryberry@fsu.edu.

VIDEO FEATURE
Learn more about the journey and 
impact of Sandy Schultz in our video 
feature: annescollege.fsu.edu/sandy

Schultz speaking at Miami Dade College

Schultz and 1979 Miami 

Dade College softball team

Schultz riding the famous show horse Dun Raven

Schultz at the Professor of the Year 

Ceremony in Washington with Miami Dade 

College President Dr. Eduardo Padron

tel:8506440565
mailto:kderryberry%40fsu.edu?subject=
http://annescollege.fsu.edu/sandy
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A MODEL 
FOR MATH 

SUCCESS
DR. GARRET HALL INVESTIGATES WAYS 

TO IMPROVE MATH ASSESSMENT
By Josh Duke

For those who humored this impromptu assignment, you might 
have noticed a sudden ramp-up in difficulty, and unless you typi-
cally use the quadratic formula, you probably struggled a bit more 
on the last question. Maybe you didn’t attempt to solve it at all, or 
maybe you mentally jotted down a random answer for c. Regard-
less, you probably got it wrong, and that’s okay! From a teaching 
perspective, a wrong answer is simply a data point to identify gaps 
in knowledge and what material needs to be taught or revisited.

However, Garret Hall wants to go deeper and provide more infor-
mation to educators and evaluators. Hall, an assistant professor 
in the School Psychology Program and the Combined Counseling 
and School Psychology program, has spent his career explor-
ing how students develop their academic skills, especially in the 
field of mathematics. Hall believes that applying novel statistical 
methods to math assessment can open up a whole new level of 
understanding of the way that students approach math problems.

NEED FOR BETTER MATH ASSESSMENT
Using the examples above, math clearly encompasses a wide 
range of concepts and difficulty. After all, it’s expected that every-
one except for the youngest students should be able to figure 
out the answer to 1+1. However, solving the quadratic formula 
requires a great deal more prior knowledge, from arithmetic to 
order of operations. By the time students learn the quadratic 
equations, educators hope they can quickly and accurately solve 
simpler problems. Traditional evaluation, like a test, might weigh 
those math problems differently to factor in their difficulty — on 
a test, 1+1 might have a point value of 1, whereas the quadratic 
formula might be worth 10 points, for instance — but how should 
those points be determined?

“That’s a decision that’s kind of made ahead of time,” said Hall. “And 
then it’s kind of an assumption. Like, “Oh yeah, we think this prob-
lem is twice as hard or worth twice as many points as the other, 
so then it’s weighted more in the overall score.’”

Hall, however, thinks there is a better way. Using students’ 
response time in answering math problems, teachers and eval-
uators can better understand students’ response processes and 
eventually make testing more reliable and valid. Psychometrics 
is the field of evaluating the reliability and validity psychological 
assessments, and while the concept is far from new, Hall is taking 
more advanced psychometric methods and applying them in a 
much more practical context.

MEASURING ABILITY
Hall wants to measure latent ability, which is not an easy thing 
to do. Latent ability in this context refers to the ability that an 
assessment is intended to measure, but that ability is not directly 
observable. The probability a person will correctly solve a simple 
math calculation problem is assumed to be caused by the person’s 
latent math ability, but we only observe the actual answer they 
give. “Theoretically, we don’t directly observe math calculation 
fluency,” he said. “We give a measure, and we get a score, and 
whether we calculate that score by hand or we do fancy statistics 
like I’m doing, either way we’re saying this score is coming from 
an ability that we did not directly measure.”

The problem, Hall says, is that trying to figure out this ability score 
requires a lot of assumptions. Just because one child scored better 
or worse on a test compared to her peers might not necessarily 
indicate her ability. “My argument is that when you calculate the 
score by hand using a paper and pencil measure, that’s an even 
rougher proxy for ability than if we capture response time and 
accuracy together.”

RIGHT AND WRONG
In Hall’s mind, there is a difference between being fast and wrong 
on some math problems and slow and accurate on other prob-
lems. While there are plenty of models that evaluate speed and 
accuracy of performance, Hall is specifically looking at applying 
the drift diffusion item response theory model.

Hall explains the basics of the model. “You're sitting at a computer, 
and a calculation problem pops on the screen. There's a very brief 
time in which you're encoding the stimulus and you're recognizing 
like, ‘Oh yeah, that's 17 x 32.’ That time between it popping up on 
the screen and you recognizing it is called the non-decision time. 
Once you recognize it, then you start to execute a decision on what 
that problem solution is or the product of that particular problem.”

The model illustrates the differences in problem difficulty with 
the concept of boundaries. The upper boundary represents the 
correct answer, while the lower is the incorrect answer. An easy 
question like 1+1 might have little space between the boundaries 
because it takes very little time for a person to know (or not know) 
the answer. More complicated problems may have wider bound-
aries as learners figure out how to solve the problem and come 
to the correct solution, and those who quickly reach the correct 
answer might have very high math calculation fluency compared 
to those who did not answer correctly.

SENSE AND DATA
In many ways, Hall is challenging longstanding standards of math 
assessment: there is more to being right and wrong. As such, 
he understands the skepticism of needing more data and more 
information. The potential contribution of this project, he says, is 
that math teachers understand the patterns of results they get 
on specific types of math problems. 

“I think that’s really what’s helpful to teachers,” Hall said. “A teacher 
could implement a worksheet, score all these themselves and real-
ize, ‘Wow, students are really having trouble on this type of prob-
lem,’ but many factors could have contributed to them getting the 
problem wrong. Some students might have just breezed over the 
problem because they don’t understand, filled in an answer, and 
moved on. Other kids might have deliberated on it for a dispro-
portionate amount of time. Those are two very different ways of 
getting the wrong answer, but we don't capture those differences.”

Eventually, he hopes that these more advanced assessment 
models can shed insight into larger trends, such as certain prob-
lems being more difficult for particular grade levels than others. 
He also hopes that the statistics-supported model can better 
inform evaluation concepts like weighting point values.

At the end of the day, though, Hall hopes that his research 
supports students and teachers. “Through all of this fancy statis-
tical stuff, we are really trying to get better qualitative information 
about the items and how kids are performing on them.” If all of 
this seems complicated — as complicated as solving a quadratic 
formula — then let the takeaway be this: better data to help educa-
tors do their job better. ∎

Solve for the variable in the following equations.

1.)

2.)

3.)

4.)
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I n Tallahassee and across Florida, a historical preservationist 
conserves women’s voices and a physician-educator builds 
teams that advance women’s health. Together, Patricia “Trish” 

and Arthur Clements have spent a lifetime making an impact in 
the fields of women’s history and women’s health.

Their story began at the University of Florida as undergraduates. 
They met on a tennis date, which was the idea of a mutual friend 
who suspected they’d connect. It turned out she was right. 

Arthur, in his own words, “went to the court and practiced like a 
maniac,” and Trish showed up ready to play. It’s a fitting scene for 
a partnership built on preparation, purpose, and shared focus. 
Arthur was awarded the Anne’s College Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 2025, and Trish received the same award in 2018. The 
Clements are the only couple in Anne’s College history to both 
receive Distinguished Alumni Awards. 

When Trish and Arthur talk about their work, they share a similar 
outlook: build, preserve, lead, and listen. The habits they admire in 
each other, like preparation, integrity, and steadiness, are evident 
in everything from Trish’s statewide textile collection of Florida’s 
first ladies’ gowns to Arthur’s modern team-based model for a 
women’s healthcare medical practice.  

After getting married in Miami, Trish’s hometown, they came to 
Anne’s College for graduate school. Trish earned her Ph.D. in 
Higher Education. Arthur earned his Ph.D. in Clinical Nutrition 
from the Department of Health, Nutrition, and Food Science. 

Both Trish and Arthur are largely successful in their own right. 
Trish taught at El Instituto Tecnológico de Monterrey as well as 
the University of New Orleans, then built a career as a historical 
preservationist. She has spent over three decades preserving 
Florida’s political history and documenting the stories of women 
who helped shape it. She served as Chair of the Florida Commis-
sion on the Status of Women and was a member of the Founding 
Committee for The Women’s Park in Miami-Dade County, the first 
park dedicated to women in the United States. 

Arthur founded North Florida Women’s Care in 1985, which is 
the largest women’s healthcare provider in the Big Bend. Arthur 
served twice as chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Tallahassee 
Memorial Hospital, was president of the Florida Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Society, and was president of Section 6 of the Ameri-
can College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Most meaningful, 
he says, has been his work with the FSU College of Medicine since 
its inception in 2000. 
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Arthur & Trish Clements with Dean Damon Andrew at 
the Anne's College Distinguished Alumni Awards (2025)

Photo by Adam Cohen A COMMON THREAD
DRS. PATRICIA AND ARTHUR CLEMENTS ADVANCE THE STUDY  
OF WOMEN’S HISTORY AND WOMEN’S HEALTH
By Melissa Powell

F S U  A N N E ’ S  C O L L E G E  M A G A Z I N E   1 3
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THE NUTRITION SPARK
Arthur’s path to Nutrition and Food Science at FSU began with a 
jolt in an undergraduate clinical nutrition classroom at UF. “I had 
a high-energy professor who jumped on his desk. It was like we 
were in a movie. I thought the course was unbelievable,” Arthur 
said. “Nobody in biology was talking about nutrition or homing in 
on modern-day health. I thought, ‘This is it, this is a career.’”

“The department ... was just a machine 
– everybody was sticking together and 
working on their goals, which produced 

some outstanding results.”
He credits his Ph.D. experience with “catapulting” him toward his 
focus on women’s health, longevity, and quality of life. “The Depart-
ment of Food and Nutrition was outstanding and supportive. It was 
just a machine – everybody was sticking together and working on 
their goals, which produced some outstanding results.” 

During graduate school, he worked at an extended care facility, 
further sharpening his focus on women’s health. “I noticed that 
about 90-plus percent of people there were female and outliving 
the men, and I thought, ‘What’s going on here?’ So, I started to look 
at the longevity of the women there, and many were struggling 
with osteoporosis and sarcopenia, and nobody was really talking 
about that except FSU.”

A HOME IN HEALTHCARE
After FSU, Arthur went to the University of Monterrey for medical 
school, and then to Tulane’s Charity Hospital for residency, where 
he served as chief resident in Obstetrics and Gynecology. When he 
returned to Tallahassee, he joined his father, Dr. Merritt R. Clem-
ents, an OB/GYN and one of the founding physicians of Tallahas-
see Memorial Hospital.

Arthur was born and raised in Tallahassee, but he never antici-
pated following a similar path as his father. Growing up, he saw 
firsthand the intensity of the demand required to work in labor 
and delivery. 

“The technology we have today was inconceivable, especially in 
terms of synchronous communication via smartphones, yet the 
immediate access to physicians was just as strong of a demand 
decades ago as it is today,” he said. “No one in our family was 
allowed to speak on the phone for more than about four minutes 
in case someone was calling my father, and this was particularly 
hard for my sister,” he laughed. “But then you go through the rota-
tions in medical school, and it’s just a natural gravitational pull.” 

BUILDING A MEDICAL SCHOOL
When the Florida legislature authorized a new medical school at 
FSU in 2000, Arthur saw an extraordinary opportunity to shape 
how future physicians learn about women’s health, healthcare 
teams, and disease prevention.

“At the time, it was the most outstanding, unthinkable thing,” he 
said. “Here we are in relatively small Tallahassee, and we’re open-
ing the country’s first new medical school in 20 years.”

Arthur was actively involved in the creation and opening of the 
FSU College of Medicine. Dean Ocie Harris and Dean Alma Littles 
charged him with developing the third-year medical student OB/
GYN clerkship curriculum. Arthur was responsible for recruiting 
and hiring local faculty. “Those were some of the most outstanding 
memories of my career. I enjoyed developing future clinicians who 
would be leaders in medicine, especially those whom I mentored 
to pursue OB/GYN.”

While maintaining his private practice, he served as the founding 
OB/GYN Clerkship Director for five years, then was asked to serve 
as the interim OB/GYN Education Director across the medical 
school’s six regional campuses, a position he held for two years.  

Inside the clinic and the classroom, Arthur initiated a culture shift 
toward a team-based medical model that he views as his legacy 
at North Florida Women’s Care.

“Every person on the healthcare team matters and has to feel like 
they’re making a difference,” he said. “From the front office, the 
people who greet you, nurses, doctors, the cleaning crew, every-
body has to show respect for each other.” 

Trish describes Arthur as a clear-eyed natural leader who priori-
tizes the well-being of all. “He considers his entire medical prac-
tice, the needs of the medical team, and the students he's taught 
before he contemplates his personal goals,” she said. “Sometimes, 
when he tells me things, I'll say, ‘Arthur, what about Arthur Clem-
ents? You haven't even told me anything about you in this huge 
plan that you're going to execute,” she said with a smile. “So that 
is something I admire immensely.”

Fittingly, his clinical North star is deceptively simple because it 
centers on listening to others.

“One of our lead professors in surgery at Tulane used to say, ‘if 
you listen to a patient long enough, they will tell you what their 
diagnosis is, and if you listen even longer, they will tell you how to 
treat them,’ so I do, and they’ll acknowledge that you’re actually 
hearing what they’re saying.”

AN ENDURING PASSION FOR NUTRITION
Throughout his career, the nutritional thread that began at FSU 
was integral to the way he practiced medicine. People are now 
more aware of the importance of nutrition, he says. 

“Research suggests it takes about 30 years for health-related 
trends or habits to change, such as with smoking or using seat-
belts. We’ve been consuming high-fructose corn syrup since sugar 
was rationed during WWII, and now nutritionists finally have an 
audience,” he said. “The impact of gut health and the microbi-
ome has been a topic of discussion among health professionals 
for 15 years or more. And now it’s receiving real public attention. 
Changes are taking place.” He believes nutrition will continue to 
rapidly evolve and make a significant difference in women’s health.

Arthur Clements and FSU College of Medicine Dean Ocie Harris 
at the med school's first commencement ceremony (2005)

Trish & Arthur Clements at their engagement party in 
Tallahassee while they were both graduate students at FSU 
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PRESERVING WOMEN’S VOICES 
While Arthur advanced the science and practice of women’s health, 
Trish worked to elevate women’s history within Florida’s history, 
making sure that the women who built, influenced, and sustained 
communities are not lost to time. 

“I view women as the prime movers of society,” she said. “They 
inspire and encourage those around them to achieve and reach 
their greatest potential.”

"Women have safeguarded the 
generational records of the family’s 

accomplishments ...”
“Women have safeguarded the generational records of the family’s 
accomplishments by preserving critical documents, photographs, 
artifacts, and sentimental clothing from the milestones of life. It’s 
logical to work with them to obtain accurate data that often didn’t 
appear in archives, libraries, or museums prior to this interest in 
scholarship.” 

FROM RHETORIC TO RESEARCH
Trish began her academic journey studying rhetoric and public 
address, earning her master’s degree with a focus on how people 
use speech to persuade, inspire, and lead. “Then I transitioned into 
education, thinking it would offer me a wider range of choices. I 
wanted to analyze other people’s work as well as have an oppor-
tunity to do my own.”

That decision to create rather than critique became a defining 
theme.

“The skills I developed while conducting my dissertation research 
enabled me to become a critical thinker. I apply this critical anal-
ysis as I gather facts, data, and statistics from The Florida Archive 
and the Florida State Library,” she said. “The process gives me a 
non-sentimental view of whatever problem I'm trying to assess.”

Trish’s impact on Florida’s historical record is tangible and 
profound, spanning interviews with world leaders, a Nobel 
Prize-winning physicist, and curating artifacts for future gener-
ations.

In addition to serving as Chair of the Florida Commission on the 
Status of Women, she served as Chair of the Florida Women’s 
Hall of Fame. “I realized there are so many women who are not 
recognized for what they've done. The Hall of Fame inspires young 
women and girls by recognizing and celebrating diverse achieve-
ments of women from all walks of life.”  

One of her proudest initiatives is the Florida First Ladies’ Gown 
Collection, founded in 1996 and now permanently housed at 
the Museum of Florida History in Tallahassee. Donating her own 
research, personal time, and resources, Trish served as the 
appointed history liaison to the Florida Department of State. The 
collection comprises more than 100 artifacts that trace the evolv-
ing role of women as political partners.

Her motivation wasn’t about fashion, but symbolism. “It’s not just 
about gowns. It’s about culture. Clothing is an integral part of 
cultural rituals. As individuals and as a collective, women work to 
reinforce or challenge certain cultural norms. You're supposed 
to wear something specific to a funeral, a wedding, a campaign 
event, or an inauguration, for example. Each culture defines 
what is appropriate, and women have driven the decision-mak-
ing process.”

THE POWER OF VOICE
In 2005, she authored A Legacy of Leadership: Florida Governors 
and Their Inaugural Speeches, which stands as Florida’s oldest 
oral history project. The book also serves as a time capsule for 
the evolution of rhetoric, governance, and civic ideals in the state.

Her oral history work has captured the voices of Florida’s first 
ladies and governors as well as Cuban exiles who attempted to 
free their country in a 1961 invasion known as the Bay of Pigs. 

“Contemporary history told by those who experienced an event 
has true gravitas. Hearing first-hand accounts promotes intellec-
tual curiosity,” she said.

Her philosophy of preparation and balance extends to every part 
of her life. Arthur describes her as “righteous, steadfast, consis-
tent,” and always “overprepared.” She nods and agrees. “When 
you’ve given your best, you have no more to give,” she says with a 
smile. “So, there’s no reason to wonder. If you really threw down, 
then that’s it, right?”

They applied a similar sense of steadiness to the way they balanced 
their careers and family raising two daughters, Claire and Mere-
dith. “Your job is not your life. Work hard, but put your family first,” 
she said. Claire Clements is a grant writer for Tallahassee Memo-
rial Hospital, and Meredith Merlau is an associate professor of 
communication at the University of Tampa. 

ADVICE FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
When asked what advice they would give to today’s students, 
Trish stresses the importance of continuity. “Pick a field in which 
you excel. Plan your goals in one-year increments. You can go in 
many directions, but maintain a thread of continuity,” she said. 
It’s advice rooted in her own journey, one that has linked rhetoric, 
research, preservation, and leadership into an enduring legacy. 

“Make accurate assessments of your abilities, and of those who 
work with you,” she said.

Conviction ties together the lives and legacies of Trish and Arthur 
Clements. In their work, teaching, and service, they remind 
students that a lasting impact is cumulative: choose your lane, 
do the work, mentor others, and maintain a common thread. ∎

Trish Clements receiving the inaugural gown of First Lady Maude Hardee

From Left to right: Claire, Arthur, Trish, and Meredith Clements 
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REIMAGINING 
LEARNING THROUGH 

GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS
By Melissa Powell

H ow do communities define education beyond the walls of 
a classroom? Researchers at Anne’s College are leading a 
collaborative effort to answer that question and advance 

understanding of the different ways people learn across cultures.

Specifically, researchers are exploring how Indigenous Maya youth 
communities in Belize connect their traditional knowledge with 
formal education systems. The interdisciplinary team is also exam-
ining how learning can be reimagined to bridge classroom instruc-
tion with more immersive learning experiences.

The project’s roots stretch back to 2021 when Ayesha Khurshid, 
associate professor of International and Multicultural Education 
in the Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, 
and Melba Marin-Velasquez, research assistant at FSU’s Learn-
ing Systems Institute and Anne’s College alumna, began working 
together in Mexico. 

FROM MEXICO TO BELIZE
Khurshid and Marin-Velazquez’s initial work focused on a Maya 
Muslim community in Chiapas, Mexico, which has traditionally 
been excluded from formal education systems. “We wanted to 
understand what it means to be educated and what knowledge 
production systems and transfer processes within the commu-
nity looked like,” said Khurshid, whose research strives to connect 
communities and families to formal schooling. “It started as a life 
history ethnographic project, but over time, we were very inter-
ested in collaborating with the community and building relation-
ships.” 

Through shared dialogue, they identified a need within the Maya 
Muslim Community to preserve ancestral medicinal knowledge 
that uses food as medicine.

“We partnered with a group of Maya women to course design and 
implement workshops led by an experienced Maya teacher to 
teach this knowledge. It is ancestral knowledge that they have 
preserved and transferred over centuries, but it is being lost 
because the community is moving to the city,” said Khurshid. 

With guidance from an experienced Maya healer, the women 
participated in intensive workshops on identifying, preparing, 
and teaching traditional plant-based treatments. Eight women 
received advanced training in this detailed medicinal system, 
including different models of diagnosis and treatment, Khurshid 
explained. “Now they’re designing and teaching workshops to pass 
that knowledge back to their broader community.”

EXPANDING GLOBAL CONNECTIONS
That experience in Mexico laid the groundwork for how the team 
now approaches its research in Belize, with a focus on community 
needs and recognizing that learning flows both ways. Trust- and 
relationship-building guide their efforts to understand how Maya 
youth and families in Belize experience education.

Ayesha Khurshid 
Associate Professor 
International and 

Multicultural Education

Melba Marin-Velasquez 
Research Assistant 

Learning Systems Institute
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The team now includes Lama Jaber, associate professor of science 
education in the School of Teacher Education, mathematics educa-
tion doctoral graduate Anairis de la Cruz Benito, and doctoral 
student Jessica Qian. 

"There are more natural ways of engaging 
in teaching and learning through the 

environment, through more emplaced 
ways of being ..."

According to Jaber, the project challenges traditional notions of what 
counts as education. “There’s been a trend to separate these ways 
of learning as if formal schooling happens only in confined physical 
spaces within schools or institutions,” she said. “But there are also 
more natural ways of engaging in teaching and learning through the 
environment, through more emplaced ways of being, like walks in 
nature. Our project asks why this distinction exists, and what alter-
natives might look like.” 

For Marin-Velasquez, the project has also rekindled a personal 
understanding of how learning happens beyond the classroom. 

“When we look at the way we’ve been doing school, it’s often isolat-
ing; we sit in a room, we observe, we listen,” she said. “But when I 
think about how I was taught as a child by my grandmother, every 
walk was a lesson in life. She would point out plants and say, ‘This 
one will bloom tonight, and this is what it’s good for.’” 

That early connection between knowledge and the natural world 
now shapes her view of education and research. 

“It’s about connecting the past, the present, and the future,” Marin-Ve-
lasquez explained. “How can learning be whole if you separate the 
spiritual and emotional from the physical? Every place we walk holds 
something to teach us.”

Those experiences have prompted the team to rethink what learning 
means, both within communities and within higher education itself. 

“As we got to know these Maya college students, we realized how 
thoughtful, creative, and insightful they were about being indige-
nous people within their own communal spaces of higher education,” 
Khurshid said. “They’re asking what could make higher education 
more conducive for Indigenous students.”

LESSONS FROM GLOBAL RESEARCH
For the researchers themselves, the project has been transforma-
tive. “I’ve been involved in many research and professional devel-
opment projects throughout my life, and I don’t think I’ve been as 
transformed in any project as much as I’ve been in this one,” Jaber 
said. “It helped me face myself more and interrogate assumptions 
and biases I hadn’t questioned before. It’s changing the way I think 
as a scholar, an educator, and a person.”

De la Cruz Benito shared a similar reflection after a recent visit 
brought together Maya women from Mexico and Belize for shared 
discussions, university visits, and cultural exchange. “Just having that 
space and seeing how open they were, it moved me deeply, and I 
have so many beautiful memories from that trip,” she said. “As a 
Mexican and Indigenous woman, I thought about my own commu-
nity and family. It made me want to go back and have those conver-
sations, to connect and learn in new ways.”

For Khurshid, those moments exemplify the power of international 
research and the importance of trust in collaboration. “It’s not merely 
data, it’s a connection. And that connection can make research valu-
able not only to academia but to the community itself,” she said.

Marin-Velasquez also noted that trust and language matter deeply 
when working internationally. “Even when you’re asking for their 
permission verbally, you have to be careful about what words you’re 
using and how they’re understood,” she said. “You can’t just insert 
yourself into a research site. You have to build those relationships 
so you can see with what Indigenous research calls ‘two-eyed seeing,’ 
where Western and Indigenous lenses combine.”

While the team’s work spans borders, its takeaways and findings 
extend directly back to Anne’s College. By building relationships 
rooted in trust, reciprocity, and shared knowledge, the research-
ers are strengthening what it means to partner with international 
communities. 

The insights gained from Belize and Mexico are already shaping 
the team’s approach to designing learning environments that are 
more responsive, empathetic, and connected to students’ lived 
experiences. 

LOOKING AHEAD
Plans are also underway for a symposium at Florida State, where 
the team and Maya youth researchers from Belize will present their 
reflections and findings.

Khurshid emphasizes that institutional support has been crucial 
throughout the process. The team credits Josh Newman, associ-
ate dean for research at Anne’s College, and his team, and Andrew 
Frank, director of FSU’s Native American and Indigenous Studies 
Center, for making global research efforts possible.

Meanwhile, Katherine Yaun, senior editor within the Anne’s College 
Office of Research, continues to support the research project in 
Chiapas, Mexico. Eugenia Millender from the FSU School of Nursing 
was also involved in the Chiapas project from 2023 to 2025.

“Our collaborations began here. 
Internal partnerships opened doors for 

international ones.”
“This work wouldn’t have been possible without the college’s support,” 
Khurshid emphasized. “Our collaborations began here. Internal part-
nerships opened doors for international ones.” 

The internal collaboration is part of what has made the project so 
meaningful, Jaber says “We came to know each other through FSU. 
Ayesha and I met through serving on a student dissertation commit-
tee, and we really clicked and were interested in each other’s work. 
That’s the gift of the institution, creating spaces for connection.” ∎

Anairis de la Cruz Benito 
Doctoral Graduate 

Mathematics Education

Jessica Qian 
Doctoral Student

Lama Jaber 
Associate Professor 
Science Education
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CHIOMA OPRA
Chioma Opara, a doctoral candidate in the Human Development and Family Science program, 
draws on her background in home economics education and teaching in Nigeria to study how 
cultural and psychological factors influence well-being and family dynamics.

Can you share some background on your personal  
and academic journey and what brought you to FSU?

Growing up in Southeastern Nigeria, my early interest in family 
sciences was ignited by my passion and empathy towards the 
welfare of individuals, especially children and the elderly. I derived 
joy in being close and taking care of children and the aged, even 
when I had little or no material means to help them. As I grew 
older, ready to go to college, at first, I wanted to be in a medical 
line where I could have enough opportunity to care for people; 
however, due to financial challenges, I decided to defer this inter-
est. I started searching for a course that, although it may not fall in 
the medical line, must be in line with caring for people. As a result 
of a thorough search, I discovered the course, “Home Economics”

While studying home economics, I learned about the holistic 
nature of humans in relation to their physical, biological, social, 
intellectual, aesthetic, and psychological well-being. I learned to 
integrate knowledge from various areas to determine the best 
solution to problems in a given situation. As home economics 
comprises diverse areas, my studies on these areas provided me 
with a deeper understanding of how to improve the health of indi-
viduals, families, and society at large.

I earned both my bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the Univer-
sity of Nigeria. Then, I worked as a high school home economics 
and food/nutrition teacher for five years. I gained useful insights 
on human growth and education from my teaching experience.

My desire to obtain a Ph.D. is born out of my passion and goal to 
help individuals and families who face health- and family-related 
challenges. Taking classes from and working alongside leading 
scholars in the field was my greatest desire.

What has been the most rewarding  
part of your time at FSU so far?

Transitioning to a new environment brought its set of challenges, 
from adjusting to different academic expectations to navigating 
cultural differences and the sheer distance from home. However, 
as time went on, I discovered that Florida State University does 
not only offer an enriching academic environment but also 
fosters a supportive atmosphere for effective teaching, learning, 
and research activities. Pursuing my studies at FSU has blessed 
me with extensive knowledge and abundant opportunities for 
personal and professional growth. I developed an even stronger 
enthusiasm for my program through the experiences I gained. 
The wonderful support I received from the faculty and colleagues 
truly transformed the Human Development and Family Science 
Department into a home.

Are you working on any specific projects  
or research as part of your program?

My research examines the relationships between minority stress, 
self-compassion, mental well-being, happiness, and academic 
performance among international students in the United States. 
This study examines how international students deal with cultural 
stressors in academics and foreign environments and how 
self-compassion and cultural models of well-being function as 
protective factors. Hence, my dissertation highlights the cultural 

mechanism students adopt to sustain academic success and 
personal resilience. I am also looking into parental aggravation as 
a mediator between parental physical and mental health status 
and mental health in children. Additionally, I am working on the 
moderating effect of mindfulness on parental stress, aggression, 
and mental health in both U.S.-born and foreign-born parents.

What advice would you give to someone interested in  
the Human Development and Family Science program?

Come with genuine curiosity about people, relationships, and 
social factors that shape family life. Be prepared to think critically 
about how individuals develop across the lifespan and how fami-
lies function in diverse cultural, social, and economic contexts. 
Being an interdisciplinary program and drawing from psychol-
ogy, sociology, and public health, you must stay open to different 
perspectives and research methods. Also take advantage of any 
opportunities for research and community engagements early 
on so that they will enhance your understanding of how theory 
applies to real-world family and society at large.

What are your long-term goals after you graduate?

My long-term goal after graduation is to become a professor and 
researcher. I want to contribute to scholarship and the body of 
knowledge that promotes family well-being, mental health, and 
social equity while also mentoring future scholars. I also want to 
build a career that fosters care and humanity, using research 
teaching and community engagement to support families and 
societies. ∎

2025 Anne’s College Scholarship Breakfast

Student Interviews
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BILLY BATES
Billy Bates is an undergraduate student in the Dietetics Program at Anne’s College. On top 
of being an accomplished student in the program, he is also the president of the Student 
Dietetic Association.

What made you choose FSU?

I loved the culture of FSU, the look of the campus, and the feel I 
got from people I knew who attended here.

What inspired your interest in dietetics?

I knew that I loved food and people. Dietetics/nutrition is what 
bridges people to their health and fitness goals.

What has been your favorite part of the program so far?

My favorite part of the program is how close-knit the dietetics 
community and classes are. You get to know your classmates 
better and your professors as well. I’ve basically had the same 
group of students in my classes all four years, so it’s nice always 
having classes with familiar faces.

Do you have a favorite memory of your time at FSU so far?

The Student Dietetic Association had a potluck event this semes-
ter on Landis, and it stands out in my head for sure. There was 
a good turnout, people brought fun/healthy food, we had music, 
and played a little volleyball. It’s one thing to feel more comfort-
able with people in your major, but it’s a lot cooler to provide that 
for other, younger people coming in. 

What advice would you give someone  
interested in the dietetics program?

I would recommend following the FSUSDA Instagram (@fsusda) 
to see the kind of events the Student Dietetic Association puts on, 
and maybe come to one and ask those in the major any questions. 
Dietetics students are pretty social and will tell you anything you’d 
like to know, and it would also be great to reach out to any of the 
dietetics professors, too. 

What are your goals after you’re done with the program?

I’d like to have seen and experienced enough to know what special-
izations in dietetics I can or would like to work in. The possibili-
ties are pretty vast, and until graduation, I would just like to keep 
learning what more there is to do. ∎

Student Interviews

Billy presenting to delegates from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services with a classmate
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DISTINGUISHED  
ALUMNI AWARDS
Every year since 1977, Anne's College has 
recognized and honored its outstanding 
alumni who have gone above and beyond in 
their respective fields. The College honored 
five alumni during its 2025 Distinguished 
Alumni Awards Celebration held in FSU’s Dodd 
Hall on February 28.

TRAILBLAZER AWARD
Dr. Ashlee T. Fontes - Sport Management B.S. 
'04, Ph.D. '24. A visionary leader in women’s 
soccer, Fontes has transformed the sport 
from grassroots to the global stage, found-
ing TLH Reckoning and co-founding The Girls 
Academy to expand opportunities for female 
athletes.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS
Mr. Keith Anderson - Sports Administration 
M.S. '03. With more than 17 years of leader-
ship experience in university research admin-
istration, Anderson oversees key research 
and innovation initiatives at the University of 
South Florida, helping to strengthen innova-
tion and integrity across higher education.

Dr. Arthur S. Clements - Food and Nutrition 
Science Ph.D. '74. Founder of North Florida 
Women’s Care, Clements has shaped women’s 
healthcare in Tallahassee for more than four 
decades while mentoring future physicians 
through his long-standing involvement with 
the FSU College of Medicine. Read more about 
Clements on page 12.

Dr. Mary E. Rudisill - Movement Science 
Education Ph.D. '85. Director of Auburn 
University’s School of Kinesiology, Rudisill is a 
National Academy of Kinesiology Fellow and 
award-winning scholar known for her ground-
breaking research in children’s motor devel-
opment and motivation.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Dr. Yun-Hwa Peggy Hsieh - Food Science 
Ph.D. '87. A global innovator in food science, 
Hsieh developed rapid test kits that have trans-
formed food safety and quality control, making 
her one of FSU’s most influential researchers. 
Watch a video about her life, research, and 
influence at annescollege.fsu.edu/hsieh.

Snapshots

http://annescollege.fsu.edu/hsieh
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RESEARCH SHOWCASE
The annual Anne’s College Research Show-
case was held on March 28, 2025, in the Stone 
Building. The event highlights groundbreaking 
projects by both students and faculty, show-
casing the College’s commitment to fostering 
a vibrant research environment that tack-
les critical contemporary issues. This year’s 
event marked a record-breaking milestone for 
Anne’s College, with 246 participants present-
ing work from across all six academic depart-
ments, laboratory research schools, and 
community partnerships.

The 2025 Robert M. Gagné Research Award 
recipients were also announced at the show-
case.

Ph.D. candidate Saurabh Kadyan from the 
Department of Health, Nutrition, and Food 
Sciences received the top student honor for 
his presentation, “How Prenatal Diet Shapes 
Offspring Microbiomes and Metabolic Health.”

On the faculty side, Dr. Yeo-eun Kim from 
the Department of Educational Psychol-
ogy and Learning Systems received the top 
faculty award for her project, “Dynamic Inter-
play of Motivational Regulation Strategies and 
Achievement: Insights from Intensive Longi-
tudinal Data.”

97
15-minute research presentations given 
by faculty members and students

120
Posters presented by students

78
Other conferences attended by 
presenters to further amplify their 
research

Snapshots
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SUNSHINE STATE 
RECEPTION AT AERA
In April, alumni, faculty, staff, and students 
from Anne’s College joined colleagues from 
across Florida’s public universities for the 
annual Sunshine State Reception, held in 
conjunction with the American Educational 
Research Association (AERA) annual meeting 
in Denver. Co-hosted by FSU’s Anne’s College 
and institutions within the State Univer-
sity System of Florida, the event offered an 
evening of networking and celebration among 
education researchers and professionals.

" Building connections with 
one another is essential. 

While there might be 
some friendly competition 
between our institutions, 

we are all part of the Florida 
higher education system, 
which has been ranked 
as the best system in the 

nation by U.S. News & 
World Report for the past 
eight consecutive years."

— Dean Damon Andrew

Snapshots
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Snapshots

ELEVATED  
TORCH AWARDS
The annual ElevatED Torch Awards, held on 
May 1, 2025, celebrated educators and lead-
ers who shape the future of education.

PATHMAKER AWARD
The Pathmaker Award recognizes school prin-
cipals who mentor FSU’s educational leader-
ship students. This year’s recipient, Dr. Brian 
Pollitt of Strawberry Crest High School in Hill-
sborough County, was described by his nomi-
nator as “an educational leader in every sense 
of the word.”

COOPERATING TEACHER AWARDS
Brittany Hutto of Hawks Rise Elementary 
School was recognized for her intentional 
mentorship and for consistently helping her 
student teacher understand the "why" behind 
each classroom activity.

Tonya Givens of Swift Creek Middle School 
was honored for her deep commitment to 
the success of her student teachers, assisting 
with interview preparation, serving as a refer-
ence, and continuing to offer support after her 
students’ internships concluded.

Ryan Webb of Florida State University Schools 
was selected for the high school award for his 
ability to model resilience and grace in the 
face of the demands of the profession.

SCHOOL LEADER AWARD
Ilea Faircloth, a longtime administrator in 
Bay County currently at Hiland Park Elemen-
tary School, was recognized for fostering a 
welcoming and supportive school environ-
ment.

MEREDITH HIGGINS DISTRICT 
PARTNER AWARD
Suzanne Wilkinson of Florida State Univer-
sity Schools, was praised for her mentorship, 
her support of FSU student teachers, and her 
uplifting presence. “She always has a smile on 
her face and is ready to roll up her sleeves at 
a moment’s notice,” said Dean Andrew. “We 
know how much she cared about Meredith, 
and we know Meredith is smiling down as 
Suzanne accepts this award.”

Learn more about the ElevatED Torch Awards 
at annescollege.fsu.edu/torch-awards.

http://annescollege.fsu.edu/torch-awards
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SEMINOLE SMASH  
AT ACSM
The Seminole Smash social took place along-
side the American College of Sports Medi-
cine’s annual meeting in Atlanta at the end of 
May. The social event brought together more 
than 50 alumni, faculty, staff, and students 
from the Department of Health, Nutrition, 
and Food Sciences and the FSU Institute of 
Sports Sciences and Medicine for an evening 
of networking and celebration.

Snapshots
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Snapshots

NASSM ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE
Nearly 50 alumni, faculty, staff, and students 
from Anne’s College gathered in San Diego 
at the end of May for a social event held in 
conjunction with the North American Soci-
ety for Sport Management’s (NASSM) annual 
conference.

In addition to the social, Dean Damon 
Andrew delivered the Earle F. Zeigler Lecture 
at the conference. The Earle F. Zeigler Lecture 
Award is bestowed upon an individual who 
has made significant contributions to sport 
management through scholarship, research 
and leadership.
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Spotlights

BROOKE BRENNAN
AN FSU SPORT MANAGEMENT ALUMNA’S PATH TO THE NBA CHAMPIONSHIP
By Melissa Powell

W hen the Oklahoma City Thunder defeated the Indiana 
Pacers 103–91 in Game 7 of the NBA Finals to win the 
2025 NBA Championship, the Thunder’s Social Media 

Content Producer, Brooke Brennan, had one of the busiest nights 
of her professional career.

“The big moments aren’t for us to 
celebrate; they’re for us to capture.”

“Working in social, we don’t get to enjoy the big moments. When 
they happen, that’s our time to do our job,” said Brennan, who has 
worked on the Thunder’s social media team since January 2023. 

“Winning games, winning the championship, winning awards, we 
understood what was happening, but we didn’t get to live in the 
moment. That’s the nuance of working in social media. The big 
moments aren’t for us to celebrate; they’re for us to capture.” 

For Brennan, who earned her master’s degree in Sport Manage-
ment from Anne’s College in 2022, the moment was surreal. It 
was also a reminder of just how much her time at Florida State 
prepared her to thrive in one of the most competitive and niche 
areas of sports.

“About two weeks after the parade, it really hit me,” said Bren-
nan. “I sat there reflecting and sent probably 10 thank-you texts 
to people who helped me get to where I am, and they were all 
from Florida State.” Brennan reached out to professors, mentors, 
former supervisors, and former coworkers. Since graduating in 
December 2022, she had kept a list of people to thank “one day.”

“Who knew when ‘one day’ was going to come,” she said, “But that 
was a full-circle moment reflecting on the season and realizing 
the impact of people who help you get to where you want to go.”

FINDING FSU
Brennan is originally from Aurora, Illinois, and first arrived at Flor-
ida State in 2017 after being drawn to the university’s First-Year 
Abroad program. “Coming to such a great university, having the 
opportunity to get in-state tuition and study abroad for a whole 
year was absolutely a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” she said.

She earned her bachelor’s degree in communication and media 
studies. “I always had a knack and wanted to do social media, PR, 
media communication studies,” she said. “But I always found 
myself writing papers about sports, researching sports. That was 
my personal interest.”

The intersection between communication and sports became 
the perfect foundation for her graduate studies, and ultimately, 
her career.

At the end of her junior year, Brennan learned about FSU’s Sport 
Management program and connected with Dr. Katie Flanagan, 
teaching faculty in the Department of Sport Management, to learn 
more. Ultimately, Flanagan inspired Brennan to stay and pursue 
her master’s.

“It was like a whole new world,” Brennan said. “All my classes were 
about sports. We were doing things interesting to me, things I 
cared about so much. My master’s took hard work, but it didn’t 
always feel like school. It felt like passion projects.”

ENTERING THE FIELD
Her classroom knowledge was bolstered with plenty of hands-on 
opportunities. During her senior year in Fall 2020, Brennan began 
working with FSU’s athletic communications and sports informa-
tion team, giving her a chance to discover her niche in social media 
and digital storytelling.
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F lorida State University graduate student James Eggers, in the 
Instructional Systems and Learning Technologies program 
at the Anne Spencer Daves College of Education, Health, 

and Human Sciences (Anne’s College), has been named one of 22 
McCain Global Leaders for the 2025 cohort.

The McCain Global Leaders program is a 12-month fellowship 
named after Senator John McCain that supports emerging leaders 
dedicated to democracy, human rights and freedom. It provides 
skills and knowledge to help them tackle global challenges and 
affect positive change in their communities.

“Being selected as a McCain Global Scholar is a significant achieve-
ment and a testament to James’s sustained engagement as a 
servant leader,” said Keith McCall, assistant director for the Office 
of Graduate Fellowships and Awards. “As a former Fulbright recip-
ient, an active-duty Coast Guard officer and now a McCain Scholar, 
James exemplifies the integration of academic excellence and 
globally focused public service.”

Eggers, a dedicated Coast Guard officer, has a rich background 
in service and education. Before enrolling at FSU, he participated 
in Teach for America and held a Fulbright English Teaching Assis-
tantship in 2015. His commitment to service and mentorship is 
evident in his career and educational pursuits.

“I am deeply honored to be selected as a McCain Global Leader 
and grateful for the opportunity to join a cohort of rising leaders 
that value Senator McCain’s legacy of service and integrity,” Eggers 
said. “The program invests in the development of 20-25 principled 
leaders annually across the globe. Senator McCain’s example of 
character-driven leadership reminds me of the responsibility we 
all share to put principle above partisanship and do our part to 
make the world a better, safer place.”

Eggers will join a group of various countries and backgrounds, 
participating in a series of intensive training sessions, networking 
opportunities, and collaborative projects.

“We are incredibly proud to see James Eggers recognized as a 
McCain Global Leader,” said Damon Andrew, dean of Anne’s 
College. “James’s commitment to making a global impact aligns 
perfectly with our mission at Anne’s College to cultivate transfor-
mative leaders, and we eagerly anticipate the positive change he 
will undoubtedly bring to the world.”

Applications for the next cohort will open in early 2026. For more 
information about the McCain Global Leaders program and its 
mission, visit mccaininstitute.org.

For more on FSU’s Office of Graduate Fellowships and Awards, 
visit ogfa.fsu.edu. ∎

JAMES EGGERS
FSU GRADUATE STUDENT NAMED MCCAIN GLOBAL LEADER
By Stephen Stone

“I was so lucky to work under Steve Stone in athletics because he 
said, ‘What do you want to do? What do you want to learn? Let’s 
make sure you can do all of the above,’” she said. “He gave me so 
many opportunities to explore within sports media and figure out 
what direction I wanted to go.”

Brennan helped manage media efforts, PR, social media, photog-
raphy, and other digital content for various athletic programs at 
FSU, namely women’s volleyball, women’s basketball, and men’s 
basketball. Brennan also credits her Sports Media and Rhetoric 
class and Sport Management faculty, including Dr. Katie Flanagan, 
Dr. Kylee Studer O’Daniel, and Dr. Jason Pappas, with fueling her 
drive and ability to pursue a job in the NBA.

“My professors were the absolute best and helped us get 
connected to resources, shared jobs with us, and connected 
us with alumni,” she said. “Your work experience, network, and 
professional development matter just as much as the classroom 
work, and they really emphasized those things. It pushes you 
outside your comfort zone and prepares you for the sport indus-
try, which is hard to get into and stay in.”

Her early experiences in the sports industry also included an 
internship with SLAM Magazine.

“For me, SLAM was the pinnacle of professional basketball media. 
They’re all about the culture, and the culture of events in sports is 
what I’m most interested in,” Brennan said. She found the intern-
ship through an FSU alumna, Camille Buxeda, who encouraged 
her to apply and interview.

“The semester I graduated, I was working for SLAM and FSU men’s 
basketball at the same time. The dominoes were falling into 
place, and balancing both of those internships was the moment I 
thought, ‘I might really have a chance to do this,’” she said. “Social 
media and photography in the NBA are so sought after, but I really 
felt like I could.”

BREAKING INTO THE NBA
That drive and experience carried her into professional basketball. 
Just days after commencement, Brennan moved to Oklahoma City 
to begin her role with the Thunder.

“I started in January 2023. I moved out on a Wednesday — it was 
a quick transition from Tallahassee to Oklahoma City,” she said. 

“That first half of the season was learning, getting my feet under me. 
First season, first real job, trying to figure things out. My second 
season, 2023–24, was possible because I’d built that foundation.”

By her second year, Brennan was running social media on game 
nights, traveling with the team, and expanding her responsibilities 
in photography and video production. As if covering 82 games per 
season in addition to preseason and postseason isn’t enough, her 
role also extends to the Thunder’s G League team, the Oklahoma 
City Blue, which won a championship in 2024.

“All your hard work goes toward something really cool,” she said. 
“Getting to this place of being comfortable and confident, while 
applying knowledge from the classroom, job experiences, and 
Florida State network — that’s been a big combination. I even 
cross paths with FSU alumni on the road.”

FULL-CIRCLE REFLECTIONS
For Brennan, the Thunder’s championship win wasn’t just 
about being a part of basketball history; it was about seeing her 
persistence pay off.

“The goal was always basketball. People laughed at me, told me I 
wouldn’t make it, all those things,” she said. “But basketball has 
always been my favorite sport to be around, and you have to 
grow, you have to be willing to hand out credentials at games 
and do scoring tables at soccer to work your way through sports 
information.”

And though she doesn’t play a role in what happens on the court, 
she’s grateful to be part of the organization’s success. “When you 
set goals for yourself, winning a championship is never on them 
because I don’t control what happens on the court,” she said. “I 
never thought it would happen. I never wanted to think that and 
risk the disappointment if it didn’t.”

From her first year abroad as a student to hoisting a champion-
ship banner with the Thunder, Brennan’s journey thus far has 
been fueled by resilience, gratitude, and the connections she 
made at FSU.

“The alumni base is so strong within 
Sport Management. It’s something I 

would never take for granted.”
“The people I’ve seen in the NBA, it’s been great to reconnect with 
them, but I also keep in touch with a lot of other people — if we 
had classes together, studied abroad together, worked together,” 
she said. “The alumni base is so strong within Sport Management. 
It’s something I would never take for granted.  I also don’t think, 
when you’re at Florida State, you realize how impactful that will 
be.” ∎

Spotlights

Brennan with Honesty Franklin (M.S. Sport Management)

http://mccaininstitute.org
http://ogfa.fsu.edu
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DR. JAMES LAMAR 
“JACK” GANT

AUGUST 8, 1927-AUGUST 8, 2025
By Melissa Powell

D r. James Lamar “Jack” Gant, former dean of what was 
then the Florida State University College of Education, 
passed away on August 8, 2025, due to illness at the age 

of 98. A trailblazing educator, mentor, and community leader, 
Gant made history as FSU’s first African American dean and the 
first alumnus of the College of Education to serve as its dean.

“Dr. Gant was not only a pioneering leader in education but 
also a mentor who believed deeply in the potential of others,” 
said Damon Andrew, dean of Anne’s College. “His life’s work 
reminds us that progress in education is built on courage, 
compassion, and service, which are qualities he embodied 
every day. We are honored to continue building upon the 
legacy he left here at FSU.”

Born in Bainbridge, Georgia, in 1927 and raised in Telogia, Flor-
ida, Gant graduated from high school at age 15 and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biology from Florida A&M University at 
just 19 years old. He played football at FAMU and was later 
inducted into its Athletics Hall of Fame. Gant also earned a 
master’s degree in educational administration from Indiana 
University before attending FSU for his Ph.D.

He was also a member of “The Pioneers,” a group of 42 African 
American scholars who earned their doctoral degrees from 
FSU between 1965 and 1975, breaking barriers and laying the 
foundation for future generations of academics.

Gant served as principal of Bradenton Elementary School 
and Lincoln Memorial High School before joining the Florida 
Department of Education. In 1970, he began teaching in FSU’s 
Department of Educational Administration and was appointed 
dean of the College of Education in 1974. He later retired in 
1982 and was honored as professor emeritus in 1994.

His enduring commitment to service lives on through the Jack 
Gant Community Study Award, established through the 21st 
Century Council, which he co-founded. The award is presented 
annually to an undergraduate student who demonstrates 
exceptional dedication to improving their community through 
volunteer service with a local or regional nonprofit or through 
research addressing a community need.

Known for his warmth, integrity, and lifelong devotion to educa-
tion, Gant’s influence continues to be felt across Florida State 
University and beyond. Anne’s College would not be the place 
it is today without the pioneers like Gant who came before, and 
we honor his legacy by exemplifying his passion for education 
and unwavering faith in the human spirit. ∎

In Memoriam Scholarships

21st CENTURY COUNCIL AWARDS FUND
Those interested in supporting the 21st Century Coun-
cil Awards Fund in Gant’s honor can contact Assistant 
Dean for Development Kevin Derryberry (850) 644-0565; 
kderryberry@fsu.edu.

SCHOLARSHIPS
We are honored to celebrate the profound connections between scholarship recipients and their generous 
donors. Over the decades, these scholarships have provided critical support, empowering students to pursue 
their dreams and make lasting contributions to their fields. In total, the following scholarships represent 
over $1 million in student support.

A. L. Dua Endowed Scholarship in 
Instructional Systems
Mr. Sanjay K. Dua and Mrs. Uma S. Dua

Sihan Jian Zhongyu Wang

Alumni Association-Student 
Professional Development Travel 
Fund Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Sihan Jian

Alyce B. Bobkin Scholarship 
Dr. Randolph T. Barker and Dr. Sandra B. Barker

Sarah Shelby

Amy Guerette and Sandra Lewis Fund 
for Students in the Visual Disabilities 
Program Ms. Darlene Christina Almeda, Ms. 
Barbara Ponder

Kaleigh Wilson

Anderson-Darling Family Graduate 
Student Research Travel Award
Mr. Paul Anderson and Carol A. Darling, Ph.D., 
Ms. Linda Silvola

Chioma Opara Yinuo Zhang

Anderson-Darling Family Graduate 
Teaching Assistant Award
Mr. Paul Anderson and Carol A. Darling, Ph.D., 
Ms. Linda Silvola

Dylann Lowery

Andrew R. and Marjorie C. Buglione 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Mr. Andrew R. Buglione†

Daniel William
Joshua Kessner

Katherine Johnson

Angel Dell Colborn Scholarship Fund 
Mr. Russ L. Colborn

Mackenzie Bullock

Anne Marie Erdman Endowed 
Scholarship Fund in Honor of Betty M. 
Watts Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Raj Ojha

Anne Spencer Daves Fellowships 
Fund in the College of Education
Mrs. Anne S. Daves

Chaewon Noh
Jonas Geeyam
Kent Godfrey

Olayinka Oyewole
Oluwatosin Akande

Anthony S. Bray Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship Mr. Richard L. Wheeler and Mrs. 
Bonnie B. Wheeler

Saurym Quezada

Barbara Trawick Moreman Endowed 
Scholarship Fund 
Mr. W. Andrew Trawick and Mrs. Maria Y. Trawick, 
Mr. Steve Moreman, Mr. William L. Trawick†

Jordan Ratliff

Barnes Family Scholarship for 
Teachers of the Visually Impaired
Mrs. Diana L. Barnes

Raywan Farhat Marotta

Barrie B. and Ralph R. Gonzalez 
International Travel Study 
Scholarship Ralph R. Gonzalez, J.D. and Mrs. 
Barrie B. Gonzalez

Anum Fatima

Ben Whitfield Scholarship Fund
Ms. Adell K. Whitfield

Holly Henning

Berniece Kirkland Grindle Endowed 
Scholarship Mr. Robert S. Grindle, Jr. 

Benjamin Myers Jarred Pernier

Beth Bates Bass and John Davis Bates 
Fund Mr. John E. Bates

Anna Lee
David Mosolf
Grace Knauff

Melaie Alvarez
Nolan Fauble
Sarah Schuenke

Betty M. Watts Memorial Fund for 
Food Science Dr. Jacqueline L. Dupont†

Samuel Kwawukume

Betty N. Griffith Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Oluranti Ogundele
Paige Gozdur

Gant surveys construction of Stone Building

tel:8506440565
mailto:kderryberry%40fsu.edu?subject=
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Billie J. Collier Graduate Scholarship 
Professor John R. Collier and Billie J. Collier, Ph.D.

Carson Outler

Brita Darling Endowed Fund for 
Teacher Education 
Mrs. Jennifer B. Driscoll, Mr. Donald E. Darling†

Riley Webber

Broward County/Florida State 
College for Women Endowed 
Scholarship
Ms. Mary L. Perfect, Ms. Jean C. Collins†

Fallon Collins

Bruce and Connie Long Endowment 
for the College of Education Office of 
Alumni Affairs
Ms. Constance C. Long and Mr. Bruce E. Long†

Larsson Lopez

Bruce Ernest Haddad and Dorothy 
Summers Haddad Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment Fund Mrs. 
Elaine M. Blanchard, Ms. Miriam M. Haddad†

Campbell Goff Emily Clark

Burney Endowed Scholarship
Dr. Dee Matreyek, Mr. Thomas W. Matreyek

Jaleha Lockwood

Calvin and Rose Zongker Scholarship 
Fund
Dr. Calvin E. Zongker and Mrs. Rose A. Zongker

Carson Outler Dylann Lowery

Career Advisor Alumni Scholarship
Florida Council For The Social Studies, Inc.

Danielle Smallwood

Carolyn Daffin McAfee Memorial 
Fund Colonel Oliver S. McAfee†

Emily Clark

Carolyn Xandrina Hudnall 
Scholarship-Loan Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Malena Edu

Carrie G. Hall Endowed Fund
Cheryl D. Lovell, Ph.D.

Lauren White

Charles Haworth Awards for Student 
Veterans in Education Professor Charles T. 
Haworth and Mrs. Sylvia E. Haworth

Jacob DeFee Michael Ward

Christopher E. Iansiti College of 
Education Outstanding Leader in 
Instructional Systems Endowed 
Scholarship Fund  Mr. Christopher E. Iansiti

Chufeng Bai Damilare Ajayi

Clara Lewis Endowed Scholarship in 
Education
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Brittany Light

Class of 1942 Endowed Scholarship in 
Education Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Kevin Ganus

Cleo Rainwater Scholarship Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Joseph Franks

College of Education, Health, and 
Human Sciences Scholarship Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Aida Rahimi Kahmini
Alyssa Giovannangeli
Arfa Mubeen
Bolade Olateju
Brett Cross
Carson Outler
Chenoa Troncozo 

Buenano
Crystal Marroquin
Danyel’ Smith
David Killian
Gwoncheol Park
Hao Lin
Isabelle Gouverneur
Jack Krebs

Jackson Anderson
Jiyoon Han
Joseph Vondrasek
Juhee Cavins
Lingxi Zhang
Nuodi Zhang
Roxy Wilson
Rylee Hoyt
Sarah Shelby
Timothy Griest
Victoria Langone
Wenting Song
Yarui Chen
Yinan Li
Youngmin Oh

Cora B. & Ross Evans Scholarship 
Fund Ms. Cora B. Evans†

Ashley Figueroa

Cornelia Davis Hamlin Endowed Fund 
Mr. Richard N. Hamlin and Ms. Anne T. Hamlin

Danyel’ Smith Regan Grigsby

Curtis Edward Spencer Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Mrs. Anne S. Daves

Emily Wilder Kobi Rasch

D. E. Gordon Endowed Scholarship in 
Instructional Systems
Doretta E. Gordon, Ph.D.

Adrienne Ellis

Delores “Dee” Shepherd Endowed 
Scholarship Mary Beth Seay, M.D.

Tai Cole

Dennis and Kathy Newman Endowed 
Scholarship Mr. Dennis K. Newman and Mrs. 
Kathy R. Newman

Ashleigh Adams
Katherine Stone

Marielle Newmark

Diamond Family Endowed Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Alexander Barrett

Donna Carilia Hedrick Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
Mr. Ted Hedrick and Mrs. Lori A. Hedrick

Valentina Fernandez

Donna Lou Askew Scholarship Fund 
Mrs. Donna Lou Askew

Markus Tomson

Dorothy Sue Holland Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Kathryn Kennelly

Dr. Andrew P. Daire Endowed 
Dissertation Fellowship 
Mrs. Darnetta S. Daire and Dr. Andrew P. Daire

Nicholas Reese

Scholarships

Dr. Ava D. Rodgers Endowed 
Scholarship Dr. Ava D. Rodgers†

Armani Jones Mengze Ma

Dr. Emily Haymes Graduate Student 
Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Emily M. Haymes†

Hannah Rajlich

Dr. Helen Cate Memorial Scholarship 
Fund 
Ms. Dianne S. Dempsey, Ms. Jere H. Schelberg†

Sasini Hettiarachchi

Dr. Helen Clark Brittin Endowed 
Scholarship 
Helen C. Brittin, Ph.D. and Mr. Anthony N. Brittin

Katelyn Everett

Dr. Imogene M. Mixson Endowed 
Scholarship Imogene M. Mixson, Ph.D.

Anna Seymore Macy Shealy

Dr. Imogene M. Mixson Endowed 
Scholarship in Educational 
Leadership Imogene M. Mixson, Ph.D.

Samuel Luby

Dr. Janet G. Lenz Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
Dr. Robert C. Reardon and Dr. Janet G. Lenz

Jalil McPherson

Dr. Jeong-Su Kim Graduate 
Scholarship and Research Fund
Ms. Ji-Young Kim

Blake Bridges

Dr. John Scott Dailey Endowed 
Scholarship The Honorable John E. Dailey 
and Virginia E. Dailey, Esq., Mrs. Sarah Ann Dailey

Raywan Farhat Marotta

Dr. Julia B. Schwartz Endowed 
Scholarship in Early Childhood Art 
Education Mr. Steven L. Gross, Dr. Roy O. 
Gross†, Ms. Edna S. Gross†

Emily Wilder
Erin Swan

Jaleah Knox
Naya Cortelyou

Dr. Kay Pasley Endowment for 
Excellence Mr. Lilbourne I. Mills, III

Daniel Smedley Frances MacVicar

Dr. Laurey T. and Charles A. Stryker 
Scholarships 
Dr. Laurey T. Stryker, Mr. Charles A. Stryker III†

Bhushan Dahal
Kenta Nagasawa

Lauren White

Dr. Linda J. Smith Endowed 
Scholarship for Lifelong Learning
Linda J. Smith, Ph.D.

Jai Bum Koo
Jessica Smith

Kiwanis Burr

Dr. Milton O. Jones Scholarship
Ms. Alice Jones, Dr. Milton O. Jones†

Eden Smith

Dr. Phoebe Jackson Smith Fund for 
the English Education Program
Mr. Taylor Smith

Gracey Waldron
Kiana Minervine

Margaret Moore

Dr. Richard C. Kunkel & Dr. Dawn M. 
Ossont Scholarship Fund Dr. Richard C. 
Kunkel and Dr. Dawn M. Ossont Kunkel

Jennifer Sinphay

Dr. Robert Lee “Bob” Vogt Math 
Scholarship Mr. Daniel T. Vogt

Azar Kamaldar

Dr. Sridhar Sathe Graduate 
Scholarship and Research Fund
Ms. Sandhya S. Sathe

Moriah Goss

Dr. T. Grant Brown Endowed Fund
Dr. Dawn L. Brown

Afsaneh Farhang Yixin Qian

Dr. Tommy K. and Carolyn M. Johnson 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Mr. Jeffrey C. Johnson, Dr. Tommy K. Johnson†, 
Mrs. Carolyn M. Johnson†

Lily McMullin

Dr. Toni Jo Mason Endowment for 
Excellence
Toni Jo Mason Private Foundation, Inc.

Dante Ramirez Savannah Lindberg

Dr. Willis DeKalb Veal Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment
Ms. Sonja L. Veal-Volino

Lance Levesque

Drs. Owen F. and Constance B. Gaede 
Endowment for Science Education 
Excellence Dr. Constance B. Gaede

Khadija Zogheib

Dwight Lowell Burton Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
Ms. Claudia Holland, Ms. Claudia H. Burton†

Allison Smith Caylee Taylor

Educational Leadership Online 
Student Scholarship Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Angela Murphy Renee Ilhardt

Edward M. Eissey Family Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Mr. E. Michael Eissey, Jr. 
and Mrs. Gail T. Eissey, Mr. Mark T. Eissey and Ms. 
Wendy H. Eissey, Dr. Edward M. Eissey, Sr.†

Joshua Kessner

Eleanore and Frank Kaney Endowed 
Scholarship The Honorable Frank N. Kaney 
and Mrs. Eleanore I. Kaney

Maddison Benowitz

Elizabeth and Frank Ralston 
Endowment for the College of Human 
Sciences Penny A. Ralston, Ph.D.

Samara Torres

Elizabeth Bell Smith Endowed 
Scholarship Ms. Elizabeth B. Smith†

Ciara Woodall Corinne Rodamaker

Ellen and Rod Thornton Scholarship 
Mrs. Ellen T. Thornton and Mr. Penrod S. 
Thornton

Michael Ward
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Ellen H. LeDuc Endowed Scholarship 
Fund Ms. Ellen H. LeDuc

Ava Monastero
Aydana Quiva
Bailee Reed

Benjamin Kelly
Malia Olsen

Ellen Holder McCormick & James 
K. McCormick Endowed Fund for 
Early Childhood Education Mr. James K. 
McCormick and Mrs. Ellen H. McCormick

Alondra Miranda-Tirado

Ellis and Dorothy York Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
George F. Cohen, M.D. and Mrs. Inez E. Cohen

Martiva Toby

Elsie Thomas Miller Scholarship Fund 
Mr. Chad A. Miller and Ms. Melissa S. Miller, 
Mr. Derek T. Miller, Mr. Roger W. Miller and Ms. 
Donna S. Miller, Ms. Ann W. Parramore, Mrs. Jo 
Shuford-Law

Daniel Smedley

Emma and Costa Kittles Scholarship 
in Health and Human Sciences 
Ms. Costina Kittles, Dr. Emma H. Kittles†, Mr. 
Costa Kittles†

Sadio Fenner

Endowment for Excellence 
Fellowships & Scholarships Fund
Mr. William G. Smith, Jr. and Mrs. Paula P. Smith 

Cooper Kework
Habiba Faiz

Hong Shik Park

Eunice Grady Endowed Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Yecenia Padron

Fay Kirtland Excellence in Education 
Endowed Fund Dr. Fay Kirtland†

Alexis Leftwich
Alyssa Selvey
Jameson Maddox
Jordyn Thomas

Kaitlyn Mixon
Laurel Garrison
Manoucheka Belfort
Marleigh Elmore

Fearless Five - Class of 1944 
Scholarship Mrs. Ilah J. Berry†

Benjamin Salazar
Grace Donovan

Isabel Colom
Sarah Wingler

Fletcher Family Endowed Scholarship 
Ann B. MCracken, M.D.

Alexa Curts

Florence Smith McAllister Endowed 
Fellowship Fund
Mr. Bert Roper, Colonel Charles D. McAllister†

Halli Van Den Heuvel
Hanye Li

Meghan Litchfield
Samuel Yu

Florida Council for Social Studies 
Fund for Excellence in Social Studies 
Education
Florida Council For The Social Studies, Inc.

Almaryee Jones
Benjamin Peavler
Emily Brennan

Emily Tully
Kyle Josemaria 

Gutierrez

Frances Newton Hall & Evelyn 
Wichelns Jerger Scholarship Fund
Mr. Dean W. Jerger and Mrs. Andrea H. Jerger

Jenna Duga
Lauren Bulnes

Presley Steverson
Rylie Walker

Frances R. Modrall Endowed 
Scholarship 
Mr. David L. Modrall and Mrs. Freddie A. Modrall

Ellah Alamo

FSU Exercise Science Physicians’, 
College of Medicine Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Abigail Watson

Fund for Excellence in Family 
Education Mrs. Jean B. Hughes

Amirah Abuthahir
Shanel Stephens

Yuanqi Ma

Gary W. Peterson Endowed Fund
Dr. Gary W. Peterson and Ms. Carolyn B. 
Peterson, Dr. Michael Shahnasarian and Mrs. 
Jean M. Shahnasarian

Jake Bucher Jillian Schiller

Gene and Julie Moran Elementary 
Education Scholarship Fund
Mr. Eugene F. Moran and Mrs. Julia M. Moran

Samantha Martin

Genevieve W. Thomas Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Temiloluwa Akeredolu-thomas

George Aker Scholarship Fund
Mrs. Mignette S. Aker, Mr. Jon K. Aker†

Samuel Luby

Gertrude Kandi Helin Memorial Fund 
Ms. Stephanie M. Bascot, Mr. Stevin C. Helin, Mrs. 
Tracey A. Winkler and Mr. Edward R. Winkler

Benjamin Kelly

Gideon and Martha Jones Endowed 
Fund for the Program for Visual 
Impairments in Special Education
Mrs. Martha J. Jones, Dr. Gideon R. Jones†

Emily Clark

Gordon S. and Patricia T. Holder 
Endowed Scholarship VADM (R) Gordon S. 
Holder, Ms. Patricia A. Holder†

Brittany Nelson Dalia Marsham

Hailey Marie Mullen Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship Mr. Brian J. Mullen

Raywan Farhat Marotta

Hallie Deaton Choate Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Larsson Lopez

Hardee Center for Leadership and 
Ethics in Higher Education Fund
The Hardee Center Board

Johnnie Allen Jr

Hardee Center George Young 
Fellowship in Higher Education Ms. 
Dawn W. Young†, Dr. George W. Young, III†

Lauren White

Harold F. Cottingham Memorial Fund 
Peter J. Scanlon, Ph.D. and Mrs. Lois A. Scanlon

Amelia Davis

Harold Oakleaf Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Domonique Caro-Rora

Hazel Royall Stephens O’Connor 
Dillmeier Endowed Fellowship in 
Sport Psychology
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Brianna Nykaza
Riley Heffernan

Ting Yu Ku

Hazel Royall Stephens O’Connor 
Dillmeier Endowed Scholarships in 
Sport Management Mrs. Hazel R. Dillmeier†

Daniel Martin
Jack Kealey
Jason Lester
Katheryn Novoa

Olivia Nicholson
Renata Gigante
Sydney Grimm

Helios Education Foundation Fund 
for FSU-Teach Program
Helios Education Foundation

Amelia Castro Kaylie Dominguez

Hellen Caro Endowed Scholarship 
Fund Mr. Willard Caro, Ms. Hellon H. Caro†

Laurel Kate Voeltz

Herb and Josie Rand Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
Ms. Catherine Chisholm Walker, Dr. Herbert C. 
Rand† and Mrs. Josie K. Rand†

Asia Henry
Carlin Weinberg

Danny Chiarodit

Herbert J. Reese Endowed Graduate 
Fellowship in Educational Leadership 
Ms. Patricia A. Doody, Mr. Ronald J. Reese and 
Mrs. Candace L. Reese, Mrs. Dorothy M. Reese†

Cody Bylsma Samantha Velez

Herman L. Frick Endowed Scholarship
Ms. Beverly B. Frick, Mr. H.D. Frick†

Amber Johnson

Hortense M. Glenn Scholarship Fund 
Ms. Karen Glenn, The Honorable Paul M. Glenn, 
Jr.†

Jamila Wade

Irene Gerlack Scholarship/Fellowship 
Endowment Ms. Alyssa I. Gerlack

Jonathan Hoch

Jackson-Wells Endowed Scholarship 
Fund Mrs. Lisa W. Kaul, Ms. Betty L. Wells†

Gabriella Jacobs

Jake G. Hornstein Endowed 
Scholarship Mr. Steven S. Hornstein and Mrs. 
Debra A. Hornstein

Trent Stukes

James P. Sampson, Jr. and Sandra 
M. Sampson Endowment Dr. James P. 
Sampson, Jr., Ms. Sandra M. Sampson†

Sabrina Quiroga

James Robert Barger and Carolyn 
Anne Roof Barger Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Mrs. Carolyn A. Barger

Sydney Prochaska

James Walters Graduate Fellowship 
Dr. Connor M. Walters, Dr. Lynda Walters

Frances MacVicar

Janet Roh Hirsch Scholarship Fund
Mrs. Kimberly A. Brown and Mr. Jess R. Brown, Mr. 
Jeffrey T. Hirsch and Mrs. Kimberly A. Hirsch, Mr. 
Thomas B. Hirsch and Ms. Sandra Hirsch

Stephen Chin Valeria Bustos

Janet Wells and Billie Jones Endowed 
Award Fund in Pedagogy
Dr. Billie J. Jones† and Dr. Janet Wells†

Emily Brown
Julia Apsel

Lindsey St. Jean
Paige Kalkhoff

Jason Evans Sports Medicine 
Scholarship Fund Mr. Rodney C. Evans and 
Mrs. Katherine K. Evans, Dr. Boyd R. Strain

Jacqueline Schmid Nathan Chang

Jean A. Reutlinger & Lillian H. Munn 
Scholarship 
Mr. Craig Reutlinger and Mrs. Paula M. Reutlinger

Eloise May Jay Snaric

Jean Garvin Howenstine Endowment 
Mr. Walter L. Garvin, Mr. Noel E. Garvin†, Ms. 
Sarah H. Garvin†

Katherine Stone

Jeff and Nancy Robison Scholarship 
Fund Ms. Nancy M. Stepina-Robison

Jessica Quinones Mikayla Heath

Jeffery Aguilar Endowed Internship 
in Special Education Ms. Margaret E. 
Pawlowski, Mr. Robert S. Pawlowski†

Riley Webber

Jim & Jewel Scearce Endowed 
Scholarship
Mrs. Tazumi O. Scearce and Mr. Scott Scearce

Catherine Metcalfe

Jim Impara Endowed Scholarship for 
Veterans James C. Impara, Ph.D. and Barbara 
S. Plake, Ph.D. 

Gidget Ryskamp

Joan and Ted Ziel Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Dr. Joan W. Ziel

Jonathan Jackson

Joel Ross Driver Memorial 
Scholarship
Mr. Paul E. Driver and Mrs. Judy Driver

Trisha McKenzie

Joey “Joey D” DiPascale Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship
The Joey D Foundation

Christian Callan

John and Clara McDonald Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Ms. Rosalie M. Agee†

Caroline Henk
Christopher O’Kelley
Dillon Riera
Ekaterina Filiakova
Hyeonju Kwon
Jinseob Ko
Jueun Shin

Linh Hoang
Sean Burke
Sewon Joo
Shiyi Ji
Sonika Parashar
Zhengao Li
Ziyue Meng

John E. and Mary L. Champion Human 
Sciences Endowed Undergraduate 
Honors Scholarship Award Fund
Mr. John E. Champion, Jr. and Mrs. Jane S. 
Champion, Ms. Sally C. Blackburn

Juliana Moquete Ryan Leskin

Scholarships
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John W. Daves Veterans Support Fund 
Mrs. Anne S. Daves

Michael Newsome

Joseph C. Beckham Endowment for 
Education Policy Studies
Professor Joseph C. Beckham

Catherine Metcalfe Jai Bum Koo

Joyce B. and Bob L. Miles Scholarship
Mrs. Joyce B. Miles and Mr. Bob L. Miles

Malena Edu

Kathryn & David Platt Endowed 
Scholarship Dr. Elizabeth J. Platt†

Zhiying Li

Kathryn Graham Crayton Memorial 
Scholarship Mr. Gary L. Crayton

Diego Garcia Diaz Lauren Haigh

Kuras-Taylor Memorial Fund Colonel 
Alexander C. Kuras and Mrs. Eileen M. Kuras

Matt Wheeler

Lane Fund for Excellence in Health 
and Human Sciences Dr. Betty Lane

Dylann Lowery

Lavina Laybold Endowed Scholarship 
Fund
Mr. Frank E. Dorsey and Dr. Jodee A. Dorsey

Isabelle Higgins

Learning & Cognition Student 
Support Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Janice Shultz

Leon Watts Endowed Scholarship 
Fund Ms. Karen Watts McCoy, Ms. Elizabeth 
Watts Bromery, Ms. Jean J. Watts Brown

Clarissa York

Liliana Muhlman Masoner Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Hilal Ayan Karabatman

Lisa Barkin Gootman Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Mr. Donald B. Barkin and 
Mrs. Carol S. Barkin, Dr. Craig Gootman

Lilliana Leitao

Lois & Thomas Edwards Scholarship 
for Special Education
Mr. Isaiah Edwards and Mrs. Dorothy S. Edwards, 
Mr. Marlon Edwards, Dr. Barbara J. Edwards†

Gabriella Brathwaite

Louise & Hugh Hinely Endowed 
Scholarship Fund 
Mrs. Louisa H. Martin and Mr. W. Peter Martin

Mercy Chepkemoi

M. Jean Keller Endowed Scholarship 
M. Jean Keller, Ph.D.

Diamond Scrivens Genesis Ramirez

Margaret K. & Fred S. Lewis Endowed 
Scholarship in Special Education 
Ms. Diane L. Johnson and Mr. Gerald J. Johnson, 
Ms. Margaret E. Lewis†

Davan Kryger
Ellah Alamo

James Bonbrest
Keira Tuten

Margaret Kassouny NIP Scholarship 
Fund

Roselynn Vargas

Margaret Spearman Parkman 
Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ms. Paula Mims, Ms. Margaret S. Parkman†

Abigail Johnson
Chevelyette McGriff
Daniele Shick
Laura Brimer

Nikki King
Sharon Rose Sloan
Virginia Barrett

Marie Geneau Memorial Scholarship/
Loan Fund Mrs. Justine G. Swenson

Robinson Jean-Claude

Mark DeGraff & Lula Hamilton 
DeGraff Research Loan Scholarship 
Fund in Education
Mark & Lula Hamilton DeGraff Trust

Brittany Nelson
Kayla Kitchens

Mariah Love

Mary Groover Huey and Anna 
Groover Carr Endowed Scholarship
Ms. Anna G. Carr†

Sadie van Hooijdonk

Mary Harmony Harden Shewmake 
Scholarship Endowment
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Lindsay Hernandez

Mary Hicks Endowed Scholarship 
Fund Ms. Lorna C. Hicks, Dr. Mary W. Hicks†

Ava Cockey

Maurice L. Litton Memorial Fund
Mr. Stan Litton, Ms. Leona A. Litton†

Jeckson De Andrade Silva

May Watson Connor Graduate 
Scholarship in Child Development
Dr. Connor M. Walters

Xinyun Zhang

Melvin & Helen Pope Elementary 
Education Scholarship Mrs. Mary Helen 
Daniel, Mrs. Katharine J. Pope, Mr. Robert W. 
Pope, Mr. Melvin L. Pope, Jr.†

Alexia Good
Brianna Sosa
Cecilia Estevez

Chelsea Brown
Lexie Mitchell

Mina Duty Cubbon Scholarship Fund 
Mr. Mike K. Sheridan, Mrs. Nancy C. Sheridan†

Amanda Messina

Myrtis Langston Watts Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Royal D. Watts, Jr.†

Casandra Orourke
Gwyneth Clark
Janie Inscore

Jillian Schiller
Kaitlyn Henao
Kennedi Childs

Nancy Duran Thomas Scholarship in 
Early Childhood Special Education Mr. 
Peter D. Thomas and Mrs. Sharyn D. Thomas, Mr. 
Tod Thomas and Mrs. Frances P. Thomas

Marylyn Clark

Nancy Ruth Fountain Morrow 
Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ms. Ruth J. Fountain, Mr. William R. Morrow, Jr. 
and Mrs. Jill E. Morrow

Giavanna Carlini

Natholyn Harris Endowed 
Scholarship Fund
Dr. Natholyn D. Harris, Mr. Ronald A. Harris†

Amanda Eldridge

NMSI UTeach Endowment Fund
National Math and Science Initiative

Adell Saponaro
Alba Ricardo Puente
Ana Eliza Lopez
Angela Rico
Angelina Phipps
Anna Stump
Ashlynn Gonzalez
Ava Dalessandro
Avery Doerhoff
Axel Gonzalez
Brenna Means
Catherine Porricolo
Cathrine Lamprecht
Elani Soto
Emma Albrecht
Gabriel Rosa

Gemma Buchanan
Grace Knauff
Jariel Garriga
Jemalyn Nocon
Jeremy Thomas
Kaleigh Paredes
Kara Lane-Lightfoot
Kenley Herrington
Mahmoud Yusuf
Malik Gay
Natalie Batista
Raya Bhuiyan
Rohita Paul
Sydney Taylor
Taylor Cline
Vanessa Torres

Norejane Hendrickson Award in 
Health and Human Sciences
Ms. Dorothy Hendrickson and Mr. Donald R. 
Vodicka

Alexander Morel Mya Ryan

Norejane J. Hendrickson Scholarship 
Fund Ms. Dorothy Hendrickson and Mr. Donald 
R. Vodicka

Breeanna Eldridge Serenity Colson

Norma Ronan Chafin Endowed 
Scholarship Mr. Robert W. Sheets, Jr. and Ms. 
Margaret M. Behr

Domonique Caro-Rora

Pamela Cobb Green Endowed 
Scholarship 
Ms. Sally B. Rhoden, Mrs. Pamela C. Green

Chloe Palmatier

Pao-Sen Chi Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment 
Min-Hwa Chi, Ph.D. and Mrs. Mangsun S. Huang, 
Yun-Hwa P. Hsieh, Ph.D. and Mr. Yuch P. Hsieh

Amanda Eldridge
David Marley
Holly Beaver

Sadio Fenner
Savannah Martin

Patricia A. Sargeant Endowed 
Scholarship Fund LTC(R) Patricia A. 
Sargeant, Ms. Maureen C. Hughes

MaryJo Ellis

Patrick Alex Brahaney Endowed 
Scholarship Ms. Esther K. Brahaney†

Justina Harsche
Sabina Lee

Vanessa Clarke

Phyllis L. Richards Endowed Graduate 
Scholarship in Child Development 
Dr. Phyllis L. Richards†

Ruimeng Gao

Pioneer Memorial Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Suravi Changlani

Prudence Ronan Mabry Endowed 
Scholarship in Special Education
Mr. Charles E. Mabry

Naomi DeCarvalho

R. Keith and Patricia Duggins Sigmon 
Endowed Scholarship in Education 
Mr. R. Keith Sigmon and Mrs. Patricia D. Sigmon

Joseph Zaragoza
Lauren Chen

Tai Cole

R. Palmer & Savannah S. Day 
Endowed Scholarship Dr. Savannah S. Day

Katherine Spurling

Robert C. Reardon Scholarship
Dr. Robert C. Reardon and Dr. Janet G. Lenz

Alfiya Mustafina Qiong Li

Robert E. Lee Scholarship 
Endowment 
Dr. Robert E. Lee, III and Michelle M. Lee, Ph.D.

Yunzhi Zheng

Robert K. Branson Endowed 
Internship in Instructional System Ms. 
Margaret D. Van Every, Ms. Malinda J. Branson

Alexandra Barstow

Robert L. Patrick Scholarship 
Endowment Ms. LaVerne J. Scholtz†

Emma Wolnewitz Sydney Aparicio

Robin  Hood Leach Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Charlotte Hayes

Rogaski Visual Disabilities Education 
Endowment Mr. Stanley J. Rogaski and Ms. 
Margaret M. Rogaski

Emily Clark Flavio Kertzman

Roger Kaufman Endowment for 
Excellence Mrs. Janice E. Kaufman

Idam Kim

Rosalie and John Bowen and 
Kathleen Bowen Tesch Endowed 
Scholarship Fund 
Mrs. Kathleen L. Tesch and Mr. John D. Tesch, Mr. 
John W. Bowen, Sr., Ms. Rosalie M. Bowen†

Kendall McClain

Ruth Dales Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Iris Schwimmer

Sharon Gray Van Dusseldorp 
Endowed Scholarship
Mr. Larry Van Dusseldorp, Sr.

Ulshat Mussayeva

Shellie-Ann Marie Braswell Memorial 
Scholarship Mr. Allie L. Braswell, Jr., Ms. 
Shellie-Ann M. Braswell†

Voranica Joseph

Scholarships
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Skepple Family Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Rose A. Skepple and Mr. St Claire D. Skepple

Halle Joyner

Sport Management General Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Ashlyn Solomon
Meredith Grimm

Natalie Wallace
Noah Kalter

Staunton Military Academy - John 
Deal Education Scholarship
Mr. Hunter W. Henry and Mrs. Elaine V. Henry

Annette Zamsky

Su Wei So Scholarship Mr. Samuel S. So

Yinan Li

Sue Nelson and Trish England 
Endowed Fellowship 
Ms. Suzanne C. Nelson, Ms. Patricia L. England†

Nikki King

Support Staff Development Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Sarina Williams

Susan and Marie Hipps Endowed 
Scholarship Mr. Jack M. Hipps

Kali Kamiya Katelyn Slosson

Sylvia Sparkis Endowed Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Mr. Romas Sparkis and Mrs. Gabrielle Sparkis

Lillian Adelfio

Tennis With a Different Swing Fund - 
Sheila Bolin Scholarship Tennis With A 
Different Swing, Inc., Ms. Sheila S. Bolin

Chloe Mottin

Terrence & Loyal S. Leas Endowed 
Scholarship in Higher Education
Terrence Leas, Ph.D. and Mrs. Loyal S. Leas

Morgan Danyi Xinting Wu

Thomas Wesley Byrun Endowed 
Scholarship Ms. Mary L. Herr†

Bowen Yu
Feiting Li

Ruoshan Hu
Thu Huyen Nguyen

Tornillo Family Scholarship Fund
Ms. Donna M. Tornillo

Ashley Sposato
Kameelah Weeks

Martyna Smart
Trisha Phillip

Trish England and Sue Nelson 
Endowed Scholarship Ms. Suzanne C. 
Nelson, Ms. Patricia L England†

Aaliyah Williams

Visual Disabilities Fund
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Iris Schwimmer Teri McCord

W. Hugh Stickler Memorial Fund
Mrs. Sindy S. Burggraf and Mr. William N. 
Burggraf

Britain Riley

Walter F. Hayes Family Endowment
Dr. Kevin M. Hayes and Mrs. Ashley W. Hayes

Christin Domeier

Walter H. Wray Endowed Memorial 
Scholarship Walter H. Wray, Jr., M.D., Mrs. 
Gwendolyn L. Wray

Yarui Chen

Wayne King Endowed Scholarship
Anne’s College Alumni & Friends

Ezequiel Espinosa

William J. and Jane G. Montford 
Excellence in Academics Scholarship 
Senator William J. Montford, III and Mrs. Jane G. 
Montford

Mercy Chepkemoi

Willie Le Hall Johnson Endowed 
Scholarship in Education
Ms. Willie Le Hall Johnson†

Jaleha Lockwood
Kayla Lewis

Laurel Kate Voeltz

Wilson Sitton Endowed Scholarship
Jean D. Wilson, M.D.†, Dr. Margaret A. Sitton†

Mahmuda Akter

Wood-Parramore Scholarship Fund 
Ms. Ann W. Parramore

Junwoo Lee

Scholarships Sponsors

NORTHSIDE
(2910 Kerry Forest Pkwy)

POWERMILL
(2708 Power Mill Ct)

MIDTOWN
(118 E 6th Ave)
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HONORS, AWARDS 
AND SERVICE
Damon Andrew, dean of Anne’s College, 
began his term as president-elect of the 
American Kinesiology Association in Janu-
ary 2025. Andrew serves as president-elect 
in the 2025-26 year, followed by a term as 
president of the AKA in the 2026-27 year. 
Andrew also received the 2025 Earle F. 
Zeigler Lecture Award, the most presti-
gious award given by the North American 
Society for Sport Management.

Cameron Beatty, associate professor in 
the Department of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies, received the award 
for Distinguished Support for Graduate 
Students from the NASPA faculty council 
at the NASPA Annual Conference in March 
2025.

Michael Delp, Michael Giardina, Bob 
Hickner and Michael Ormsbee were 
inducted into the National Academy of 
Kinesiology as part of the class of 2024 
new fellows. They were inducted for their 
distinguished and sustained contributions 
to the field of kinesiology through scholar-
ship and professional service.

Veronica Fleury, associate professor of 
Special Education, was appointed associ-
ate editor of the Journal of Early Interven-
tion.

Garret Hall, assistant professor in the 
Department of Educational Psychology 
and Learning Systems, received the Light-

ner Witmer Award from Division 16 (School 
Psychology) of the American Psychologi-
cal Association, which recognizes early-ca-
reer professionals and academic school 
psychologists who have demonstrated 
scholarship that merits special recognition.

Phil Hiver, associate professor in the 
School of Teacher Education, was named 
associate editor of System.

Amal Ibourk, associate professor in the 
School of Teacher Education, was named 
an Early-Career Research Fellow by the 
Gulf Research Program of the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine. She joined the program’s educa-
tion research track to contribute to the 
advancement of science, STEM, and envi-
ronmental education in the Gulf region.

Lyndsay Jenkins, Michael and Jean 
Shahnasarian Endowed Professor in the 
Department of Educational Psychology 
and Learning Systems, was named a fellow 
of the American Psychological Association. 
The honor is regarded as one of the most 
prestigious in the field. Jenkins was also 
invited to join the Society for the Study of 
School Psychology (SSSP).

Lara Perez-Felkner, professor of Higher 
Education, was named associate editor 
of Research in Higher Education and is 
serving as inaugural vice chair for the 
Association of the Study of Higher Educa-
tion’s new fellowship program. Addition-
ally, Perez-Felkner and higher education 
alumna Ciera Fluker, were awarded Edited 
Book of the Year by the American Asso-

ciation for Hispanic Higher Education for 
their 2024 publication of Latin* Students 
in Engineering: An Intentional Focus on a 
Growing Population.

Jenny Root, Anne and John Daves 
Endowed Associate Professor in the 
School of Teacher Education, was selected 
as one of about 400 scientists and engi-
neers to receive the Presidential Early 
Career Award for Scientists and Engi-
neers, announced by the White House 
in January 2025. Root was also named 
associate editor of Teacher Education 
and Special Education, the journal of the 
Teacher Education Division of the Council 
for Exceptional Children.

Prashant Singh, associate professor 
in the Department of Health, Nutrition, 
and Food Sciences, was named a senior 
member of the National Academy of 
Inventors. NAI senior members are active 
faculty, scientists and administrators with 
success in patents, licensing and commer-
cialization, and have produced technolo-
gies that have had a real impact on the 
welfare of society.

Kyle Smith, assistant professor of Health, 
Nutrition, and Food Sciences, was selected 
as a 2025 Fellow for the Transdisciplinary 
Research on Energetics and Cancer Train-
ing Workshop funded by the National 
Cancer Institute.

Sherry Southerland, former Anne and 
John Daves Endowed Professor in the 
School of Teacher Education, received 
the 2025 Distinguished Contributions 

FACULTY 
ACHIEVEMENTS
Faculty excellence in scholarship, research, and creative activity is critical to the quality of student learning 
and makes a difference in the lives of others. Throughout the year, honors and recognitions are awarded to 
individual faculty members in Anne's College. Their achievements are listed below to recognize accomplish-
ments and showcase honors, awards, bylines, presentations, grants, service and any other notable items. 

to Science Education through Research 
Award ahead of her 2025 retirement. It 
is the highest award bestowed upon 
members of the National Association for 
Research in Science Teaching.

Amy S. Thompson, director of the School 
of Teacher Education, received the 2025 
Distinguished Service to the Profession 
Award from the Association of Language 
Departments, a part of the Modern 
Language Association.

Joseph Watso, assistant professor of 
Exercise Physiology, earned a 2025 
Environmental and Exercise Physiology 
Section Early-career Research Award from 
the American Physiological Society.

GRANTS, 
PRESENTATIONS AND 
PUBLICATIONS
Motoko Akiba is editor-in-chief of the 
American Education Research Journal. She 
co-authored the editor’s introduction in 
the journal, which shares the new editorial 
team’s vision and priorities. 

Timothy Baghurst co-authored “A Case 
for Thinking About Thinking in Sports 
Coaching: Understanding Situated Cogni-
tion as a Means to Inform Coaching Prac-
tice,” published in the International Sport 
Coaching Journal. Baghurst also authored 

“Coaching Endorsements, Certifications, 
Policies, and the Need for Reform in Flor-
ida School Sports: Why We Need to Lead 
the Change” and “Lived Experiences of 
Stress and the Coping Mechanisms of 
Assistant Coaches in the National Basket-
ball Association (NBA),” as well as “‘You 
coach coaches?’ A rationale for the coach 
developer role and practical guidelines 
for effective working relationships with 
coaches,” each published in Quest, the offi-
cial journal of the National Association for 
Kinesiology in Higher Education. He also 
published two articles in the International 
Journal of Kinesiology in Higher Education 
exploring the coaching of international 
student-athletes and retention in online 
kinesiology-based college courses. Addi-
tionally, Baghurst was the keynote speaker 
at the biannual conference of the Associa-
tion Internationale des Écoles Supérieures 
d’Éducation Physique (AIESEP) and was the 
keynote speaker at the International Orga-

nization of Health, Sports, and Kinesiolo-
gy’s (IOHSK) annual conference, both held 
in May 2025.

Megan Buning, clinical associate profes-
sor in the Interdisciplinary Center for 
Athletic Coaching, conducted a work-
shop titled “AI, Imagery, & Emotion: How 
Consultants Can Leverage Artificial Intelli-
gence to Enhance Client Imagery Skills & 
Emotion Regulation” at the Association of 
Applied Sport Psychology annual confer-
ence. Buning also gave two presentations 
at the National Association of Kinesiology 
in Higher Education conference: a solo 
presentation titled “Teaching Using Teams 
in Research Courses,” and a presentation 
conducted with three M.S. students titled 

“Journey to the Core: Helping Coaches 
Create Anchors through Core Values.”

Vanessa Dennen, Mack and Effie Camp-
bell Tyner Distinguished Professor of 
Instructional Systems and Learning Tech-
nologies, co-authored “Navigating the high 
school to university transition with social 
media: intensity of use, sense of belonging, 
and meaningful change” alongside alumna 
Lauren Bagdy and doctoral candidate Hilal 
Ayan Karabatman. It was published in 
Information & Learning Sciences.

Veronica Fleury, associate professor of 
Special Education, delivered the spotlight 
session for the Division on Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities at the 2025 
Council for Exceptional Children Annual 
Convention in Baltimore. Her lecture was 
titled “Pre-bunking and Debunking Autism 
Misinformation.”

Bob Hickner, Linda Grizzard Owens 
Endowed Professor in the Department 
of Health, Nutrition, and Food Sciences, 
co-authored “Creatine monohydrate 
supplementation and NOX impact skele-
tal muscle microvascular blood flow: a pilot 
study,” alongside researcher Mostafa Ali 
and numerous exercise physiology Ph.D. 
alumni. It was published in the European 
Journal of Physiology.

Shouping Hu, Lou & Elizabeth Bender 
Endowed Professor of Higher Education, 
and Joe O’Shea, Higher Education faculty 
and FSU’s Vice President for Student 
Academic Success, published a compre-
hensive volume titled The Routledge Hand-
book on Postsecondary Student Success.

Roxanne Hughes, associate professor in 
the School of Teacher Education, co-au-

thored “Instilling a Sense of Belonging in 
STEM through a Virtual Summer Program 
for Girls,” alongside a pair of graduate 
students. The article was published in 
Connected Science Learning. 

Allan Jeong, associate professor of 
Instructional Systems and Learning Tech-
nologies, received the award for best 
paper at the Cognition and Exploratory 
Learning in the Digital Age conference for 
his paper titled “The Effects of Politeness 
on Shaping Discourse in Online Debates” 
published in Distance Education.

Sarah Johnson, associate professor of 
Health, Nutrition, and Food Sciences, is 
a principal investigator on a $7.3 million 
multi-PI grant from the National Institutes 
of Health’s Botanical Dietary Supplements 
Translational Research Teams program. 
The project is titled “Examining Gut Micro-
biome as a Determinant of Blueberry Poly-
phenol Bioavailability to Optimize Dose 
and Phytochemical Standardization for 
Functional Effects in Humans.”

Kadir Kozan, assistant professor of 
Instructional Systems and Learning 
Technologies, and doctoral students 
co-authored “Instructional Designers’ 
Integration of Generative Artificial Intel-
ligence into Their Professional Practice,” 
published in Education Sciences.

Thomas Ledermann and Myriam Rudaz 
of the Department of Human Develop-
ment and Family Science co-authored 

“On Partial Versus Full Mediation and the 
Importance of Effect Sizes,” published 
in Advances in Methods and Practices in 
Psychological Science.

Matthew Lenard, assistant professor of 
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies, 
conducted research on K-12 career and 
technical education that was included in 
the 2025 Economic Report of the Presi-
dent (chapter 7, page 278).

Ravinder Nagpal, associate professor of 
Food and Nutrition Sciences, was invited 
to deliver a research talk titled “Gut patho-
biome in Alzheimer’s neuropathogenesis” 
at the Infectious Diseases Society of Amer-
ica annual meeting in Los Angeles. Nagpal 
also co-authored “Almond snacking modu-
lates gut microbiome and metabolome in 
association with improved cardiometabolic 
and inflammatory markers,” published in 
Nature’s The Science of Food. Five graduate 
students served as co-authors.
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Ravinder Nagpal and Chester Ray of the 
Department of Health, Nutrition, and Food 
Sciences co-authored “Microbiome-based 
therapeutics towards healthier aging and 
longevity” published in Genome Medicine.

Deb Osborn, professor and co-direc-
tor of the Psychological and Counseling 
Services program, co-authored an arti-
cle titled “A Content Analysis of Informa-
tion and Communication Technology in 
Career Development Articles from 2009 
to 2022,” published in the International 
Journal for Educational and Vocational 
Guidance. Doctoral student Jacob Stamm 
also contributed. Osborn and numer-
ous doctoral students and alumni also 
co-authored “Beyond the Game: Explor-
ing the Interplay of Career Thoughts, 
Career Adaptability, and Athletic Identity 
in Shaping Postgraduate Paths for Student 
Athletes,” published in the Journal of Post-
secondary School Success. 

Lara Perez-Felkner, professor of Higher 
Education, and Ph.D. candidate Holly 
Henning received an $11,447 grant from 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation for a stra-
tegic communications project. Perez-Felk-
ner also received a $290,356 subaward 
from the FAMU-FSU College of Engineer-
ing and the National Science Founda-
tion’s CREST II Center. Perez-Felkner and 
students also co-authored “Public Financ-
ing of STEM Education: Research Evidence 
and Policy Recommendations,” published 
in Policy Insights from the Behavioral and 
Brain Sciences. Additionally, Perez-Felkner 
co-authored “The (Mis)Education of Black 
Boys: Exploring the Contributing Factors of 
Their Accelerated Curricular Decision-Mak-
ing Process,” published in the Journal of 
African American Males in Education, and 
a book chapter titled “Student Success for 
Latin* Students,” in the Routledge Hand-
book on Postsecondary Student Success.

Lara Perez-Felkner and Shouping Hu 
from the Higher Education program co-au-
thored “Pathways into Computing Fields 
by Florida’s Community College Students,” 
published in the Community College Jour-
nal of Research and Practice, as well as 

“The Impact of Merit Aid on STEM Major 
Choices: A Propensity Score Approach,” 
both published in Educational Evaluation 
and Policy Analysis.

Qinchun Rao, Betty M. Watts Endowed 
Professor in the Department of Health, 
Nutrition, and Food Sciences, co-authored 

the article, “Exploring the effects of plas-
ma-activated water and probe-type ultra-
sonication on white shrimp (Litopenaeus 
setiferus) and Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua) 
proteins: A comparative study,” published 
in LWT – Food Science and Technology. Rao 
also co-authored “Quantitative Assess-
ment of Bony Fish Tropomyosin Using a 
Monoclonal Antibody Competitive ELISA,” 
published in the Journal of Agricultural and 
Food Chemistry. Doctoral students and 
alumni contributed to both.

Jenny Root, Anne and John Daves 
Endowed Associate Professor in the 
School of Teacher Education, guest edited 
a special issue of Research and Practice for 
Persons with Severe Disabilities (Volume 49 
issue 4), within which she co-authored a 
conceptual paper titled “Embracing Mixed 
Methods Research in Special Education.” 
Root also co-authored a paper in the 
new peer-reviewed, open-access journal 
Research in Special Education titled “Priori-
tizing Preregistration in Special Education.”

Bret Staudt Willet, assistant professor 
of Instructional Systems & Learning Tech-
nologies, guest edited a two-part special 
issue of 12 articles for Information & Learn-
ing Sciences, titled “Learning with Social 
Media in an Algorithmic Age: Opportuni-
ties and Challenges for Education.” Staudt 
Willet wrote the introductory editorial to 
the special issue and co-authored one 
of its articles: “Understanding beginning 
teachers’ socio-ecological challenges: 
self-directed learning in the r/Teachers 
subreddit,” alongside doctoral candidate 
Hunhui Na.

Joseph Watso, assistant professor of 
Exercise Physiology, had an abstract 
selected as one of the Walter B. Cannon 
Lecture Abstracts of Distinction for the 
2025 American Physiology Summit (APS) 
and was the recipient of the American 
Journal of Physiology- Regulatory and Inte-
grative Physiology Impact Paper Award 
presented at APS. Additionally, Watso 
and three Ph.D. candidates co-authored 

“Differential effects of female aging on 
sympathetic blood pressure regulation 
at rest and during stress in humans,” 
published in Physiological Reports. Watso 
also co-authored “Advanced phenotyping 
in patients with a fontan circulation uncov-
ers effects of pulmonary vascular disease” 
published in Heart and Circulatory Physiol-
ogy as well as “Central Blood Pressure and 

Arterial Stiffness Among Ultramarathon 
Runners Across the Lifespan,” published 
in the European Journal of Applied Physiol-
ogy, “Cardiac Responses to Environmental 
Heat Exposure in Young and Older Adults,” 
published in the Journal of Applied Physiol-
ogy, and “Sodium Intake and Biological Sex 
Influence Urinary Endothelin-1 in Salt-Re-
sistant Adults: A Pilot Study,” published in 
the American Journal of Physiology – Regu-
latory, Integrative and Comparative Phys-
iology.

Jason Williams and Joseph Watso from 
the Department of Health, Nutrition, and 
Food Sciences co-authored “Upper Leg 
Muscular Co-Contraction During Maxi-
mal-Speed Sprinting in Male Club Ice 
Hockey Athletes,” published in Sports Medi-
cine - Open.

Annie Wofford, assistant professor of 
Higher Education, co-authored “We Can 
Change the Culture Through Those Indi-
vidual Engagements’: Social Exchange and 
Equity-Mindedness in STEMM Doctoral 
Students’ Roles as Mentors,” published 
in Studies in Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Education. Doctoral candidate Holly 
Henning was a co-author. Wofford also 
co-authored “Building Transfer Student 
Interest in Computer Science Ph.D.s: 
Examining an Advising Intervention Using 
a Staged Innovation Design,” published in 
Research in Higher Education.

Annie Wofford, Lara Perez-Felkner, 
Bret Staudt Willet, and a researcher 
from UCLA published a research note 
titled, “Geography of Computing Gradu-
ate Degree Opportunities: Examining the 
Characteristics of Minority-Serving Insti-
tutions,” in Research in Higher Education.

Qian (Jackie) Zhang, associate professor 
of Educational Psychology and Learning 
Systems, is a sub-award principal investi-
gator on an Institute of Education Sciences 
training grant titled “Bayesian Longitudi-
nal Data Modeling in Education Sciences,” 
awarded to the University of Virginia.

Stefanie Gall (M.S. ’70, Ph.D. ’73) received 
the Educator of a Lifetime Award from 
the Bay District School System, the high-
est honor bestowed by the district. The 
award celebrates her lifelong dedication 
to education and the profound impact 
she has made on Bay County students, 
educators, and the community during her 
45-year career in education.

Yvonne Tedder (B.S. ’88) has been 
promoted to vice president of human 
resources at CSI Leasing, Inc. Tedder leads 
the company’s global HR strategy, oversee-
ing talent acquisition, employee engage-
ment, training and development, and 
compensation and benefits. Tedder joined 
CSI after serving as director of human 
resources at Precoat Metals. She holds 
a master’s degree in human resources 
development and management from 
Webster University in addition to her bach-
elor’s degree in child development from 
FSU. Tedder also serves on the board of 
directors for The Bennett Project and on 
the HR committee for FamilyForward.

Myron Rolle (B.S. ’08, M.D. ’17) joined 
Nemours Children’s Health in Orlando as 
an attending pediatric neurosurgeon. In 
his unique, distinguished career, Rolle was 
a star FSU football player, earned a Rhodes 
Scholarship to Oxford University, played 
in the NFL for three seasons, earned 
his medical degree from FSU College of 
Medicine, and completed his residency 
at Harvard-Mass General Hospital and a 
fellowship at Johns Hopkins All Children’s 
in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Madison Johnson (B.S. ’14), co-owner of 
Posies Flower Truck, is helping grow the 
Florida-based mobile flower business into 
a blooming success across Tampa Bay, 
Sarasota and Winter Park. After joining 
her mother in this venture in 2022, John-
son applied her FSU education in retail 
merchandising and product development 
to expand the company into a 10-truck 
fleet with plans for national franchising. 
The business was featured on PBS’s “Start 
Up USA” for its innovative approach to 
mobile retail and community engagement.

Shiyi Chen (Ph.D. ’19) was awarded a $1.4 
million NSF career grant as an associate 
professor of child development at the 
University of Idaho. Her five-year project 
will investigate young children’s emerging 
metacognition and its role in science learn-
ing. Chen’s work focuses on metacognition, 
which is the ability to reflect on and regu-
late one's own cognitive processes.

Naomi Coté (M.S. ’22) was nominated as 
Palm Bay Magnet High School’s teacher 
of the year. By helping to build her school 
community through club sponsorship, 
fostering school spirit, and implement-
ing innovative teaching practices, she 
has made a significant impact on her 
school. Coté was placed at PBMHS for 
her student-teaching practicum and has 
taught there ever since.

Carolyn Greiner (M.S. ’22) founded OWLS 
Consulting — Optimize with Learning Solu-
tions — a company that helps businesses 
strengthen their learning and develop-
ment programs through tools like eLearn-
ing, VR, and AR. Recently featured on the 
entrepreneurial competition show The 
Blox on Amazon Prime, Greiner contin-
ues to advance the role of instructional 
design in improving workplace perfor-
mance, employee retention, and leader-
ship development.
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