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Ancient ice core draws researchers from around the world
By Libby Fairhurst
FSU News and Public Affairs

O
n the outside, it’s an
unassuming one-story
annexat thewestendof
the Carraway Building.
Inside, however, the

Antarctic Marine Geology Re-
searchFacility (AMGRF) at Florida
StateUniversity isaverycoolplace,
and in more ways than one.

Established at FSU in 1963
throughtheNationalScienceFoun-
dation’s Office of Polar Programs,
the chilly curatorial and research
center beganas anational reposito-
ry for geological material from the
Southern Ocean, and now houses
the premier collection of Antarctic
deep-sea sediment cores.

What’s more, the AMGRF ––
an adjunct of the geological sci-
ences department –– is one of the

Shelf, theEarth’s largest floating ice
body –– the hard-won specimen is
laced with sediment dating from
the present day to about 10million
years ago.

Now housed at the AMGRF,
the core provides a geologic record
of the ice shelf’shistory inunprece-
dented detail.

Apolar research news feature

gathered at the ice-cold FSU facili-
ty to study its extraordinary new
acquisition: an ancient sediment
core offering the best record yet of
globalwarming’s impactonoceans
worldwide.

Extracted during the most re-
cent Antarctic summer from
record-setting drilling depths ––
4,214 feet below the sea floor that
lies beneath Antarctica’s Ross Ice

two national user facilities at FSU
(the National HighMagnetic Field
Laboratory is theother). In fact, last
May the AMGRF curatorial staff
and members of the FSU geologi-
cal sciences faculty hosted an inter-
national teamof users –– scientists,
drillers, students and educators ––
from across the nation and New
Zealand, Italy, theUnitedKingdom
and Germany. The researchers

By Jeffery Seay
Editor in Chief

F
lorida State University
has launched a cam-
paign that is intended
to unite its student
body through shared

values and to strengthen the
connection students feel toward
their alma mater.

Through the student-inspired
TRUESeminolecampaign, theuni-
versity will advance the ideals of

to promote the TRUE Seminole
campaignand instill a senseof core
values that bindusasSeminoles—
compassion and service to others
— is through a T-shirt program,”
O’Shea said. “It is just one of the
projects the campaign plans to im-
plement.”

FSU students — and all FSU
fans for that matter — will be
strongly encouraged to wear the
garnet, Nike T-shirt to every home
football game. “I am a Seminole”
will be emblazoned on the front;
“We are Florida State” will be on
the back.

“Theconcept for the inaugural
T-shirtdesigncamefromthewhole
idea that we are a ‘Seminole com-
munity,’”Mahshie said. “As single
people,we each are Seminoles, but
together, we are one university.”

The shirts will do more than
boost spirit at sporting events. Five
dollars from the sale of each shirt
will be used both to endow schol-
arships for student-athletes and to
provide opportunities for students
in need.

“Our retail partners have em-

we will strive to uphold the ideals
of our namesake and of Florida
State,” said FSU senior Joe
Mahshie, thepresidentof theSemi-
nole Student Boosters.

“The campaign harnesses
what is best about our Seminole
culture— a humble, warm and in-
clusive community,” said Joe
O’Shea,auniversity trusteeandthe
student body president. “It stems
from the reason I came to FSU in
the first place. It’s our niche in the
collegemarket,andit’swhatmakes
us so special. At FSU, we embrace
our community and acknowledge
that we’re privileged simply to
have the opportunity to go to col-
lege.”

O’Shea added that the cam-
paign fits perfectly with FSU’s ini-
tiatives to enhance its culture of in-
clusionandcaring,suchasitsCARE
Program that helps low-income,
first-generation students.

As a major component of the
TRUESeminolecampaign, theuni-
versity has sanctioned an official
game-dayT-shirt, the“TRUEPride
Tee.”

“Initially, themost visibleway

“Tradition, Respect, Unity and Ex-
cellence” as fundamental to being
a Florida State Seminole.

The students of the Seminole
Student Boosterswhodreamedup
the idea to energize school spirit
andpromoteservice toothersases-
sential to the FSU experience also
will use the campaign to under-
score the respect they have for the
Seminole Tribe of Florida.

“It is anhonor to represent the
unconqueredspirit of theSeminole
Tribe, and through this campaign

FSU geology Professor Sherwood W. Wise Jr. of the Antarctic Marine Geology Research Facility (left), visiting
postdoctoral researcher Simon Nielson, who is the AMGRF’s incoming curator (center), and current curator
Matthew Olney (right) standing in the facility’s massive cold-storage vault.

TRUE Seminoles
Joe O’Shea, left, and Joe Mahshie
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Wetherell
wants you
to know:

Florida State University has
the most important magnets
in the world at the National
High Magnetic Field
Laboratory.

To learn more about this and
other research projects, visit
www.fsu.eduorwww. path-

ways. fsu.edu.

FSU campus on guard against crises, severe weather
By Bayard Stern
Managing Editor

The shooting tragedy that oc-
curred this past April on the cam-
pus of the Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitutesentshockwavesofsadness
and grief across the country. Cam-
pus security procedures immedi-
atelywere put under scrutiny, and
university police chiefs suddenly
werebeingaskedhowtheywould
respond to similar scenarios.

FloridaStateUniversityChief
of Police David Perry alreadywas
involved in asking and answering
those very types of questions on
April 16, the day of the shootings.
Inside FSU police headquarters,
Perry was hosting the inaugural
Atlantic Coast Conference Chiefs
of Police Training Summit. In at-
tendance were the chiefs from
Georgia Tech, North Carolina
State, the University of Miami,
Wake Forest and the University of
Maryland. Absent was Wendell
Flinchum, Virginia Tech’s chief,
who had decided not to come to
Tallahassee and remained in
Blacksburg, Va.

“I kept Wendell’s name tag,”
said Perry, holding Flinchum’s
laminated tag. “Hewas one of the
first people to register for the con-
ference, and he wanted to be here
to share his insights because they
had a shooting several months
ago. He was eager to attend, but
there was a situation on his cam-
pus (unrelated to the shootings)
andhe felt heneeded tobe thereas
the law-enforcement leader.”

Perry said the conferencewas
productive and became more
meaningful as the day’s tragic
events unfolded. As the news
spread, the visiting law-enforce-
ment leaderswere interviewed by
reporters, and they all remained in
close contact with their respective
campus police departments
throughout the day.

Other agencies that partici-
pated in the training summit in-

Ready designation, FSU had to
meetseveralcriteria, saidDaveBu-
jak, FSU’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator.

“Among other things, we in-
stalled80NOAA(NationalOcean-
ic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion) weather radios throughout
the campus to keep faculty, staff,
students and visitors safe when
threatening weather approaches,”
Bujak said.

“Our mission is to save lives
and property by issuing forecasts
and warnings,” said Bob Goree of
the Tallahassee office of the Na-
tionalWeatherService,which is lo-
cated on the FSU campus in the
LoveBuilding, alongwith theFSU
department of meteorology. “A
long time ago, we realized that a
warning is no good unless people
respond and understand it. That’s
what StormReady is all about. It
lets students and faculty know
whensevereweatheror floodingis
imminent and what to do to take
appropriate action.”

FSU has implemented addi-
tional ways to keep students, fac-

nowvery,veryawareofvulnerabil-
ities on all campuses. The situation
at Virginia Tech could occur any-
where—evenonourcampus—so
mentally, our preparedness has be-
comeevenmoresharpenedandfo-
cused. Inwardly, we all have
changed and thought about how
critical our jobs arehere at FSUand
howcritical it is totrainandprepare
for those types of emergencies.”

TheFSUPoliceDepartment is
fully accredited as a law-enforce-
ment agency by the Florida Ac-
creditation Commission.

Being ready for any emer-
gency, including severeweather, is
a top priority for FSU, Perry said.

FSU received “StormReady”
certification from the National
Weather Service on May 29. This
designation certifies that the uni-
versity is well prepared to safe-
guard its people and property
from severe weather. FSU is the
first university in Florida — and
one of only 16 in the United States
— to be recognized with this dis-
tinction.

In order to receive the Storm-

Crist and the rest of the task force
onMay 3 on the FSU campus.

FSUpolice are trained tohan-
dle any type of crisis, according to
Perry, andhehas every confidence
in his officers and staff.

“The event brought extra
meaning to all of the training that
FSU police officers have complet-
ed, and continue to do,” he said.
“Events like that amplify the im-
portance of everyone’s job who
works for the FSU Police Depart-
ment.

“AfterApril16,westillhadthe
samepolicies,proceduresandexer-
cises,” Perry continued. “We train
specifically for many possible sce-
narios. But looking back now, we
have changed and think about
things differently. Mentally, we are

cluded the Florida A&M Uni-
verisity Police Department, the
Leon County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, the Tallahassee Fire Depart-
ment, local emergency services,
the FSU Office of the Dean of Stu-
dents and FSUAthletics.

In response to the Virginia
Tech tragedy, on April 30, Florida
Gov. Charlie Crist created the Gu-
bernatorial Task Force for Univer-
sity Campus Safety, charged with
researching university campus
safety in Florida. Perry, the only
university police chief asked to
serve on the task force, made a
presentation, “The FSUPoliceAp-
proach to Crisis Intervention,” to

One of the three warning sirens that are part of Florida State University’s emergency notification system.
In the event of an emergency, the university can sound the sirens or use them as a public address system.

etired appellate judge

Jim Joanos and his wife Betty Lou —

both Florida State alumni — were the

first to sign up for Westcott Lakes.

“We didn’t really have to think twice

about it,” they say. “This will be a

first-class community affiliated with a

first-class university — offering lifelong

learning opportunities, stimulating

cultural and fitness programs, and the

assurance of long-term care . . . which

is a good gift to our kids. So, we

wanted to get in early.”

The Joanoses join nearly 200

other Depositors at Westcott Lakes —

a dynamic new Life Fulfilling

Community® for adults age 62+

where you truly can “have it all”:

a maintenance-free, resort lifestyle;

faculty-like campus privileges; and a

10,000-square-foot Fitness Center. Plus,

the security provided by our Health

Assurance Guarantee — the only one

of its kind in the Tallahassee area. 

If Westcott Lakes sounds like

something that’s right for you,

make it a priority to learn more.

CALL TODAY: 1-866-510-1515 OR VISIT

US AT WWW.WESTCOTTLAKES.ORG
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WESTCOTT LAKES WELCOME CENTER & MODEL
3800 ESPLANADE WAY, SUITE 180 • TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32311

PHONE: 850-645-7110 • WWW.WESTCOTTLAKES.ORG

SPONSORED BY FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

Why We Chose
WESTCOTT LAKES AT SOUTHWOOD

N O W  A C C E P T I N G  D E P O S I T S

R

LEARN MORE!!
A tour of our beautifully furnished
Welcome Center & Model is just

a phone call away. Call to
schedule an appointment.

“ ”
It’s a Gift to 

Our Children

David Perry

ulty and staff informed about situ-
ations that need to bemade public
immediately.

“FSU has installed a series of
sirensoncampus thatwill allowus
to notify students, faculty and staff
of any weather emergencies that
are occurring on campus,” said
FSUPresidentT.K.Wetherell. “The
sirens are capable of sending voice
messages about other emergency
events.Wehavealsoupgradedour
emergencytext-messagingsystem,
andwehavea ‘blast’ e-mail system
withwhichwewill be able to noti-
fy students instantaneously about
weather events or emergencies.

“In addition, we’ve estab-
lished two emergency centers of
operations—one at the police sta-
tion in Tanner Hall and one at the
FSU Department of Environmen-
tal Health and Safety,” Wetherell
said.

Further, theuniversityadmin-
istration posts the latest news and
updates about severe weather or
othercampusemergencies—with
a time and date stamp — to the
FSUWeb site, www.fsu.edu.
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Men’s track and field team
repeats national
championship

The Florida State University
men’s track & field team won its
second consecutive national title
after stellar performances in the
200 meters and 400 meters at the
NCAA Championships at Sacra-
mento State University, held June
6-9.

To celebrate the victory, the
teamhadanautographsession fol-
lowedbythelightingoftheUncon-
quered statue on FSU’s Langford
Green on the evening of June 11.

Ricardo Chambers of Palm
BeachGardens,Fla., ransolidinthe
400 meter finals, getting out to a
goodstart andholdinghisposition
through the first 200 meters. The
racetightenedupinthefinal50me-
ters as the University of Southern
California’sLionelLarrygainedon
Chambers. At the line, Chambers

O’Shea named 2007
Truman Scholar

Florida State University stu-
dent Joseph O’Shea has been se-
lected as a 2007 Truman Scholar,
oneof themost prestigioushonors
an undergraduate can receive. A
junior majoring in philosophy,
O’Shea will receive $30,000 to
study at the graduate school of his
choice.

“The Truman scholarship is
the preeminent award for juniors
in the United States,” said Jamie
Purcell, director of FSU’s Office of
National Fellowships.

TheHarryS.TrumanScholar-
ship Foundation, which awards
merit-basedscholarships tocollege
students who plan to pursue ca-
reers in government or elsewhere
in public service, recognized
O’Shea’s role in building a free
health clinic in the Lower Ninth
Ward for Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims inNewOrleans, his 4.0 grade
point average and his leadership
abilities.

Since 2005, theTrumanSchol-
arship has required recipients to
work in public service for three of
the sevenyears following thecom-
pletion of a foundation-funded
graduate degree program.

“This is no problem,” O’Shea
said about the requirement. “I
would like to work for the rest of
my life in public service. It’s an
overwhelming feeling knowing
that I’ll be a part of this network of
social entrepreneurs who are
working to change the world.”

O’Shea is the FSU student
bodypresidentand,assuch,serves
on the FSU Board of Trustees.

Fulbrights awarded to a
record 10 FSU students and
alumni

With help from Florida State
University’sOfficeofNationalFel-
lowships, 10 FSU students and
alumni have received the presti-
giousFulbrightAward—themost
in a single year for the university.

This year’s tally of Fulbright
recipients tops FSU’s 2006 record
of eight— and is a sign of the uni-
versity’s continuing commitment
to help students pursue opportu-
nities for educational and person-
al enrichment, according to Jamie
Purcell,directorof theOfficeofNa-
tional Fellowships.

“FSU is really becoming a
powerhouse in the Fulbright com-
petition,” Purcell said. “This is tru-
ly a sterling achievement for these
students, the faculty and staffwho

Fla., has been named chairman of
the FSU Alumni Association. His
one-year term began July 1.

Woodruff, whose practice
specializes in personal injury law,
is a former prosecutor and judge
who served in the Florida House
of Representatives from 1976 to
1988.

For the past year, Woodruff
has produced and hosted his own
weekly, one-hour, live Internet ra-
dio program, “Meeting By Acci-
dent,” on Voice America
(www.voiceamerica.com).He also
produces his own weekly, one-
hour, live Spanish broadcast radio
program, “AquiAmerica.”

Pal chosen as 2007
Goldwater Scholar

A Florida State University
studentmajoring in biochemistry,
chemistry and biomedicalmathe-
matics is the recipient of a
renowned Goldwater Scholar-
ship, awarded each year to some
of the nation’s most talented col-
lege undergraduates.

Priya Pal, a junior from Talla-
hassee, learned this past March
that she had been selected for the
highly competitive scholarship —
thenation’s premier award forun-
dergraduateachievement inmath,
science and engineering.

The award, given to 300 stu-
dentsnationwideeachyear, covers
expenses including tuition, fees,

books, and room and board, up to
$7,500 per year.

“This recognition by the
Goldwater Foundation is a won-
derful testament to the rich re-
search environment Florida State
provides its undergraduate stu-
dents and the superb mentorship
theyreceive fromour faculty,”said
JamiePurcell, directorofFSU’sOf-
fice ofNational Fellowships. “This
is just further proof that FSU stu-
dents are among the very best un-
dergraduates in the nation.”

Hattiesburg and earned her bach-
elor’s degree in French from the
University of Southern Mississip-
pi, had been serving as the chan-
cellor of the University ofWiscon-
sin-Whitewater when she was
chosen as president.

Woodruff serving as Alumni
Association chairman

Florida State University
alumnus Thomas M. Woodruff
(B.S. ’65, Criminology), a promi-
nent attorney in St. Petersburg,

took the gold in 44.66 seconds, just
four one-hundredths of a second
ahead of Larry.

Nextwas theeventmanyhad
been waiting for: Walter Dix of
Coral Springs, Fla., in the 200 me-
ter finals. Dix ran in Lane 6 with
fellow Seminole Charles Clark of
Virginia Beach, Va., in Lane 7. Dix
had a great start and came tearing
around the turn to maintain the
lead for the final 100 meters. He
crossed the line in 20.48 seconds to
defendhis title andclinch the team
championship for the men.

Saunders named president
of Southern Mississippi

Florida State University
alumna Martha Dunagin Saun-
ders (Ph.D. ’90) has been named
the ninth president of the Univer-
sityofSouthernMississippi inHat-
tiesburg.

Saunders, who is a native of

have mentored and supported
them, and for the university.”

TheawardwinnersareNatal-
ie Binder, Dan Carlson, Jamal
Grimes, Megan Hewitt, Katie
Hodges, Timothy Lorton, Anna
Philp,MattPhipps,NatashaRocas
and Nathan Timpano. With their
awards, they will study, conduct
research and teach English over-
seas next year in eight different
countriesacross theglobe.FSUstu-
dents Thomas Henderson and
DouglasWestlakewere selectedas
alternates.

Purcell said theFulbrightPro-
gram for U.S. Students
(http://us.fulbrightonline.org/ab
out_programdesign.html) awards
only the highest-caliber students
withagenuinecommitment tocul-
turalengagement, and ithasanex-
tensiveselectionprocess.Fulbright
is the largest international ex-
change program in the United
States. Sponsored by the U.S. De-
partment of State, it offers oppor-
tunities for students, scholars and
professionals tostudyandconduct
research internationally, as well as
worldwide opportunities for
teaching.

Stansfield receives lifetime
achievement award

Florida State University
alumnus Charles W. Stansfield
(B.A. ’68, Spanish; M.A. ’69, Edu-
cation; M.S. ’70, Communications;
Ph.D. ’73, Education), who is the
president of Second Language
Testing Inc. of Rockville, Md., was
awarded the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award of the International
LanguageTestingAssociationat its

annual conference, held in
Barcelona, Spain, this past June.
The award included a cash prize.
Stansfield also gave an invited lec-
ture at the conference, which was
published in theassociation’s jour-
nal, Language Testing.

“I’ve never regretted doing
four degrees at FSU,” said Stans-
field, who received the FSU Col-
lege of Education’s Outstanding
AlumnusAwardin1994.“Mypro-
fessors were excellent. Therefore,
there was no need to go else-
where.”

Parks appointed as
FAMU trustee

This pastMarch, FloridaGov.
Charlie Crist appointed Florida
StateUniversity alumnusDarylD.
Parks (J.D. ‘95)ofTallahassee to the
Florida A&MUniversity Board of
Trustees. He will serve through
January 2011.

“Daryl is an energetic and
hardworking person who cares a
greatdealabout the futureofFlori-
da A&M University,” Crist said.

“Heapproaches lifewithagreatat-
titude and will carry his enthusi-
asm into this position.”

The38-year-oldParks isanat-
torney with Parks & Crump LLC.
Heserveson theboardofdirectors
for both the FAMU Foundation
and the FAMU Boosters.

“I appreciate Governor Crist
allowing me the opportunity to
serve the university in this capaci-
ty,” Parks said. “I will work with
the othermembers of the board of
trustees to ensure that Florida
A&M remains one of the premier
universities in our state.”

FSU nuclear facility named
in honor of Fox

Since its inception in 1958,
Florida State University’s nuclear
physics program has established
an international reputation for ex-
cellence in researchandeducation.
To acknowledge the contributions
of a longtimeFSU facultymember
whowas instrumental in its devel-
opment, one of the program’s lab-
oratories now bears his name.

The John D. Fox Supercon-
ducting Accelerator Laboratory
wasofficiallynamedonMarch5to
honor its namesake, a professor of
nuclear physics who taught and
performed groundbreaking nu-
clear research at FSU for 36 years
until his retirement in 1996.

“JohnFoxshowedusthrough
hisownlonghoursspent in the lab
that excellent physics takes hard
work,” said Kirby W. Kemper,
FSU’s vice president for Research
and a longtime colleague of Fox’s
in the department of physics. “He
wasa fantastic rolemodel for three

generations of FSU physicists.”
Sadly, Foxwas unable to visit

the newly named facility — he
died at his home in Knoxville,
Tenn., on March 11 following an
extended illness.

Burton elected to National
Academy of Engineering

Florida State University
alumnus Dale Burton (M.S. ’81;
Ph.D. ’81, Mathematics) has at-
tained one of the highest levels of
distinction for an American engi-
neer: membership in the National
AcademyofEngineering.Heis the
first FSU alumnus to be so hon-
ored.

Florida State University alumnus and U.S.
Sen. Mel Martinez (B.S. ’69, J.D. ’73) — a rising
star on the national political stage and in the Re-
publican Party — toured FSU’s Center for Ad-
vanced Power Systems (www.caps.fsu.edu) on
May 4. During the tour, Steinar Dale, director of
CAPS, educatedMartinez on how high-temper-
ature superconductors can reduce the size and
weight of electric-powered equipment such as
motors and transformers. Dale is pictured point-
ingtoasampleofayttrium/barium/copper/ox-
ide-based, high-temperature superconductor in
Martinez’s right hand. In his left hand,Martinez
is holding a copper conductor that has an equiv-
alent current-carrying capacity. In November
2006, Martinez agreed to serve as general chair-
manof theRepublicanNationalCommittee,with
the stipulation that he could remain a U.S. sena-
tor from Florida.

Florida StateUniversity alumnus andU.S.Air ForceMaj.Michael J.Mills (B.S. ’93) conquered 30-degree
temperatures—with a wind chill that felt more like 15 degrees— to finish the 2007AntarcticaMarathon &
Half-Marathon, held on the largest of the South Shetland Islands this past February. Mills, who ran the full
marathon in 4 hours, 46 minutes and 48 seconds, placed 20th out of 145 runners from 19 countries.

“This is not amarathon about time,” saidMills, who serves as anAir Force weather officer stationed in
Washington, D.C. “It is about finishing and taking in the sights along the way andmaking the most of it.”

Martinez tours CAPS at FSU

Members of the two-time national champion FSU men’s track and
field team celebrate at Sacramento State: (from left) Tywayne
Buchanan, sophomore; Ricardo Chambers, junior; Greg Bolden, sen-
ior; and Michael Ray Garvin, sophomore.

Antarctic marathon runner enjoyed spirit of event

through Dec. 31, 2008.
D’Alemberte,who isa former

president of theAmerican BarAs-
sociation and former dean of the
FSUCollege of Law, is an attorney
with expertise in First Amend-
ment issues and litigation.

Book pays tribute to Sliger
Anew book, “Bernie, Simply

Bernie,” pays tribute to Bernard F.
Sliger, Florida State University’s
l0th and longest-serving president
(1976-91, 1993). Compiled by re-
tired FSU English Professor Fred
Standley, retired FSU Alumni As-
sociation President James Melton,
and FSUFinance andAdministra-
tion Coordinator of Management
Analysis Michael Hankin, the
book featuresmemories and anec-
dotes from 82 friends and col-
leagues of Sliger’s.

With his long tenure and dis-
tinct grace, humorandstyle, Sliger
has had a positive influence on
countless students, alumni and
friends and shaped a legacy that
continues to enrich all who have

sharedtheFSUexperience.Sliger’s
tenure brought many academic
achievements as well as growth,
includingenrollment increases,ac-
quisition of the Panama City cam-
pus, and winning the National
HighMagnetic Field Laboratory.

The book is available for
$16.95 through theAlumniAssoci-
ation Online Gift Shop at
www.fsu.edu/~FSUAlum.

Dale Burton

Charles W. Stansfield

John D. Fox

Priya Pal

Martha D. Saunders

Thomas M. Woodruff

Michael J. Mills

U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez and Steinar Dale
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Burton works for the
Northrop Grumman Corporation
as technologysectorvicepresident
and is the chief technology officer
of the company’s integrated sys-
tems sector.

Crist appoints D’Alemberte
to commission

FloridaGov. Charlie Crist has
appointedFloridaStateUniversity
President Emeritus Talbot
“Sandy” D’Alemberte to the new,
nine-member Commission on
OpenGovernmentReform,which
was established in July to review
and evaluate the state’s public
records and public meetings laws.
The commission will hold at least
three public hearings throughout
the state to receive input from the
public, media and governmental
representatives. The term of serv-
ice for each commissioner extends

Talbot “Sandy” D’Alemberte
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Over theyears, theFloridaStateUniver-
sityAlumniAssociation has played a grow-
ing role in planningHomecoming festivities
and encouraging alumni to reconnect with
their alma mater. Since 2005, the association
has held theHomecomingAwards Banquet,
a gala honoring the recipients of several dis-
tinguished alumni awards: the Garnet and
Gold Key’s Ross Oglesby Award; Omicron
Delta Kappa’s Grads Made Good awards;
and theBernardF. SligerAward,which is the
association’s highest honor.

Each of these awards is accorded to
alumniwhohaveachievedexcellence intheir
chosen fields and in their service to FSU.The
role of Homecoming grand marshal is be-
stowed each year on an individual recog-
nized for personal leadership and service to
FSUand the state of Florida. The grandmar-
shal is chosen as the standard bearer of the
spirit of Homecoming. The 2007Homecom-
ing grand marshal is Jim Pitts, director of
FSU’s International Programs.

Pitts has a long history of devoted serv-
ice to the university. During his time at FSU,
hehasestablisheda legacyofeducationalad-
vancement through fundraising, fostering
awareness and strengthening FSU’s dedica-
tion to global education.

“When I think of Homecoming, I think

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations; Marvalene Hughes, presi-
dent of Dillard University in New Orleans,
who earned her doctorate fromFSU in 1969;
andMark Thiemens, dean of theDivision of
PhysicalSciencesat theUniversityofCalifor-
nia, San Diego, who earned his doctorate
from FSU in 1977 and, in 2006, was elected
to the NationalAcademy of Sciences.

All four award recipients will return to
campus to receive their honors during
Homecoming andwill spend time speaking
with students and interacting with fellow
alumni.

Finally, the recipientofGarnet andGold
Key’s RossOglesbyAward is selected by the
members of Garnet and Gold Key and not
announced until the award is given at the
Homecoming Awards Banquet. It often is a
highlight of the evening, as the recipient has
noadvanceknowledge thatheor shewill re-
ceive such an honor.

TheAwards Banquet now is a tradition
during FSU’s Homecoming festivities and
serves to exemplify the achievements of the
university’s best and brightest graduates.

Formore informationon thebanquet or
any of the awards, call the FSUAlumni As-
sociation at (850) 644-2761 or visit
www.alumni.fsu.edu.

without thepompandcircumstanceofOmi-
cron Delta Kappa’s Grads Made Good
awards. Presented to alumni who have
achievedoutstandingsuccess in their chosen
fields, thesehighly covetedawards are ama-
jor component of the HomecomingAwards
Banquet and a huge draw for students and
alumni.

“Thesegraduates serveasan inspiration
to theODKleadershipaswell as toother stu-
dents in thevarious colleges that thesedistin-

guished graduates represent,” said Annelise
Leysieffer, retiringOmicronDeltaKappa fac-
ulty secretary and chairwoman of the Grads
MadeGoodAwardProgram.“It isawonder-
ful opportunity for the students tomeet and
interact with the Grads Made Good, and to
encourage them to strive for excellence up-
on leaving FSU.”

The 2007 Grads Made Good recipients
areCharlieCrist, a 1978graduateof FSUand
current governor of Florida;WilliamD.Clay
Jr., a graduate of the classes of 1971 and1974,
who serves as special adviser in theDivision
ofNutritionandConsumerProtectionfor the

of the return of friends, former students,
alumni and colleagues to campus, and the
enjoyment of visitingwith old friends,” Pitts
said. “I am honored to be this year’s Home-
coming grandmarshal.”

TheAlumniAssociation’sSligerAward,
named for FSU’s 10th president, recognizes
a member of the university community
whose efforts have made a major contribu-
tion toward the fulfillment of the mission of
the university. Andy Miller, president of

Seminole Boosters Inc., is the 2007 Sliger re-
cipient.

Seminole Boosters Inc. is the athletics
fundraisingarmofFSU.UnderMiller’s lead-
ership, the organization has grown to more
than 15,000members and generates $20mil-
lion per year in support of FSU’s intercolle-
giate teams and scholarships. His vision for
the future of FSU athletics was the catalyst
for the construction of theUniversityCenter,
andhis efforts havemadeSeminoleBoosters
oneof the topboosterorganizations inthena-
tion.

Ofcourse,Homecomingisnotcomplete

Distinguished alumni to be honored at Homecoming 2007

FSU confers honorary doctorates upon three
By Bayard Stern
Managing Editor

Three individuals who have dedicated
their time, energyand resources to thebetter-
ment of higher education have been recog-

nized for their exemplary efforts with hon-
orarydoctoraldegreesfromFloridaStateUni-
versity.

Mary Lou Norwood, a committed vol-
unteer,Albert J.Dunlap, anentrepreneurand
philanthropist,andMarkWrighton,auniver-
sitypresidentandchemist,hadconferredup-
on them honorary doctorates of humane let-
ters this past spring.

OnApril 13, as she was surrounded by
friends, family, deans and topuniversity offi-
cials in the historic BethMoor Lounge in the
Longmire Building, Norwood, one of FSU’s
most tireless goodwill ambassadors, was
praised forher remarkablededicationandef-

and preserve historic items and promote
knowledge about the heritage of FSU. There
now is a $100,000 Mary Lou Norwood En-
dowment forHeritage Protocol, made possi-
ble by an anonymous donation.

On April 27, Dunlap became the 114th

person to have an honorary doctorate con-
ferred upon himby FSU.Dunlap, aU.S.Mil-
itary Academy at West Point graduate, said
herememberedoneofthefirst timeshespoke
to students at the FSU College of Business a
decade ago.

“I spoke to thebusiness students atFSU,
in the same year I’d spoken to the Sloan
School,WhartonandHarvard,”Dunlapsaid.
“I was enormously impressed by the quality
of the students. The thread that always ran
through Florida State was really a commit-
ment to the students— and the leadership.”

Dunlap said that over the years, he con-
tinuedtobeimpressedbyFSU’sstudents, fac-

ulty and administration. He and hiswife, Ju-
dith, have committed $10 million to new
buildings and programs at FSU. The gift will
help fund a new Student Success Center;
whenmatchedwith state dollars, it will sup-
port severalothernewprogramsforFSUstu-
dents and student-athletes. Among those
planned are a new human performance cen-
ter intheCollegeofMedicine;amarineaquat-
icandsciencecenter intheCollegeofArtsand
Sciences; and a recreation and leisure servic-
es program in the College of Education.

During his business career, Dunlapwas
a top CEO, running nine companies in the
United States,Australia and England.

“Inbusiness,striveforrespect,andifyou
do the right thing on a consistent basis, you
maybeseverelycriticized,butultimatelythey
will come to respect you,” Dunlap said.

Wrighton, a renowned scientist and na-
tional leader in higher education, is the pres-
ident of Washington University in St. Louis.
He received his honorary degree April 28 at
FSU’s spring commencement ceremony,
where he served as the speaker.

Wrighton is an FSU alumnus who re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in chem-
istry with honors in 1969. After receiving his
doctorate from the California Institute of
Technology in 1972,Wrighton joined the fac-
ultyofMassachusetts InstituteofTechnology
andperformed landmark studies on the con-
version of solar energy into chemical fuels.

Wrighton became the chancellor of
WashingtonUniversity inSt.Louis in1995. In
2005, he served as chairman of the Associa-
tion ofAmericanUniversities, a position vot-
ed on by the presidents of its member insti-
tutions.

forts in researching and preserving the histo-
ryof theFloridaStateCollegeforWomenand
FSU as she received her honorary degree.

Norwood’s personal history with
FSCW dates back to when she was a child.
She attended kindergarten, grammar and

middle school at the FSCW Demonstration
School and high school at the FSCW Florida
High School. She went on to attend FSCW,
where she received a Bachelor ofArts degree
in English with a minor in technical theater.
Shegraduatedinthetransitionalclassof1947,
whenFSCWbecame the coeducational Flori-
daStateUniversity.Norwoodwasamember
of the only class for which both institutional
names appeared on graduates’ diplomas.

For decades, Norwood has been consis-
tently involvedwith numerous FSU projects
and activities. She is co-founder and co-chair
of the executive committee for Heritage Pro-
tocol, a universitywide effort to locate, record

By Dave Fiore

As a child, Moni Basu grew up all over
the world— her native India and Lebanon,
Britain and Australia — before moving to
Tallahassee and eventually entering Florida
State University as a 16-year-old freshman.
She was used to being different from her
peers. She was used to living outside her
comfort zone.

But nothing could have prepared the
award-winningjournalist forwhatshewould
face as an embedded reporter covering the
GeorgiaArmyNational Guard in Iraq.

A longtime front-page editor for theAt-
lanta Journal-Constitution, Basu beganwriting
for the paper as a freelancer while taking
leave in India to care for her ailing parents.

She returned to Atlanta amidst adjust-
ments toapost-Sept. 11worldandamajor re-
organizationby thepaper. Basuwas slated to
be a local reporter, but her supervisors were
notwilling to let her international experience
go to waste.

“I was coveringAtlanta’s connection to
the world — global issues through a local
lens,” she said. “I tried to explain complicat-
ed issues through the eyes of Georgians —
various issuesconnected toothercountries in
someway.”

That led to a temporary assignment to
Iraq in 2002 as a fill-in for Cox Newspapers’
regular Iraq reporter. Itwas avolatile time, as
theUnitedNationsweapons inspectorswere
in the country andwar was looming.

In May 2003, Basu returned to Iraq —
and a very different environment. The “Mis-
sion Accomplished” banner had been dis-
played on the USS Abraham Lincoln, Presi-
dentBushhaddeclaredthebattle inIraqavic-
tory in the war on terror, and spirits were
high.

“Itwas very exciting,” she said. “People
were very hopeful, and there was great opti-
mism. There were so many stories to write.
The Iraqis could speak openly for the first
timewithout fear of persecution, and the sto-
ries were endless.”

Suddenly, everyonehadcellphonesand
there was a huge opening up to the outside

riences for her. He said, ‘I amwrit-
ing these to her for her 16th birth-
day. My daughter may grow up
without knowingme, and if I wait
to write this, the memories of Iraq
will have faded.’Thenheagreed to
share his stories withme.”

In such a politically charged
war, it is no surprise that any angle
areporterwouldtakeindocument-

inghisorher impressionswouldbemetwith
some criticism.Basu said she facedher share.

“I lived in a little tent and every morn-
ing, I would hook up a satellite modem to
read e-mail and comments on my previous
stories,” she said. “I stopped doing that be-
cause it got toodepressing. I felt isolatedany-
way, and I didn’t want to read negativity be-
fore my day even got started.”

Asa journalist, youdevelopa thick skin,
Basu said, and she measures success by the
degreetowhich shegetsresponsesfromboth
sides.

“We’re humans, and so there is no such
thing as true objectivity,” Basu said. “All you
candoismakesureeverystoryis fair. If Ihave
notunfairlycriticizedanyone, thenIamOK.”

Making the job even more complicated
is that shewasassigned towrite stories about
the very people whom she depended on for
her safety andwell-being.

“Whatever I am writing, I know that it
is being seen immediately, and I am embed-
ded with these guys — the same ones who
are feeding and protectingme, so am I really
going to be critical? “ she said. “My mission
was to tell their stories, but I don’t know if it

is possible to be embedded and still be com-
pletely objective.”

The road to journalismwas a surprising
one for someone with a bachelor’s degree in
politicalscienceandamaster’s in internation-
al affairs.

“While in graduate school, I started
working at the Florida Flambeau,” she said.
“The Flambeau taughtme everything I need-
ed to learn — every facet of the newspaper
business. I receivedmy formal degrees from
FSU (B.A. ’82, Political Science; M.A. ’83, In-
ternational Affairs) and my informal degree
in journalism from the Flambeau.My Iraq ex-
periences have been a merger of those two
learning experiences, and none of it would
havebeenpossiblewithoutwhat I learned in
Tallahassee.”

She served as editor of the Flambeau
from 1986 to 1988, thenworked briefly at the
Florida Department of Health and Rehabili-
tativeServicesandtheTallahasseeDemocratbe-
fore joining the Journal-Constitution in 1990.

In 2006, Basu was named Journalist of
the Year by the Atlanta Press Club for her
work in Iraq. It is the organization’s top hon-
or.

While Basu said she has strong feelings
about Iraq, she does her best to keep them to
herself as she concentrates on telling the sto-
riesof themenandwomenshehasmet there.

“I greatly respect the soldiers and their
sense of honor, duty and commitment,” she
said. “Their No. 1 job is to be a soldier, and
that’s what they do— especially theNation-
al Guard guys.

“They have a normal job one day, and
the next day they don’t know if they are go-
ing to get blown up.”

Would she be up for another trip to the
war zone?

“I would like to return,” Basu said.
“What is happening there is absolutely fasci-
nating. We are documenting history as it is
unfolding, and I feel privileged to do that. It
is very difficult, because when I come home
everything else seems trivial. I am sograteful
to the paper for sendingme.”

world,Basusaid.Shetraveledthroughoutthe
countrywithout anescort,with little fear and
great freedom.Thatwouldnot be the case on
her subsequent trips to Iraq.

She returned three times as thewar con-
tinued—in2005, 2006 and2007—each time
embedded with the 48th Infantry Brigade, a
part of a GeorgiaArmyNational Guard unit
of 4,500men andwomen.

While she had spent time in Iraq, being
embedded in a military operation presented
new challenges.

“Our family and friendswere from aca-
demic circles,”Basu said. “My father (the late
Debabrata Basu, emeritus professor of statis-
tics at FSU)was a pacifist who didn’t believe
in war. And I am not a soldier, either. I am a
journalist. The U.S. military is a vast institu-
tion, and it is difficult to learn your way
around.And I had to learn it while I was be-
ing shot at.”

Eventually though, Basu said she was
able tobeginseeingbeyondthemonolithand
became fascinatedwith the storiesof individ-
ual soldiers.

“Howdifficultmust thisbefora19-year-
old with a new wife and a baby, I thought. I
decided todocument the livesof soldiersand
tell their stories,” Basu said. “I realized there
wasnoway that I couldwritenews stories or
politics fromwhere I was, but I could tell the
stories of these soldiers.”

Getting soldiers in the field to confide in
her was challenging, according to Basu. But
as she spent time with them, trust began to
build,walls began to fall and stories began to
flow.

“Some of their stories were just incredi-
ble,” she said. “One soldier had a 3-year-old
daughter, andhewasdocumentinghis expe-

Basu becomes seasoned war correspondent in Iraq

Albert J. DunlapMary Lou Norwood Mark Wrighton

From top to bottom: Moni Basu with
Army Gen. David Petraeus, the overall
U.S. commander in Iraq; Basu outside
the tent she called home at Camp Striker
near the Baghdad airport; Basu walking
in Tal Afar after a suicide bomber deto-
nated 10,000 pounds of TNT in a busy
market area in March 2007. A platoon
sergeant wrote “Evil Reporter Chick” on
Basu’s helmet band as a joke.
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Castaways Against Cancer kayak to raise money for a cure
By Jeffery Seay
Editor in Chief

In 1999, SteveO’Brien learned firsthand
how cancer could ravage people and devas-
tate families.

The Florida State University alumnus
lost his mother to lung cancer that May. Six
monthslater,he losthismaternalgrandmoth-
er to lung cancer and an uncle to throat can-
cer.

In his year of loss, however, O’Brien
found inspiration.Hedecided to“light a can-

dle rather than curse the darkness” with the
idea to use his passion for kayaking to raise
money for theAmericanCancerSociety.That
year, CastawaysAgainst Cancer was born.

“Iwas46yearsoldandhadonlydiscov-
ered kayaking four years earlier,” said
O’Brien (B.S. ’77),who teaches social sciences
and is a former cross-country and track and
field coach at Christopher Columbus High
School inWestchester,Fla.“Itwasacrazyidea
to kayakdown toKeyWest to help fight can-
cer, but I asked three friends of mine — fel-
low teachers—to comealong, and they said,
‘Sure, let’s give it a try.’”

In June 2000, the four Castaways made
their inaugural trip over a 156-nautical-mile
course from Key Biscayne in Miami to Key
West. In doing so, the team raised around
$12,000 for theAmerican Cancer Society.

“That first trip was a learning experi-
ence,” O’Brien said of the “worst trip they
ever loved”—so called because of the gruel-
ing physical exertion combinedwith the sat-
isfaction of helping others. “Everyone said,
‘Let’s do it again!’”

Now, eight years later, Castaways
Against Cancer has grown to nine men and

has raised more than $130,000 to donate to
cancer research. O’Brien, the team’s now-53-
year-old captain, has every intention of con-
tinuing the annual pilgrimage. This year, de-
spite roughweather, itwas held June 2-8 and
raised $40,000.

While the Castaways acknowledge the
fun they have each year, and how enjoyable
a sport andpastimekayaking is to thegroup,
an adrenaline rush isn’t what these men are
seeking.Rather, theemotionbehindtheeffort
is one of empathy.

“Kayaking reminds me of chemo,”
O’Brien said. “It’s long, repetitive and very

private. You just have to battle to find the
goodwhen you’re feeling so bad.

“We want to empathize with people
who are fighting cancer,” he continued. “We
mayfindourselvesexhausted frompaddling
all day, and if worse comes to worst, we can
pull in to shore and make a phone call for
help. But people who are going through
chemoand radiation therapydon’t have that
option. They have to take it no matter what.
This is our own very humble way to em-
pathize. It’sourspiritualbondingwiththem.”

Eachmemberof theCastawayshasbeen
affectedbycancer insomeway,
including the other four mem-
bers of the team who are FSU
alumni: Anthony Berger (B.S.
’96), Craig Engler (B.S. ’98),
Chad Forbes (B.S. ’98) and
Adam Scholer (B.A. ’85).

Berger’smother is fighting
cancer.Heis thedirectorofsup-
port services for theBoyScouts
of America, and sat out this
year’s trip to help his wife,
Robin, care for their newborn.

Engler, a physical scientist
with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
lostanaunttobreastcancerand
a grandmother to leukemia.

“My aunt who passed
awayreallytouchedme,”Englersaid.“When
IheardthatStevewasdoingthis toraisemon-
ey to fight cancer, I thought about her and
thought this was a great way to help out in
remembrance of her.”

Forbes, a graphic designer and IT man-
ager forAlbumCrafters, had a grandmother
who battled breast cancer and an uncle who
died from leukemia, in addition to friends
who are fighting cancer.

Scholer’s father is fighting prostate can-
cer, andone of Scholer’s uncles passed away
after a battle with lung and bone cancer.

Scholer teaches English and speech at

Columbus High School.
Eachyear, the trip fromKeyBiscayne to

Key West is mapped out over a seven-day
period.

“Wehave todo 25miles aday,”O’Brien
said. “If thewind is behind us and thewater
is calm, we have no trouble. If it isn’t, then
we really have to pick it up. It’s physical, but
a lot of it is very mental also, because of the
redundancy of the action.”

The team kayaks from 10 to 12 hours
each day and tries to keep a steady pace to
stay on schedule.

“The first day, everybody sees you off
and it’s fantastic,” O’Brien said. “It’s beauti-
ful out there. The water is fantastic, and we
always see crazy wildlife.

“By day three or four, you’re all talked
out, your body is sore, and there is kind of a
lull where we settle into what I call the ‘Zen
of the moment.’ It’s when you start to really
focus on why you’re doing this.”

At the end of each day, the Castaways
always seek dry land.

“We do three nights primitive-camping
along the way and four nights in hotels,”
O’Brien said. “I do welcome a hot shower
and a nice meal when we finally get to our
first hotel on Night three.”

“About Day five or six, as we get closer
to the goal, the excitement begins to return,
andthatcarriesusall thewayintoKeyWest.”

With eight years to the team’s credit,
O’Brien is pleased that his creation has tak-
enona lifeof itsown.Heandhis fellowCast-
aways hope the team will continue “kayak-
ing for the cure” and that money they raise
will make a difference in the lives of cancer
survivors.

“Wehavedeveloped such a strong rela-
tionshipthatwethinkofourselvesasabroth-
erhood,” he said. “TheAmericanCancer So-
ciety was extremely helpful to my family in
its hour of need. So if there is anything that
can help their fight against cancer, then I’m
all for it.”

By Jeffery Seay
Editor in Chief

Inaneffort to improvetheresponsetime
of local law enforcement and fire/rescue
agencies to campus emergencies, Florida
State University has been working with the
city of Tallahassee and LeonCounty to elim-
inate duplicate street nameswithin the com-
munity.

BeginningMonday,Aug.6,FSUwillun-
veil several new street names — along with
matching street signs — and new street ad-
dresses for all campus buildings.

“This effort will ensure not only the
health and safety of Florida State University
students, faculty and staffmembers, andvis-
itors to campus, but also people in the sur-

ignated as a driveway, and the extension of
other street names to cover an additional
stretch of roadway.

A new campus map can be viewed at
www.fsu.edu/Campus /newmap.

In addition, a database with a compre-
hensive listing of campus address informa-
tionhasbeenpostedontheFSUPrintingand
Mailing Services Web site, http://
printing.fsu.edu.

‘Magnolia’ and not ‘Way’ or ‘Drive,’” Nor-
woodsaid.“Thentheoperatorhas to takethe
extra time to ask for clarification as to exact-
ly where the emergency is taking place.”

During theweek ofAug. 6— the break
between the endof summer sessions and the
startofback-to-schoolactivities—newstreet
signs will be installed throughout campus.

The project also entails the elimination
of some street names if the street is to be des-

rounding city and county,”
said FSU President T.K.
Wetherell.

The effort to eliminate
duplicate street names
within Tallahassee’s emer-
gency response system is
based on the critical need
for unambiguous locationnames that donot
require clarification.

Dianna Norwood, the director of mar-
keting and public relations for the FSUDivi-
sionofFinanceandAdministration,used the
exampleof confusionbetweenthecityofTal-
lahassee’s “Magnolia Drive” and FSU’s
“MagnoliaWay.”

“Whenanemergencyoccursandsome-
one calls 911, they might only say or know

FSU unveils renamed
streets, redesigned signs

and new building addresses

FSU’s ‘Castaways,’ from left: Craig Engler, Steve O’Brien, Adam Scholer and Chad Forbes

Changes to FSU football program reinvigorate Bowden
We meandered slowly down the steep

twists and turnsof theperfect road.Theblack
asphalt was flawless; the clean, carved edges
of the road were perfect. Flowers along the
narrow shoulderswere perfectly gorgeous in
the cool, early spring of the North Carolina
mountains.

Looming above us and tucked belowus
into the steep rocky slopes were the perfect
homes, each elaborately appointed.

Everythingwasasperfectasall themon-
ey in the world could make it, and evidently
all the money in the world spends its sum-
mers inwesternNorth Carolina.

I said, “You could never live here, could
you?” Bobby Bowden chuckled softly and
shook his head. “No.”

A life of leisurely retirement on the
mountaintop is somethinghecouldneveren-
dure.He can’t sit; he is incapable of spending
months,orevenhours, inpeacefulcontempla-
tion.Ashestaredoutthewindow,Iwondered
if he envisioned life after football and feared
what he saw. For icons such as Bear Bryant
and Lawton Chiles, the realization that their

life’sworkhadendedopened likea trapdoor
beneaththeir feet.Bryantdiedwithinamonth
ofhisretirement. Chilesdiedinthelastmonth
of his second term as Florida’s governor.

Bowden remains a man of phenomenal
energy. Surely that strength was tested,
sapped by the controversies of the last sever-
al years. Perhaps not even he envisioned
Seminole football turningon itsheadas itdid
in the first months of 2007.

Seminole fans who saw Bowden this
spring thought they noticed a lighter step, a
quickersmile.Wrenchingchanges inallareas
of the football program have the faithful in-
toxicated with joy. The reconstruction of
Seminole footballplayedout likescenes from
a stage play: the arrival of new offensive co-
ordinator Jimbo Fisher; new offensive-line
coach Rick Trickett’s “Jenny Craig” introduc-
tion;andthehomecomingofformerSeminole
playersLawrenceDawseyandDexterCarter,
who will coach wide receivers and running
backs, respectively. ChuckAmato’s return as
linebackers coach and executive associate
head coach— to stand again with defensive
coordinator Mickey Andrews and Coach
Bowden— left fans breathless. The addition
of Bob LaCivita to handle recruiting yielded
immediate, five-star results. Finally, former
Seminole starToddStroud,an intenseandur-
gent young man, took over the football
strength program as summer loomed.

“This is my last shot,” Bowden told
throngs of fans and alumni this spring. He
thanked the Seminole Boosters profusely for

providingmoney to refit the program and to
pay for new championship-caliber coaches
and administrators.

Bowden’s “last shot” isn’t about just one
more championship, or even about his race
with Penn State’s Joe Paterno to seewhowill
be crowned king of college football forever.
Bowdenmeant that hewas embarkingonhis
final great adventure, and that he intends to
stay the course for as many more seasons as
he is able.

These last fewyearshavemadehimrest-
less. Coaching a program noted for the fact
that itusedtoplay forchampionships isunin-
spiring. A tedious retirement might be even
worse. Bowden no longer is young, but his
heart has renewed its yearning for adventure,
like ancientKingUlysses,who sailed one last
time from Ithaca to seek the greatest chal-
lenges until he falls beneath thewaves.

Tennyson’s study of Ulysses portrays
him as an old man, a warrior bored and un-
fulfilled as “an idle king,by this still hearth among
these barren crags … How dull it is to … rust un-
burnish’d, not to shine in use!”

Sixty years ago, when Bowden graduat-
edfromWoodlawnHighSchool,eachstudent
wasaskedtosubmitafavoritequotationfrom
the classics.Avery youngRobert Bowden se-
lected as his inspiration the ending couplet
fromTennyson’s poem.

As he begins his 55th year of coaching,
the story of Bowden’s life suggests he ismore
than a passing echo of Tennyson’s hero.
Ulysses, like Bowden, can be no one other

than who he is: He will gather his old com-
rades and “sail beyond the sunset,and the baths of
all the western stars, until I die.”

Bowden has recruited younger coaches
to pull hard on the oars, and his ancient lieu-
tenants,AndrewsandAmato,arestrongathis
side on the helm. Six decades have passed
since Bowden selected the final lines of
“Ulysses”ashissignaturequotation.Now,the
fullnessofthatpoemreflectsthebreadthofhis
career.ThoughthelanguageofBowden’s“last
shot” is different, the sentiment in “Ulysses”
is the same.Andwhat oncewere simply two
linesofpoetry toan18-year-oldnowisanear-
ly completed epic.

It may be that the gulfs will wash us down;
It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles,
And see the great Achilles,whom we knew.
Tho’much is taken,much abides; and tho’
Wearenotnowthatstrengthwhichinolddays
Moved earth and heaven, that which we are,

we are;
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Madeweakby timeand fate,but strong inwill
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.
Aswewere descending that North Car-

olina mountain, I said, “Maybe the best end-
ingforyouwouldbetocall theplaythatscores
thewinning touchdownin thechampionship
game, and then you drop stone dead on the
sidelines.”

Helaughedandnodded.“Thatmightbe
the best way. Yes, that would be theway.”

An appropriate end for a king.
Summer is gone and fall beckons.

Charlie
Barnes

Executive Director

Seminole Boosters
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Alumni find success at The Weather Channel

By Dave Fiore

As co-host of her own show on
The Weather Channel, Stephanie
Abrams is fulfilling a lifelong dream
ofdelivering theweather—aswell as
the stories behind it — in a way that
allowsherpersonalityandpassionfor
all things meteorological to come
shining through.

The Florida State University
graduate is one-half of the team of
“Abrams & Bettes: Beyond the Fore-
cast,”whichairsweeknights at 8p.m.
Abrams said she loves the excitement
andenergyofdoinga live,nightly tel-
evision program—especially during
prime time.

“I love doing a daily show. It re-
ally fitsmypersonalityofbeinganall-
or-nothing typeof girl,”Abrams said.
“I do love weather and coming up
with creative ways of presenting it.
We still cover weather, but it is a dif-
ferentway to tell the story, and it givesus the
leverage to have some fun as well. Weather
isn’t as serious and geeky as some people
think.”

Explaining what’s going on by putting
the weather in laymen’s terms is part of the
fun, and the challenge, according toAbrams.

“I think our viewers get a lot more out
of it when they really understand it,” she
said.

Another benefit of the nightly show is
the relationship she has developed with co-
host Mike Bettes, the producer, the director,
other meteorologists and the crew.

“The best part of the show is being part
of a team,” Abrams said. “Our responsibili-
ty as hosts is to know what’s going on. We
get briefed, but I like to look at the (forecast-
ing) models myself and work with the pro-
ducer and Mike in filling out the show.
Everybody is awesome atwhat theydo, and
it is just an added bonus that we all are
friends. It is a great environment.”

Sometimes, however, the environments
inwhichAbrams hasworked have not been
so great. She has covered a number of hurri-
canes for The Weather Channel, including
Katrina.

“I was covering the Katrina evacuees
staying in the Panhandle, and there were so
manyevents thatafterward, Iwas justsilent,”
shesaid.“TheaftermathofKatrina issovivid
to this day — what we saw and the people
we met. Driving through Mobile (Ala.) and
then Gulfport (Miss.) — it just kept getting
worse. I was in shocked silence. Photos did
not do it justice.”

Abrams also was in Enterprise, Ala., in
March2007, shortlyafteraspringtornadohit
a high school and killed eight students.

“Wedid a special therewhen theywent
back to school at the local community col-
lege,” she said. “One girl we talked to lost
three friends and was in the same hallway

when the tornado hit. I was silent watching
them come back together.”

Before being sent into the field,Abrams
worked in The Weather Channel’s broad-
band department doingweathercasts on the
Weband filling inon thenetworkperiodical-
ly. Then, in 2005, she was hired full time on
air and was working on the “Weekend
View.”

The love of weather is nothing new for
Abrams, a self-described “science girl.”

“Iwent to space campwithmysister—
I loved telescopes and would watch space
shuttle launches,” she said. “There was al-
ways lots of science around me, and I en-
joyed that.”

While earning her first bachelor’s de-
gree in geography from the University of
Florida, Abrams took a meteorology class
and was hooked.

“I loved it, but I could not earn a degree
there, so Iendedupresearchingdifferentpro-
grams and ended up at FSU,” she said. “Af-
ter speaking to a lot of people, I knew it was
the best program for me. Plus, I really don’t
like cold weather.”

While at FSU, Abrams, like many bud-
ding studentmeteorologists, honed her craft
on “FSULive,” a student-runnewsprogram
that is shown regularly on the FSU cable
channel in Tallahassee.

“It ishysterical to lookatmytapesnow,”
she said. “But we loved it. It was great prac-
tice for being on TV.”

Those tapes were good enough to land
her a job doing morning and weekend
weather atWTXL, the TallahasseeABC affil-
iate. And that would lead to The Weather
Channel.

The entire journey has been a bit over-
whelming,Abrams admits.

“Iwasnot expectingall of this. Thiswas
my dream, and I am truly enjoying it,” she
said. “What could be better than this?”

By Dave Fiore

Jennifer Lopez had known she
wanted to be in television broadcast-
ing since she was in the eighth grade,
delivering the morning announce-
ments over the school intercom.

“I knew the first time I gave the
lunchmenu and led the Pledge ofAl-
legiance that I loved it,” she said.
“However, I swore I’d never be a
weather girl.”

Asmuchasher instinctmayhave
been spot-on regarding her destiny in
television, she was way off when it
cametothepartabout theweather.To-
day, theFloridaStateUniversity grad-
uate isanon-camerameteorologist for
The Weather Channel, and she
couldn’t be happier about it.

Her love for predicting high-
pressure ridges and record tempera-
turesdidnotcomerightaway, though.

“I always wanted to be the next
BarbaraWalters, but in trying out for the col-
lege station I realized that reading from a
teleprompter was not necessarily my
strength, so I tried the weather and had lots
of fun,”Lopezsaid.“Iwasbetterat itbecause
I could ad lib andwas able to showmore of
my personality. Plus, I was talking about
more good stuff. I just didn’t like the idea of
sticking a microphone in someone’s face af-
ter something bad had just happened.”

While she is in the studio almost exclu-
sively thesedays,Lopezhasspent timein the
field.

“I did some live work when I first got
here, and that was a lot of fun,” she said. “I
was on location for the big New Year’s Eve
snowstorm in NewYork.”

But now as a mother of two girls, ages
4 and 2, Lopez is content to leave the debris-
dodging to others.

“It is tough to be on the road with chil-
dren,” shesaid.“Iwork fivedaysaweekand
amon the air for about three hours each day
in the afternoon.”

AtypicalworkdayforLopezmeansgo-
ing in a few hours before she goes on air to
be briefed by the meteorologists doing the
forecasting,which can takeup to30minutes.
Then she puts her maps into the computer,
lays out the order of the show—and contin-
ues getting up to speed on the latest condi-
tions. On air, she either is at the anchor desk
or in front of one of the twoweather walls.

“One of the toughest parts of the job is
getting the names of all the cities and coun-
ties right,” she said. “To make sure you are
saying them the rightway, youhave to think
about 10 seconds aheadofwhat you are say-
ing, while not being repetitive. UpNorth es-
pecially, there are some toughcountynames.
The people who live there can really tell if
you don’t knowwhat you’re saying.”

Getting to The Weather Channel was
pure luck, according to Lopez.After earning

herbachelor’sdegree in telecommunications
from the University of Florida, she came to
FSU to earn another bachelor’s in meteorol-
ogy. She then did weather in West Palm
Beach and was working at a station in her
hometown of Jacksonville when she attend-
ed a weather conference and recognized a
face from TheWeather Channel.

“I didn’t know anyone else there, but I
recognizedTerri Smith (alsoanFSUalumna)
and introduced myself,” Lopez said. “We
started talking, and she asked me to send a
tape. A few weeks later, my husband got a
job inAtlanta, and the planets aligned. They
called me for an interview and I got it.”

Sharing a name with a famous singer-
actress is something she has dealt with for
years, but Lopez says it really got interesting
after J-Lo wore her infamous Versace gown
to theGrammyAwards in2000, creatingare-
newed interest in uses for double-stick tape.

“That dress really put my name on the
map,” she said. Lopez is the meteorologist’s
maiden name, and she chose to keep it for
privacy and because it is easy to pronounce.
Being Jennifer Lopez has had its humorous
moments as well, she admitted.

“Once I was at an advertising show for
The Weather Channel when a guy came up
tomeat our booth,”Lopez said. “He said, ‘Is
Jennifer Lopez really going to be here?’ I
looked right at him and said, ‘Yes, she is.’ I
even hadmy name tag on. Hewas shaking,
he was so excited. Then he saw our big sign
on the side of the booth with my photo and
name, and I could see the look coming over
his face. I thinkhewaspartdisappointedand
part embarrassed.”

Working at The Weather Channel and
being a “weather girl” hasworked out quite
nicely, according to Lopez.

“This iswhat I’ve alwayswanted to do,
and this is a great place to do it,” she said. “I
can’t imaginewanting to be anywhere else.”

Stephanie Abrams Jennifer Lopez

Preserving Library of Congress treasures is goal of FSU researcher
By Barry Ray
FSU News and Public Affairs

Withmore than 134 million items in its
collection, the Library of Congress has no
shortage of readingmaterials. This summer,
a Florida State University chemist used his
knowledge of cellulose, a key component of
paper, tohelp theworld’s largest library find
ways to preserve its vast treasure trove of
books, manuscripts, maps, newspapers and
pamphlets, many irreplaceable.

André Striegel, an assistant professor of
chemistry and biochemistry at FSU, was in-
vited to serve as the first Preservation Re-
search and Testing Professor in Residence at
the Library of Congress’ Preservation Re-
search&TestingDivision.While inWashing-
ton,D.C., for twomonths this summer,he in-
vestigatedthedegradationofcellulose-based
materials over time—andworked onways
tomitigate the problem.

“It was an honor to be the first person
asked by the Library of Congress to serve in
this capacity,” Striegel said. “I can only hope
theresearchIperformedwhile therewillhelp
us to understand how cellulose, the basic in-
gredient of paper and cloth-type documents,
degrades and how this, in turn, leads to cor-
rective or preventive actions to help preserve
thebooks,documents,artworkandotherma-
terials that have served to transmit informa-
tion and values across cultures through the
centuries.”

Striegel explained that celluloseused for
commercial purposes comes primarily from
cotton. It is processed to make paper or oth-
er typesof sheetmaterial, suchas cellophane;
to produce fibers such as rayon; and to create
textile materials. However, during process-
ing, cellulosemolecules are subjected to a va-
riety of stresses that can damage them. This,
inturn,canaffect theend-usepropertiesof the
material — paper in books and documents,
for example, or cloth in paintings and parch-
ments.

“Ifwebetterunderstandthestressesthat

cellulose polymers undergo during process-
ing, we might be able to refine the produc-
tion process to create more-durable materi-
als,” Striegel said. “We also might be able to
identify better ways of preserving existing
materials such as the many one-of-a-kind
treasureshousedintheLibraryofCongress.”

While at the Library of Congress,
Striegel made use of a process known as
ultrasonication to degrade cellulose-based
materials under controlled conditions. He
then used an analytical technique known as
multidetector size-exclusion chromato-

By Barry Ray
FSU News and Public Affairs

With the ceremonial scooping of several shovelfuls of dirt, Florida State University
has broken ground on a new facility that could vault FSU to the top of the list of Ameri-
can universities specializing in the research of newmaterials.

FSU administrators, joined by Tallahassee-area economic development officials, cele-
brated the groundbreaking of the newMaterials Research Building in Tallahassee’s Inno-
vation Park onMay 21.

“With the additions of this new building and several faculty positions funded under
FSU’s ‘Pathways of Excellence’ initiative, wewill be among the nation’s best research cen-
ters in advanced composites,” saidKirbyKemper, vice president ofResearch at FSU. “This
truly marks the beginning of the next generation of lightweight, high-performance com-
posite materials.”

The $17-million building, which is scheduled to be ready by fall 2008, will be a two-
story, 44,000-square-foot facility that houses 13 laboratories for the design, processing and
characterization of advancedmaterials and systems.When completed, it will house FSU’s
Center of Excellence in Advanced Materials, which was established in November 2006
through a $4-million grant from the State University System’s Board of Governors.

FSU breaks ground on groundbreaking building

André Striegel

graphy to study the results— and hopefully
reach some conclusions about ways of pro-
ducing cellulose-based materials with much
longer shelf lives.

“At FSU, my research group has exten-
sive experience in polymer chromatography,
ultrasonic polymer degradation, and the
characterizationofpolysaccharides including
cellulose,” Striegel said. “Because so many
materials in the Library of Congress’ collec-
tionarecellulose-based, thisprojectwasanat-
ural fit between my group’s interests and
theirs.”
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HispanicMarketing: A Cultural Perspective
Felipe Korzenny (FSU professor of communica-
tion) and Betty Ann Korzenny
Elsevier

Covering new
trends in strategic
thinking in Hispanic
marketing, this book
was ranked among
the top marketing
books in 2006 by the
American Marketing
Association and was
a finalist for the
Berry-AMA Book

Prize. By providing a cul-
tural approach to Hispan-
icmarketing, each chapter
describes and explains the
cultural principles behind
targetingthegrowingHis-
panic market.

Frederick Douglass: A Precursor of Liberation
Theology
Reginald F. Davis (Ph.D. ’97)
Mercer University Press

Davis attempts
to settle a dispute in
Douglass studies that
revolves around his
religious odyssey
and, in particular, the
character and cause
of his philosophical
and theological de-
velopment. This
bookexpands thede-

bate and identifies Douglass as anticipating
liberation theology.

The Most Segregated City in America: City
Planning and Civil Rights in Birmingham,
1920-1980
Charles E. Connerly (FSU professor of urban
and regional planning)
University of Virginia Press

Birmingham,
Ala., is well known
for its civil rights his-
tory, particularly for
the violent white-on-
black bombings that
occurred there in the
1960s, resulting in the
city’s nickname
“Bombingham.”

What is less
well-known about Birmingham’s racial his-
tory, however, is the extent to which early
city-planning decisions influenced and
prompted the city’s civil-rights protest. Con-
nerly’sbookuncovers the impactofBirming-
ham’s urban-planning decisions and reveals
how these decisions led directly to the civil-
rights movement.

SendMe
Patrick Ryan (B.S. ’87)
Dial Press

Patrick Ryan’s
first work of fiction
examines a fractured
family over the
courseof40years.Set
in Florida, it portrays
avarietyofcharacters
andprobes themean-
ing of “family” as the
protagonists struggle
with love, loss and
forgiveness.

Project Day Lily: An American Biological
Warfare Tragedy
GarthL.NicolsonandNancyL.Nicolson (Ph.D.
’82)
Xlibris Corporation

A fiction med-
ical thriller, “Project
Day Lily” relates the
events surrounding
Gulf War Syndrome.
It explores the possi-
bility of U.S. armed
forces being exposed
to biological toxins
and chronicles two
scientists as they ex-

amine one biological agent.

Adaptive Governance andWater Conflict: New
Institutions for Collaborative Planning
JohnT.ScholzandBruceStiftel (FSUprofessorof
urban and regional planning)
Resources for the Future Press

“Adaptive Gov-
ernance and Water
Conflict” investigates
new types of water
conflicts in the seem-
ingly water-rich east-
ern United States.
Eight case studies in-
volving water con-
flict in Florida were
selected and ana-

lyzed by a variety of experts. The future of
sustainablewaterandits relationtonewgov-
erning policies is explored.

Paul Bowles: A Life
Virginia Spencer Carr (B.A. ’51, Ph.D. ’69)
Scribner

This biography
chronicles the life of
Paul Bowles, author
of “The Sheltering
Sky” and other nov-
els. It isBowles’ flam-
boyant life that most
fascinates people –
his friendships, his
appetites, his contro-

versial marriage to JaneAuer, his leftist pol-
itics, his voluntary exile to Morocco and his
stature as a countercultural and gay icon.

Endless Chain
Emilie Richards (B.A. ’70)
Mira

The second
book in the Shenan-
doah Album series,
“Endless Chain” is
centeredaroundSam
Kinkade, a minister
who is beginning to
love the rural com-
munity of Tom
Brooks,Va., andElisa
Martinez, a newcom-

erwithamysteriouspast.Thenovelexplores
the meaning of family and community.

Breathing Underwater
Lu Vickers (B.A. ’87,M.A. ’89, Ph.D. ’97)
Alyson Books

Setin1970sChattahoochee,Fla.,“Breath-
ingUnderwater” introducesLily, ayounggirl
who struggles to love her crazy mother and
dreams of getting out of a townwhere “there

aremorecrazypeople
than sane ones.”
Tingedwith dark hu-
mor, this coming-of-
age story vividly de-
scribes the struggle of
discovering self-iden-
tity.

Forgotten Survivors:
Polish Christians

Remember the Nazi Occupation
Richard C. Lukas (B.A. ’57,M.A. ’60, Ph.D. ’63)
University Press of Kansas

Richard Lukas
presents the eyewit-
ness accounts of Pol-
ish Christians who
suffered at the hands
of the Nazis. They
bear witness to un-
speakablehorrorsen-
dured by those who
were tortured, forced
into slavery, sent to

concentration camps and even subjected to
medical experiments.

Editor’s Note: The three regular fea-
tures that normally run in this space
— “Alumni News Notes,” “In
Memoriam” and obituaries — now
will appear in the university’s new
Florida State Alumni Magazine.

Members of the FSU Alumni
Association can look forward to the
magazine’s debut this fall.
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braced the idea of giving back to the univer-
sity andothersbyagreeing to forgo theirnor-
mal profit margin to support this program,
and we can’t thank them enough,” Mahshie
said.

“TheT-shirtwillgiveusacommoniden-
tity and raise revenue to help students,”
O’Shea said. “Following in the values that
we’re trying to promote, we thought it was
onlyappropriate togivea largeportionof the
money that we get from these shirts to stu-
dents who need help.”

“Wewant to unify the student body be-
hind the idea of giving back to our commu-
nity, giving back to our school, and giving
back to others in need as much as we can,”
Mahshie said. “The whole concept of giving

back and serving others will be exemplified
by our use of the proceeds from the ‘TRUE
Pride Tee’ to benefit Florida State students.”

The Seminole Student Boosters will use
its portion of sales to endow a $50,000 athlet-
ic scholarship, which Mahshie hopes to ac-
complish by the end of football season. The
executivebranchof theStudentGovernment
Association chose this year to work with the
FSUOffice of FinancialAid to create newop-
portunities for students in need.

The“TRUEPrideTee”program, ismod-
eled after similar programs at Notre Dame,
Michigan and other universities.

“TheSeminoleStudentBoostersalready
have some experience with organizing stu-
dents to promote school pride,” said Sherri
Dye,who is FSU’s trademark licensingdirec-

tor and a member of the “TRUE Pride Tee”
steering committee.

“Last year, they were able to communi-
cate with people in a two-week period to
wearblackto theOct.21gameagainstBoston
College, when the Seminoles took the field
wearing all-black uniforms. They rallied the
Greek organizations and opened a Face-
book.com account to ask students to wear
black. It was a huge success.”

The “TRUE Pride Tee” program is a
muchmore far-reaching effort, however, and
has the support and endorsement of the uni-
versity administration and the FSU Depart-
ment ofAthletics.

Mahshie and O’Shea are counting on
their fellow FSU students to come through
againthisyearforeverygamebytakingown-

ership of the “TRUE Pride Tee” and of what
it means to be a TRUE Seminole. Although
the front and back designs cannot be altered,
student organizations will be encouraged to
have their insignias added to the sleeve. The
shirts will be available in Tallahassee at Gar-
net & Gold, Bill’s Bookstore, the Seminole
Sportshop at Doak Campbell Stadium, the
Seminole Bookstore in theparkinggarage on
Woodward Avenue, and online through the
Web sites of each retailer.

“The ‘BlackOut’ was great, but because
theTRUESeminole campaignhasa largervi-
sion and a long-term mission, we feel it will
be muchmore successful,” O’Shea said.

“We hope to unify our community un-
der thecoresenseofvalues thatweareproud
to say are integral parts of being Seminoles.”

in the March 2007 edition of the journalNa-
ture called it “a frozen time capsule from
Earth’s icy past.”

Credit for the sediment core’s record-
settingextractiongoes to the inaugural expe-
dition of ANDRILL (ANtarctic geological
DRILLing) –– a $30 million multinational
project for which the AMGRF –– is playing
the key curatorial role.

AMGRFHeadCuratorMatthewOlney
calls the collaborative research initiative the
most ambitious seafloor drilling effort ever
undertaken at theAntarctic margins.

“One of the most important and excit-
ing aspects of the science already emerging
from theANDRILL-1 core is the recovery of
awell-preserved interval of strata represent-
ing the time period around 1 million years
ago,” Olney said.

“Fromextensiveprevious studies, it has
been determined that during this time peri-
od the Earth was in an extreme interglacial
period (a time ofwarmer-than-average tem-
peratures and higher-than-average sea lev-
el),” he explained. “The recovery of such a
complete record of this event provides AN-
DRILLscientists theopportunity toreallybe-
gin to understand the effects these global cli-
mate conditions may have had on the
Antarctic ice sheets.”

Olney points to greenish rock layered
throughout the “time capsule” housed at
FSU, which indicates periods of open-water
conditions and suggests that the Ross Ice
Shelf retreated and advanced perhaps as
manyas50timesover thepast5millionyears
in response to climate changes.

Signs of fluctuations such as these are
critical, he said, because the Ross Sea ice is a
floating extension of the even bigger West
Antarctic Ice Sheet –– an area of the south-
ernmost continent so unstable that scientists

scheduled for October 2007, during the
Antarctic spring.

Still, the inaugural ANDRILL trip was
especially memorable.

“So many scientists and technicians
brought together from around the world for
the first time and under taxing conditions
made for a challenging work environment,”
Olneysaid.“YettheentireANDRILLteamdid
a superb job with one aim in mind: recover-
ing a record-breaking geological specimen
thatwill remain a legacy to the scientific com-
munity for decades to come.”

A key part of that legacy is housed at
FSU. To learn more about the Antarctic Ma-
rine Geology Research Facility and its cura-
torial role withANDRILL –– funded largely
by the NSF’s Office of Polar Programs ––
visit www.arf.fsu.edu/index.cfm.

toworkingandarchivehalves, then imaging
each split face; taking samples from the
workinghalf for on-ice scientific description;
andsafelypacking, loggingandtransporting
them back to the FSU research facility.

Wisenotedthat therecentANDRILLex-
pedition to Antarctica was the second such
project involvingAMGRFscientists, curators
and students within a six-month period ––
the first being the SHALDRIL (“Shallow
Drilling”) cruise inwhich FSU took a leader-
ship role.

“It’s been a very busy year at our facili-
ty,with six FSUparticipants on both projects
involved in the science to various degrees
while providing curatorial support to both,”
Wise added.

FSU and itsANDRILLpartners already
are gearing up for the next excursion ––

foresee its collapse in aworld overheated by
global warming.

A collapse there could raise sea levels
worldwide by a catastrophic 20 feet.

“Last May’s multinational gathering at
FSU was ANDRILL’s first post-drilling
workshop,“ Olney said. “We focused on the
reviewandcompletionof an initial report on
the firstexpedition,andgavethescientistsan
opportunity to re-examine the cores now
safely stored at theAMGRF.”

The workshop also featured a special
recognition.

FSU Vice President for Research Kirby
Kemper presented a certificate from theNSF
and the international Committee onAntarc-
tic Geographic Names to Dennis Cassidy,
who served asAMGRF’s head curator from
1962 to 1992, and for whom a mountain in
Antarctica has been named.

“Needless to say, it’s a high honor for
Dennis –– and one that exemplifies the level
of service ourAntarctic Marine Geology Re-
search Facility has provided the global com-
munity over the years,” said FSU geology
Professor SherwoodW.Wise Jr., a co-princi-
pal investigator at AMGRF, a participating
(off-ice) scientist forANDRILL, and a mem-
ber of the ANDRILLU.S. advisory commit-
tee.

FSU’sANDRILLrole kickedoff lastDe-
cember, when Olney, Assistant Curator
Matthew Curren, undergraduates Charlie
King and Kelly Jemison, graduate student
Steve Petrushack and visiting research asso-
ciate Davide Persico began a three-month
stint on the curatorial team. Only one mem-
ber of the team had previously been to
Antarctica.

Their curatorial duties included trans-
porting sediment core sections seven miles
from the drill site to the McMurdo Station
laboratory; splitting them longitudinally in-

Ancient ice core at FSU reveals impact of global warming

Campaign to benefit FSU students through need-based aid

Sherwood W. Wise Jr. second from left, points out a position in the core where micro-
fossils preserved in the sediments indicate a transition from one dominant form, indi-
cating warmer conditions, to another form, which indicates cooler conditions.
Looking on are: Matthew Olney, curator of the Antarctic Marine Geology Research
Facility (far left); Simon Nielsen, a visiting postdoctoral researcher at the AMGRF who
will become its curator in August; Ashley Fox, an FSU student who assists researchers
with X-rays and sampling (second from right); and Jason Perry, an FSU student who
works as a computer technician (far right).
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(Master of Science in Management
Information Systems)

If you’re like most people, you’ve
workeda lifetime toaccumulate a significant
balance in your retirement accounts. But,
whathappenstothefunds inyourretirement
plans at your death? That’swhen heavy tax-
ation can hit. Your assets are subject to an es-
tate tax upon your death if the value of your

total estate is more than the exempt amount
(currently$2million),andretirementplanas-
sets are no exception. Also, the money in
yourretirementplanissubject toanaddition-
al tax — income tax, which the beneficiary,
such as a child or a different relative, will be
required to pay.

Retirement plan assets (from a pension
fund, profit-sharing plan, IRAor other qual-
ified plans) are considered income in respect
of adecedent, commonly referred to as “IRD
assets.” Because these assets were intended
to be taxed as income to the person who
passed away, whoever inherits them must
pay income tax on their value. Together, in-

come and estate taxes can potentially con-
sume up to 65 percent of your retirement
plan assets.

To bypass a heavy tax burden on your
retirement plan assets at your death, consid-
ernaming theFloridaStateUniversityFoun-
dation as the beneficiary. Gifts to charities,
like FSU, are exempt from the above-men-
tioned tax burdens.

More importantly,whenyoudesignate
the assets in the account to your favorite col-
lege, school or program at FSU, youwill ex-
perience the joy of knowing that you’ve in-
fluenced the future of a student or faculty
member. If you have more than one charity
thatyoucareabout,youcandesignateapor-
tion of your assets to each charity. For exam-
ple, youmaywish to leave 50 percent of the
retirementplanassets to theFSUFoundation
and 50 percent to another charitable organi-
zation. By exercising your right to name a
charity as the beneficiary of your retirement
plan,youensure that theremaindersupports
a cause of your choice — not to the govern-
ment in taxes. Formore informationor a free
brochure, contact the FSUFoundationOffice
of Planned Giving at (850) 644-0753 or
plannedgiving@foundation.fsu.edu.

Youalso canvisit uson theWebat foun-
dation.fsu.edu.
Pension Protection Act

If youareage70½orolder andyouhave
assets in an IRA account, you should know

about auniqueopportunity that is only avail-
ablebetweennowandDec.31.Assumingthat
youare required to take aminimumdistribu-
tion from your IRA and you don’t need the
money for personal use, consider giving part
or all of it to Florida State.

UnderthePensionProtectionActof2006,
you can transfer IRA assets (up to $100,000)
directly toaneligibleorganization ifyoucom-
pletethetransferbeforeDec.31,2007.Youwill
nothave to include the amount transferredas
taxable income nor will you take a charitable

deduction.Witha lifetimegift fromyour IRA,
your benefits are twofold. You avoid paying
income tax on unwanted distributions, and
you are able to witness the benefits of your
generosity now—while you are still living.

Just a fewmonths remain between now
and Dec. 31, so act now to take advantage of
this special opportunity. Contact theOffice of
Planned Giving at the FSU Foundation at
(850) 644-0753 or plannedgiving@found-
ation.fsu.edu. We look forward to speaking
with you soon.

Alternative uses for your retirement assets

09/03/07 at Clemson (TV) Clemson, S.C. 8 p.m. ET
09/08/07 vs. UAB (TV) Home 5 p.m. ET
09/15/07 at Colorado (TV) Boulder, Colo. 10 p.m. ET
09/24/07 vs. Alabama Jacksonville, Fla. TBA
10/06/07 vs. NC State Home TBA
10/11/07 at Wake Forest (TV) Winston Salem, N.C. 7:30 p.m. ET
10/20/07 vs. Miami Home TBA
10/27/07 vs. Duke Home TBA
11/03/07 at Boston College Chestnut Hill, Mass. TBA
11/10/07 at Virginia Tech Blacksburg, Va. TBA
11/17/07 vs. Maryland Home TBA
11/24/07 at Florida Gainesville, Fla. TBA

2007 SEMINOLE
FOOTBALL SEASON

Camille
Anderson
Licklider, J.D.
Senior Director,

Planned Giving

FSU Foundation
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SPONSORED BY 
FSU

SEMINOLE BOOSTERS 
LOCATED ON THE HIGH GROUND 
 IN THE HEART OF TALLAHASSEE 

WITH A CHIEF’S VIEW OF SEMINOLE 
TERRITORY 

AVAILABLE NOW 
 

Models On Site
Fully Furnished Units

Rental Management On Site
For Your Absent Times

On Site Parking 
Walk To The Capitol, Civic  

Center, Restaurants,  
Entertainment, Law School 

And FSU Campus

Hartung and Noblin, Inc. 

EXCLUSIVE AGENTS 

Priscilla Tharpe,LLC 
REALTOR 

850-933-9412 

Don Pickett 
REALTOR 

850-591-4725 

OVER 
85%

SOLD 

Tallahassee Center Luxury Condominiums 
215 West College Avenue 

YOUR HOME IN SEMINOLE TERRITORY 

www.tallahasseecenter.com 

““IInn tthhee HHeeaarrtt ooff tthhee CCaappiittooll CCoommpplleexx””

SUMMER 2008 COMPLETION 
 

Plaza Tower  is a 23 story, 202 unit luxury 
Condominium.  Over half of the condos are  

under contract. 
Designer Fixtures, Appliances, Cabinetry 

 and Other Features 
24 Hour Concierge Services 

On Site Parking Provided & Storage Available 
Walk To The Capitol, The Universities 

Civic Center, Restaurants 
Entertainment

Purchase Now
Pre-Construction  

Prices 

www.PlazaTower.net ANOTHER BCOM DEVELOPMENT On Kleman Plaza at the Capitol 

Sales Office in the Brogan Museum on Kleman Plaza 
850-561-0006 

Russ Sykes 
REALTOR 

850-524-4611 

Rusty Sykes 
REALTOR 

850-766-5906 

EXCLUSIVE AGENTS 

Hartung and Noblin, Inc. 

300 South Duval Street 


