
February-March 2006

P
u

blic
B

road
cast

C
en

ter
1600

R
ed

B
arber

P
laza, Su

ite
104

Florid
a

State
U

n
iversity

T allah
assee, FL

32310-6068

N
on

-Pr ofit
O

rg
an

ization
U

.S.Postag
e

P AID
P

erm
it

#2003
C

in
cin

n
ati,O

h
io (Continued on page 2)

By Barry Ray
FSU News and Public Affairs

Being selected for a Rhodes
Scholarship represents the culmina-
tion of many months of hard work
and preparation, as Florida State
University’s newest Rhodes Schol-
ar, student-athlete Garrett Johnson,
can attest. But Johnson admits he
couldn’t have done it without the
assistance of FSU’s Office of Nation-
al Fellowships.

Paul Cottle, a professor of
physics at FSU and director of the
university’s Undergraduate Hon-

Bound for Oxford: 
Office of National Fellowships

helps Johnson win Rhodes
ors Program, described the office
(http://onf.fsu.edu) as a major step
in “a full-court press for academic
excellence” among FSU’s under-
graduates.

The Office of National Fellow-
ships was formed in late 2004 at the
urging of a task force of professors
and administrators led by physics
faculty member Susan Blessing. The
office’s mission is to serve FSU stu-
dents by making them aware of
more than 60 nationally competitive
undergraduate and graduate schol-
arships, identifying qualified stu-
dents, and mentoring them through

the application process so that they
will be prepared to succeed.

Cottle said a faculty task force
recommended that the office be
formed in part to increase FSU’s vis-
ibility as a center for academic ex-
cellence among undergraduate stu-
dents.

“We have great students. It’s
about time we gave them a chance
to excel on a national level,”
Cottle told FSU’s trustees in
September 2004 as he re-
quested $100,000 in funding to start
up the office.

Alumni support ‘FSU Connect’ with $617 million
By Jeffery Seay
Editor in Chief

Bill Smith remembers the
night in 1999 when a group of ded-
icated Florida State University
alumni gathered to discuss the par-
ticulars of a new campaign to raise
capital for their alma mater. En-
couraged by FSU’s success in rais-
ing $301 million during the “An In-
vestment in Learning” campaign
from 1991 to 1997, the group was
eager to begin anew and aim high-
er: half a billion dollars.

“That night, the spirit and the
enthusiasm of the Seminoles came
forward, and we determined that
half a billion dollars was not the
right number for FSU,” said Smith
(B.S. ’76, Finance), the CEO of Cap-
ital City Bank in Tallahassee. “We

determined that we could do better.
We could raise $600 million.”

FSU alumni and friends did
just that and more. As a result of
broad, national support, “FSU
CONNECT: The Campaign for
Florida State University” raised

$617 million. The campaign closed
this past December.

“I’m forever grateful for those
people in the room that night who
stood up and suggested their love
for their alma mater by adding an-
other $100 million to the goal,” said
Smith, who served as one of four
co-chairs of the FSU CONNECT
campaign, and is the incoming
chairman of the FSU Foundation
Board of Trustees. “That really
pushed us over the top.”

From support by young alum-
ni — such as Alex Mullineaux (B.S.
’02, Political Science), who made a
campaign gift in support of the Di-
vision of Student Affairs, to the
record-setting generosity of Talla-
hassee businessman DeVoe Moore
(Honorary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters, ’05), his wife Shirley and their
daughters Katherine and Tiffany —
the Seminole faithful have stood up
to be counted in record numbers.

FSU alumna and FSU CON-
NECT co-chair Nan Hillis (B.S. ’76,
Marketing) praised large and small
donors alike, pointing out the mas-
sive cooperative effort that was re-
quired to make such a campaign
successful.

“I think if you look at a lot of
the people and companies who
contributed, it was their desire to
support an institution of higher
learning of the caliber of FSU,” said
Hillis, an executive with BB&T of

Tallahassee. “They, I believe, have
an affinity for FSU. They’re either
graduates or maybe they have em-
ployees or children who attend or
are graduates, or some other con-
nection to FSU.

“(A cooperative effort) is ab-
solutely essential,” Hillis contin-
ued. “You have to have staff and
volunteers who are fully engaged,
and on the same page, in order to
be successful. You’ve got to make
sure that you are structuring your
proposals to potential donors in a
way that meets their needs, as well
as the university’s needs — and
that takes a lot of coordination be-
tween volunteers and staff.”

Another key to the campaign’s
successful close — just as crucial as
cooperation — was the comprehen-
sive analysis of potential donors
done prior to the campaign’s open-
ing, according to FSU alumnus and
FSU CONNECT co-chair Wayne
Hogan.

“The analysis that was done as
to whether we could accomplish
this was solid,” said Hogan (B.A.
’69, Economics; J.D. ’72, Law), an at-
torney in Jacksonville, Fla. “It told
us that we had a dedicated alumni
base that really had been waiting
for the opportunity to do more than
it had ever done before to help
Florida State. This campaign,
through a lot of hard work and

Nan Hillis and Bill Smith
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communication, connected those
supporters to the program.

“This concept of giving back
to FSU is really one that is proba-
bly viewed as the margin of excel-
lence,” Hogan added. “It allows us
to attract professors who we other-
wise might not attract. It allows us
to support the work of the various
colleges, including the College of
Law, which otherwise we might
not be able to provide.”

Hogan and his wife, Pat, have
given multiple gifts to the Athlet-
ics Department and the College of
Law, including a campaign gift to
support a summer pre-law pro-
gram for undergraduates.

“We all recognize that, as a
state institution, the state has real
responsibilities to support the ba-
sic needs of the university,” Hogan
said. “But the alumni are the ones
to step up and make the difference,
in terms of going above and be-
yond. Our alumni have improved
Florida State’s ability to compete in
all phases.”

Providing FSU with the abili-
ty to compete is a concept that FSU
CONNECT co-chair George Lang-
ford has understood and embraced
for a long time. In addition to serv-
ing with alumna Philomene Asher
Gates (B.S. ’38, Accounting) as co-
chair of FSU’s “An Investment in
Learning” campaign, he gave an
FSU CONNECT campaign gift in
support of the FSU Institute on
World War II and the Human Ex-
perience. In short, he has been an
integral figure in the history of the
institution, when moving it for-

for this institution,” Wetherell said.
“The success of the FSU CON-
NECT campaign has led to the
growth of our endowment, new
scholarships, new funding for em-
inent scholar chairs and professor-
ships, and unparalleled construc-
tion across campus.

“These are tremendously im-
portant elements in our new ‘Path-
ways to Excellence’ quest, aimed
at leading to Florida State’s recog-
nition as one of the nation’s top re-
search and graduate education in-
stitutions in the country,” he said.
“Thanks to the generosity of CON-
NECT contributors, we are mov-
ing forward.”

ally close to the people in the Col-
lege of Business. I see its students
who are starting entrepreneurial
programs and clubs. So I wanted
to do what I could to help them in
that arena, as well.”

FSU President T.K. Wetherell
echoed the general sentiment that
contributions to the FSU CON-
NECT campaign have helped to
enhance the university’s ability to
carry out its mission of teaching,
research and service.

“For Florida State University,
private support is the margin be-
tween existence and excellence —
and the generous spirit of our
donors has broadened that margin

leges of Social Sciences and Busi-
ness. “My degree is in govern-
ment, and government is within
the College of Social Sciences,”
said Keever, who has served as
chairwoman of the FSU Founda-
tion Board of Trustees for the past
two years. “I’ve always felt very
close to the people there. 

“I worked for the Legislature
for about seven years, and the (ed-
ucational) foundation I built in my
classes there, and with my profes-
sors, was very important to me. I
certainly wanted to give back in
that arena. 

“I used to own a small busi-
ness,” Keever continued. “I felt re-

ward meant contributing to the
bottom line. 

A leader by example, Lang-
ford gave at least $1 million to the
university toward the construction
of University Center and a nearby
green space that Seminole Boosters
President Andy Miller named
Langford Green.

“I remember the first time I
asked one fellow for some money,”
Langford said. “He said, ‘Well,
you’re not asking for enough!’ I
said, ‘I just this minute formed the
Golden Chiefs. How about five
thousand dollars?’ He said, ‘Now
you’re talking!’”

Giving back, especially to an
institution of higher education, is
just one of those things that is good
for the community, according to
Langford.

“If you’re going to be in the
ballgame, you want to be a win-
ner,” Langford said. “To be a win-
ner, you’ve got to have support. If
you want support, you’ve got to
get people to commit money. It’s a
vicious cycle. But it’s good for
everybody.”

On a personal level, Langford
said that he has gained satisfaction
in knowing that he had something
to do with addressing FSU’s
needs. 

Lynda Keever felt the same
satisfaction in addressing a specif-
ic need of two separate colleges.
Keever (B.A. ’69, Political Science),
who is the publisher of Florida
Trend magazine, and her husband,
Bill Eshenbaugh, recently estab-
lished scholarship endowments
for graduate students in the col-

Johnson’s achievements bespeak his maturity and dedication
“I’ll do that,” Trustee Dave

Ford replied. To Cottle’s surprise,
Ford explained that he believed the
office to be so important to FSU’s
academic success that he would
donate the money himself.

“I have felt for some time that
FSU, an exceptional university, has
been widely recognized as having
superior athletics and less well rec-
ognized for its superior academ-
ics,” Ford said. “By funding the Of-
fice of National Fellowships, I felt
that deserving students would be
able to effectively compete for na-
tional and international scholar-
ships. Fortunately, this has turned
out to be the case.”

With Ford’s gift, FSU’s Office
of National Fellowships was open
for business just a few months lat-
er with its new director, Jody
Spooner, at the helm.

Johnson, FSU’s newest
Rhodes Scholar, said it was Spoon-

didates.”
In addition to Spooner, a

group of 19 FSU faculty members
and administrators assisted John-
son in preparing to compete for the
Rhodes Scholarship. Johnson ac-
knowledged several in particular
who “turned up the heat” during
the mock-interview process: Di-
anne Harrison, the university’s
vice president for Academic Qual-
ity and External Programs; Nancy
Marcus, dean of Graduate Studies;
Anne Rowe, dean of the Faculties;
and biology Professor Walter
Tschinkel.

“We really have some top-
notch faculty members here,”
Johnson said. “I had met a couple
of them before, but the majority of
them just wanted to help me
through this process. I’m extreme-
ly grateful for their help.”

Even before Johnson’s selec-
tion as a Rhodes Scholar, the Office
of National Fellowships had a

prominent success story to report.
In March 2005, FSU junior Cara
Castellana was named a 2005 Tru-
man Scholar — one of the most
prestigious honors an undergrad-
uate can receive. Castellana, an
economics major from Melbourne,
Fla., will receive $30,000 to study
welfare reform at the graduate
school of her choice.

“This is the equivalent of be-
ing a Rhodes Scholar for a junior,”
Spooner said. “It is a huge honor.”

In addition to the formation of
the Office of National Fellowships,
other steps taken recently by FSU
as part of the aggressive push for
academic excellence described by
Cottle include increased universi-
ty funding for undergraduate re-
search opportunities. 

“The talent’s here,” he said.
It’s just a matter of rounding them
up.”

“Competing for any national
fellowship is an arduous process,
but the Rhodes Scholarship is par-
ticularly grueling,” he said. “Gar-
rett was selected from a field of 65
very competitive applicants from
Florida, Alabama and Tennessee.
His selection is a testament to his
tremendous work ethic and deter-
mination. He kept himself focused
on the application process non-
stop for seven months; I believe he
simply out-worked the other can-

er who first encouraged him to
pursue the scholarship — and then
worked by his side for seven
months to make sure Johnson
would shine during the difficult in-
terview process.

“He was with me step by
step,” Johnson said. “He kept me
focused and helped me prepare for
everything. I couldn’t have done it
without him.”

Spooner was quick to shift the
credit back to Johnson.

•FSU’s endowment fund grew by 9.5 percent over the past year. At the close of fiscal 2005,
FSU’s endowment totaled $441 million.

•FSU CONNECT provided $81.2 million to fund 511 new undergraduate scholarships and
graduate fellowships.

•FSU CONNECT provided funding for 22 new eminent scholar chairs and 61 new profes-
sorships, and supported or created 400 academic support programs.

•FSU CONNECT turned over $25 million in program support to the university this year,
bringing the total transferred during the campaign to $114 million.

•More than 65,664 donors made a gift to the FSU CONNECT campaign.
•$43.4 million came from the Major Gifts Trust Fund in matching gifts.

F S U C O N N E C T  FA S T  FAC T S

By Dave Fiore

When students prepare to
graduate from Florida State Univer-
sity, they are faced with millions of
tough choices. Choosing a class ring,
however, no longer is one of them.

A new university policy has
made the selection process much
simpler. Instead of going into a local
jeweler and being given unlimited
creative options, graduating stu-
dents now have the choice of three
approved rings — all variations of a
single design. 

According to Vice President for
Student Affairs Mary Coburn, the
change was not made to limit indi-
vidual freedom, but rather to build
on the most recognizable symbols of
the university, and to connect future
ring-bearing alumni. 

“Before, you could order any
ring and call it your class ring,”
Coburn said. “They could be any
shape, size or color — there are
thousands out there. There was no

faculty, staff, students and alumni to
come up with a design for better
recognition,” she said. 

One of those involved was Se-
nior Class President Michelle
Dahnke. “I believe the ring is long
overdue. FSU has been exerting ex-

tra effort to unite the current
students with alumni,

and this will be a last-
ing way to do that,”
Dahnke said. “Folks

will receive the
ring as a student
and wear it, for-
ever connecting

them to the uni-
versity in a unified

and identifiable
way.”

The rings are
available in  a simple, signet metal
design, one with a garnet stone, and
the traditional, football-style class
ring. They are produced by Balfour,
which also is coordinating ring sales.
All eligible students and alumni will

receive a letter from the company
about the details of ordering the
new rings.

Another big change is how stu-
dents will receive their rings. The
days of receiving a ring in the mail
and, if you were lucky, sharing the
moment with your roommate, soon
will be a thing of the past. On March
23, FSU students approaching grad-
uation will participate in the first of-
ficial class-ring presentation ceremo-
ny in the history of the university. 

“Now, there will be a ceremo-
ny every year — a rite of passage —
to make the occasion of receiving
your class ring more memorable,”
Coburn said. “The event will be held
at the new Alumni Center, and Pres-
ident Wetherell will present the first
class of the new rings to students.

“We want to make alumni
proud, and the new class ring is a
symbol of that pride in life beyond
campus.”

The official FSU class rings can
be viewed at www.balfour.com. 

single ring that anyone would rec-
ognize or know.”

Coburn said she hopes the re-
sult of the change will be a strength-
ened identity for FSU in the commu-
nity and beyond. 

“Symbols are important. There
are some institutions that
have strong ring tradi-
tions. You can iden-
tify their alumni
wherever they
go,” she said.
“We are trying
to accomplish
the same thing.
When a graduate
of Florida State
walks in a room, we
want people to know
it.”

Both the decision to design a
group of official class rings and to is-
sue parameters as to what those
rings would look like was carefully
thought out, according to Coburn.

“We assembled a committee of

By Libby Fairhurst
FSU News and Public Affairs

Florida State University Pro-
fessor of Dance Suzanne Farrell has
long been regarded as one of the
most extraordinary and influential
ballerinas of the late 20th century.
On Dec. 3 and 4 in Washington,
D.C., her contributions to the per-
forming arts and American culture
were rewarded at the 2005 Kennedy
Center Honors. 

The world-renowned prima
ballerina shared the Kennedy Cen-
ter spotlight with illustrious fellow
honorees: singers Tony Bennett and
Tina Turner; actor, director and pro-
ducer Robert Redford; and actress
Julie Harris. The Honors were for-
mally presented Dec. 3 at a U.S.
State Department dinner hosted by
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,
then celebrated Dec. 4 during the
28th annual Honors Gala at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

For Farrell, the honor repre-
sented her coming full circle, after
having danced in salute of ballet
master George Balanchine when he
was recognized at the very first

Kennedy Center Honors, in 1978.
“I’m the beneficiary of every

dancer who came before me,” Far-
rell said. “That is a very wonderful
privilege. Getting the Kennedy
Center Honor allows me to recog-
nize all those dancers, as well as the
genius of Mr. Balanchine and the
other choreographers that I worked
with, and to recognize my mother,
who believed in me, and gave up a
lot to bring us to New York.”

“Farrell’s profound artistry has
inspired the creation of master-
pieces and is teaching ballet to a
new generation,” said Kennedy
Center Chairman Stephen A.
Schwarzman in announcing the
2005 Honors. Since 1978, Kennedy
Center Honors recipients have been
lauded for their superlative lifetime
contributions to American culture
through the performing arts,
whether in dance, music, theater,
opera, motion pictures or television.

College of Visual Arts, Theatre
and Dance Dean Sally McRorie
voiced FSU’s delight at the latest ac-
knowledgement of Farrell’s unique
talent and lasting impact. 

“Suzanne Farrell is among the
most recognized and valued mem-
bers of the world of dance. It’s im-
possible to overestimate her
achievements, from her years as a
breathtaking performer to each re-
markable performance that The
Suzanne Farrell Ballet now offers
the world,” McRorie said. “Her
Kennedy Center Honor, among the
highest honors any artist may re-
ceive, is most well deserved, and
comes on the heels of her recent

Capezio Award and her 2003 Pres-
idential Medal of Honor in the
Arts.”

Handpicked for the New York
City Ballet’s elite corps in 1960 –– on
her 15th birthday — after an audi-
tion with ballet master George Bal-
anchine, Farrell received scholar-
ships to attend the School of Amer-
ican Ballet and the Professional
Children’s School. After less than a
year of study, she took her place
with the New York City Ballet and
soon became Balanchine’s undis-
puted muse and most prominent
ballerina for nearly 20 of her 28
years on stage. He and others wrote
many leading roles expressly for
her. 

In fact, Farrell –– born Roberta
Sue Ficker in Mount Healthy, Ohio
–– performed nothing but leading

roles after her 1961 debut season at
age 16 (when she changed her
name). 

Eventually, she built a reperto-
ry of more than 100 ballets and
logged more than 2,000 New York
City Ballet performances, interrupt-
ed only briefly by an interlude with
Ballet of the 20th Century in Brus-
sels, Belgium. Her top billing with
Balanchine’s famed company, her
world tours, and her appearances in
television and movies have made
her one of the most recognizable
and highly esteemed artists of her
generation. By the mid-1960s, she
was a symbol of the era. By the time
Farrell retired from the stage in 1989,
her career was without precedent or
parallel in the history of ballet. 

Balanchine described her as a
Stradivarius to his music. Even af-

ter his death in 1983, she continued
to perform and redefine the stan-
dards of his works and now is con-
sidered a leading interpreter of Bal-
anchine’s ballets for the Balanchine
Trust. In 2000, The Suzanne Farrell
Ballet became a full-fledged compa-
ny at the Kennedy Center –– the
same year Farrell joined the FSU fac-
ulty. 

Her artistic and academic
awards and endeavors are myriad.
A very short list includes the 2003
National Medal of the Arts, the 2005
Capezio Award, and the intensive
annual ballet course she has con-
ducted at the Kennedy Center since
2000: “Exploring Ballet with
Suzanne Farrell.” In 1999, also in
collaboration with the Kennedy
Center, Farrell directed and toured
the acclaimed production “Staging
the Masters of the 20th Century Bal-
let.” Her autobiography, “Holding
On to the Air,” was published in
1990 for dance lovers everywhere
and “Suzanne Farrell — Elusive
Muse” nabbed an Academy Award
nomination for Best Documentary
Film in 1997.

“As our Eppes Professor of
Dance, Ms. Farrell not only height-
ens the reputation of our outstand-
ing department of dance, but also
provides our dance students incred-
ible instruction and powerful in-
sights into the professional world of
dance at its highest level,” McRorie
said. “We are indeed fortunate to
count her among our faculty, and
we thank the Kennedy Center for its
recognition of her lifetime devotion
to dance.” 

Suzanne Farrell recognized at the 2005 Kennedy Center Honors

Choosing a class ring now simpler for grads

For a related story on Garrett
Johnson, see page 11.

Private support will propel university to excellence

Lynda Keever

(Continued from page 1)
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NCAA Certification Self-Study
Committee invites your input

Florida State University is un-
dergoing an NCAA Certification
Self Study of its athletics programs.
A special Steering Committee is
leading the study,and anyone inter-
ested in the plan for this study can
review it at http://NCAArecer
tification.fsu.edu.

In addition, all FSU alumni,
friends, students, faculty and staff
are invited to use this Web site to
make general comments on the
2006 NCAACertification Self Study
process, to make specific comments
pertaining to the draft reports sub-
mitted by subcommittees or to com-
ment on particular activities. In
turn, these e-mailed suggestions
will be forwarded to the appropri-
ate chairs of the subcommittees of
the Steering Committee.

The report will be submitted to
the NCAA by May 1, 2006, and the
NCAA Division I Committee on
Certification will meet in February
2007 to consider approval of the
FSU findings and its decision on
certification.

Physicists receive prestigious
academic honor

Two faculty members in Flori-
da State University’s department of
physics — Professor Jorge Piek-
arewicz and Associate Professor
Laura Reina — have received one of
the top honors in the field of
physics: Both have been elected fel-
lows of the American Physical Soci-
ety.

With more than 43,000 mem-
bers, the APS (www.aps.org) is the
nation’s largest and most presti-

gious professional society dedicat-
ed to the advancement of physics
research and knowledge.

In announcing the fellowships,
the APS recognized Piekarewicz
“for seminal and sustained research
on fundamental nuclear physics
problems using novel computation-
al tools, particularly on the nuclear
equation of state and its impact on
the physics of neutron stars.”

Reina was recognized “for
contributions to calculations of Hig-
gs production at hadron colliders
and rare B decays.”

Seminole Boosters partner
with Florida Prepaid College
Foundation

In a move that could save its
organization nearly $2.5 million in
future college costs, the Seminole
Boosters have purchased 25 pre-
paid tuition plans for the next 14
years at a cost of close to $3.7 mil-
lion from the Florida Prepaid Col-
lege Foundation.  The purchase is
the first of its kind by a major Flori-
da university booster organization.

With its expenditures on stu-
dent-athlete scholarships leaping
from $1 million in 1979 to $7 million
this year to an estimated $10 million
in 2009, the Boosters intend to man-
age costs and flatten the tuition cost
curve by partnering with the Flori-
da Prepaid College Foundation,
which has helped thousands of
Florida’s students achieve a higher

has been active as a leader of the
Seminole Boosters.  He held the
chairmanship and served on the ex-
ecutive committee of that organiza-
tion for several years. 

Walsingham’s involvement
with Florida State has extended
over many years, and his leadership
positions on both the FSU Alumni
Association’s board of directors and
the Seminole Boosters board indi-
cate his capacity to assist in many
programs.  

Chapman and Schlenoff
named AAAS fellows

Two professors in FSU’s de-
partment of chemistry and bio-
chemistry — Michael S. Chapman
and Joseph B. Schlenoff — have
been elevated to the rank of fellow
by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS).
The AAAS is the world’s largest
general scientific society and is pub-
lisher of the journal Science, which,
with an estimated total readership
of 1 million, has the largest paid cir-
culation of any peer-reviewed gen-
eral science journal in the world.

In bestowing the honor, which
was announced in the Oct. 28 issue
of Science, the AAAS cited Chap-
man “for fundamental studies of
the structural biochemistry of large
biomolecular complexes, relating to
enzyme mechanism, and viral-host
interactions relevant to vectors for
gene therapy.” 

Schlenoff, meanwhile, was cit-
ed “for significant contributions to
the field of adsorbed polymers and
polymer thin films, particularly
those made from multilayers of
polyelectrolytes.” 

happy marriage to the venerable
FSU School of Theatre, it proudly
calls itself the College of Visual Arts,
Theatre and Dance.

Sally McRorie, dean of Visual
Arts and Dance for the past three
years, now presides over the ex-
panded college that functions, she
says, as something of an arts conser-
vatory, bursting with degree pro-
grams in six unique departments:
art, art history, art education, dance,
interior design and now, theatre.

“Our visual arts and dance
family has been delighted and hon-
ored to join forces with FSU’s dis-
tinguished School of Theatre,”
McRorie said. “This collaboration is
the icing on the cake for the arts at
FSU, which have enjoyed a long his-
tory as among the best and most
comprehensive in the nation.”

Fohl and Walsingham named
to ‘Circle of Gold’

The Florida State University
Alumni Association presented two
alumni with its prestigious “Circle
of Gold” in October 2005 over
Homecoming weekend. 

Named to membership in the
Association’s Circle of Gold were
Robert O. Fohl, of Tallahassee, and
Gary Walsingham of Panama City.
Fohl graduated from FSU in 1962
and Walsingham earned his degree
there in 1966.

A longtime supporter of the
university’s athletic programs, Fohl

education.
The scholarships, which are all

tuition based, will be distributed to
in-state student-athletes through
2018. The Florida Prepaid College
Foundation will administer the
scholarships.

‘Gateway to the Future’ cam-
paign 

The Florida State University
Band Alumni Association kicked
off its first fund-raising campaign,
Gateway to the Future, this past Oc-
tober. Gateway to the Future seeks
to raise $400,000 to establish schol-
arships and assistantships for band
members, to construct a ceremoni-
al gate at the Manley R. Whitcomb
Band Complex, and to establish an
operational endowment to benefit
band programs within the College
of Music. 

So far, $130,000 has been raised
for Gateway to the Future.

To make a gift to the Gateway
to the Future campaign, contact
Stephanie Eller at the FSU Founda-
tion, (850) 644-5269, or e-mail sell-
er@foundation.fsu.edu.

Theatre merges with Visual
Arts and Dance

The Florida State University
Board of Trustees has approved a
new name for FSU’s burgeoning
arts treasure trove previously
known as the School of Visual Arts
and Dance. Now, on the heels of a

By Dave Fiore

Former Florida State Univer-
sity football player David Castillo
was named as a finalist for the 2005
Draddy Trophy, during his senior
season this past October. Also
known as the “academic Heis-
man,” the trophy recognizes the
top scholar-athlete in the nation. It
comes with a scholarship that re-
quires at least a 3.0 grade-point av-
erage, outstanding ability as a first-
team player, demonstrated strong
leadership and citizenship.

Rudy Niswanger of Louisiana
State University became the Drad-
dy Trophy’s 16th recipient on Dec.
6. As a finalist, Castillo was award-
ed an $18,000 postgraduate schol-
arship that he hopes to apply to-
ward medical school.

faith and his family and friends. He
has had amazing success here. I am
blessed to have played for a man
like him and be part of this univer-
sity for six seasons.”

Offensive line coach Mark
McHale said the team was just as
fortunate to have Castillo’s influ-
ence and ability on the field and in
the locker room. 

“David was one of our team
captains, which says a lot, since the
players voted for him. He is intel-
ligent and is an outstanding
leader,” McHale said. “We are go-
ing to miss him dearly. He was our
nucleus, and the glue that held us
together up front.”

While more school is definite-
ly in Castillo’s plans, he has not
completely given up hope that
there also may be some football in
his future. 

“I am looking into going pro,”
he said. “My surgeries have
dropped my draft status, but there
is some interest out there for my in-
telligence, leadership and experi-
ence. Playing in the NFL has al-
ways been a dream of mine. If the
door was opened, I might pursue
it, but I’m not banking on it. That’s
why I’m planning on medical
school.”

Castillo is the seventh Nation-
al Football Foundation postgradu-
ate scholarship winner from FSU,
which has more than all other ACC
schools combined. Past award re-
cipients include current NFL play-
ers Chris Hope, Chris Weinke and
Derrick Brooks. 

personal freedom.
“You have to make sacrifices.

In college, a lot of my friends and
teammates would go out, and I
would stay home and study some-
times for a big exam until 3 or 4 in
the morning,” he said. “And then
I would have to get up by 6 o’clock.
Sometimes you have to sacrifice to
get what you want.” 

While he has tasted success on
the field at FSU, there have been
disappointments, and more than a
few injuries. 

“Personally, I have had a lot of
ups and downs with all my in-
juries. Since my freshman season in
2000, everyone on our team has
seen a lot of adversity — the death
of a teammate (Devaughn Dar-
ling), injuries and losing games in
a way that this team was not used
to,” he said. “That helps everyone
overcome adversity and develop
character. Every good team needs
to go through that. As young as
this team is now, when they are
juniors and seniors, they are going
to get over the hump and be com-
peting for national champi-
onships.”

While those goals eluded him
as a player, Castillo said that the
lessons he learned as a member of
the team did not. 

“The greatest thing I will take
from my experience playing foot-
ball at Florida State is what I have
learned from Coach Bowden — es-
pecially his priorities for life,” he
said. “He will always tell you that
football is third for him, behind

a second degree in dietetics, and
hopes to begin medical school in
the fall. 

He said being named a Drad-
dy finalist is a real honor. 

“People usually think about
us as athletes, and they don’t think
of us as students,” he said.  “It is a
tremendous honor to be named
among those who are great athletes
and great students.”

Achieving success in the class-
room can be difficult for any stu-

dent, much less
one with a pre-
med curricu-
lum, and what
is essentially a
full-time job.
Castillo said his
formula is tried
and true. 

“I have al-
ways known
my priorities
and what is im-
portant,” he
said. “I am
blessed to have
a mom who in-

stilled that. My brother and I both
played sports, and when we
would come home after school, we
were not allowed to play or be with
our friends until our homework
was done. We would sit at the
kitchen table and get it done first.
She laid a solid foundation early in
our lives.”

He said that foundation was
put to the test in a college environ-
ment that allowed for much more

This is the
most recent of
many honors rec-
ognizing the 6-
foot-2-inch, 304-
pound center’s
combined skills
on the field and in
the classroom.
Castillo is a three-
time academic All-Conference se-
lection, won an All-ACC Honor-
able Mention this year, and was
voted a 2005 ESPN The Magazine
Second Team Academic All-Amer-
ican.

Castillo was a member of the
FSU football team for six seasons,
including two medical redshirt
seasons to begin his career. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in exer-
cise science in 2004, is working on

From coun-
try to jazz, from
dance to theatre,
the eighth sea-
son of Seven
Days of Open-
ing Nights, Feb.
16-28, 2006, of-
fers a spectacu-
lar array of world-renowned
artists and performers. The annu-
al festival is produced by Florida
State University and sponsored by
a host of educational and commu-
nity partners.

Live music performances in-
clude American icon Willie Nelson
(sponsored by Capital City Bank);
five-time Grammy Award-win-
ning singer/songwriter Al Jar-
reau; jazz musicians Pat Metheny
TRIO w/Christian McBride and
Antonio Sanchez; and
musician/storyteller Arlo
Guthrie’s “Alice’s Restaurant
Massacree 40th Anniversary
Tour.”

Pulitzer Prize-winning au-

thor Richard Russo;
writer and storyteller
Garrison Keillor’s “Lake
Wobegon Days”; actors
Roscoe Lee Browne and
Anthony Zerbe in
“Behind the Bro-
ken Words,” a cel-
ebration of 20th

century poetry and drama
at Tallahassee Community
College; a dance perform-
ance by PHILADANCO;
and MOMIX “Passion,” a
multimedia performance
by dance illusionists.

Among the special musical
features are a PRISM: Special Edi-
tion II concert featuring FSU bands
and ensembles in a surround-
sound setting, and PRI’s From the

Top,
broadcast
live from
FSU (made
possible by

the National
Endowment for
the Arts, the

‘Seven Days of Opening Nights’ offers a variety of artists and performers

Castillo is named a finalist for the 2005 Draddy Trophy

David Castillo, #63, in action

David Castillo

Massachusetts Cultural Council
and the PRI Program Fund). 

From the Top host Christopher
O’Riley returns for a second ap-
pearance as he joins the FSU Uni-
versity Symphony Orchestra
(sponsored by Legacy Toyota).

Opening the festival are an art
exhibit and reception at the FSU
Museum of Fine Arts. The exhibit,

“High Roads, Low Roads: An-
thems, Dirges, Myth,” reflects the
shape of the American highway in

print, sculpture and photography.
Several other art openings around
town are also on tap for the festi-
val’s opening night.

Also on the Seven Days sched-
ule are the traditional family-
friendly Saturday Matinee of the
Arts; another family-friendly per-
formance with singer/songwriters
Dan Zanes and Friends; arts semi-
nars, and much more.

Benefits of the Seven Days fes-
tival extend beyond performances
alone; artists and performers offer
master classes, community forums
and other educational opportuni-
ties for students and arts lovers at
all levels. Discounted series tickets
(four or more events) are available.
For schedule and ticket informa-
tion, call 850-644-6500 or see
www.sevendaysfestival.org. All
performances are subject to change.

For information on becoming
a member and special supporter of
Seven Days of Opening Nights, call
850-644-7670 or visit www.seven
daysfestival.org.

Anthony Zerbe and Roscoe Lee Browne 

Willie Nelson

PHILADANCO

By Fran Conaway
University Communications

Marking the 155th anniversary
of its founding, Florida State Univer-
sity’s Heritage Day celebration Jan.
27-28 featured several events that
showcased the university’s architec-
ture, precious memorabilia and fac-
ulty.

A major feature of the celebra-
tion was the formal dedication of the
new Suwannee Room. Constructed
in 1913, the William Johnston Build-
ing served for more than 60 years as
the university’s dining hall, not on-
ly feeding all students, but incorpo-
rating a bakery, creamery and can-
nery. By the 1970s, though, the his-
toric dining area had fallen into dis-
repair and the building was used for
many other purposes. Now, renova-
tion has returned it to its architectur-
al glory, while providing modern
food service for students, faculty and
staff.

The event featured a special

tribute to the “Dining Hall Girls” of
Florida State College for Women,
scholarship students who worked in
the facility to finance their education.

Spotlighting the importance of
preserving documents and historic
items in the wake of disasters like
Hurricane Katrina, the first edition
of the “FSU Heritage Roadshow”
brought together extraordinary uni-
versity memorabilia and experts on
their historic and economic value for
lively discussion.

The Heritage Roadshow con-
cept developed from the work of
FSU’s Heritage Protocol Committee,
which aims to identify, locate and
catalog the “historic treasure trove of
artifacts, landmarks, memorabilia,
papers and photographs that facul-
ty and students created while on
campus.” Whether currently owned
by the university or still in the hands
of alumni and others, the Heritage
Protocol is working to discover and
document these historic items for a
virtual museum.

unique Master Craftsman Program,
honors FSU’s Lawton Distinguished
Professors. The designation, estab-
lished in 1981, is the highest honor
FSU faculty can bestow on a col-
league.

available for meetings of Seminole
Clubs and other groups.

Also on the Heritage Day agen-
da was the unveiling of a new
obelisk on Landis Green. The mark-
er, created through the university’s

The “FSU Heritage Roadshow”
was taped for viewing on the “FSU
Headlines” television program,
which is aired in Tallahassee on 
WFSU-TV and FSU-4 and statewide
on Sun Sports. The tape also will be

Heritage Day 2006 served up memories, restored dining hall
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By Dave Fiore

Members of the Florida State Universi-
ty Class of 1956 are about to move up in the
world of alumni recognition. And they are
planning quite a party to celebrate the occa-
sion. 

In celebrating their 50th reunion, the
class will receive “emeritus” status, and join
all the classes before them from both FSU and
the Florida State College for Women as mem-
bers of the Emeritus Society.

The reunion will be held over a long
spring weekend,  keeping a tradition that
started in 1979 — around the time Bobby
Bowden started winning football games, and
the homecoming activities became too
crowded. This year, the festivities are sched-
uled for April 6-10, adding to an already busy

weekend that includes the Flying High Cir-
cus homeshow and the Garnet and Gold
spring football game. 

“Every year, we plan a reunion for the
Emeritus Society, and the class celebrating
their 50th,” said Karen Detrick-Ellis, the di-
rector of alumni programs for the FSU Alum-
ni Association. “Each group holds separate
events, then meets up on Saturday night to
welcome the 50th reunion class into the soci-
ety.”

Scheduled activities for the Class of ‘56
include a number of mini-reunions on Thurs-
day, campus tours and a ’50s-themed party
at Dodd Hall on Friday night. On Saturday,
the group will take a tour of the new athlet-
ics facilities, have lunch in the President’s Box
at Doak Campbell Stadium, and pick be-
tween the spring football game and the cir-

cus. Saturday night will culminate with a
dinner at the Alumni Center and the formal
invitation to join the Emeritus Society.

The Emeritus group also has a full week-
end planned that includes a Friday night
cocktail party at the home of FSU President
T.K. Wetherell and his wife, Ginger.

Alumni Association President Barry
Adams said that anytime you can bring peo-
ple back to campus, it makes a difference to
those individuals and to the institution.

“It establishes a tradition and affirms
that the past is important to the future,” he
said. “One of the Alumni Association’s pri-
mary goals is to open up opportunities for
alumni to return to campus on a regular ba-
sis.”

Adams, who has worked with alumni
for 29 years at three institutions, said that

when people who aren’t really “reunion peo-
ple” come to a 50th reunion, they are often
surprised by what they find.

“They always get a new respect and ap-
preciation for what the institution has be-
come, and where it is going,” he said. “They
like that they were a part of what shaped
that.” 

He said you might think they would al-
ways be talking about old times, but there is
as much discussion about the future and
what is to come.

“It is uplifting,” Adams said. “Reunions
are celebrations to be with friends and con-
nect to the institution that is not exactly like
you remember it.”

For more information about the Class of
1956 reunion, visit www.bobstuke.com
/class56.htm. 

By Dave Fiore

Growing up, Florida State University
women’s basketball Coach Sue Semrau was
the kind of basketball player who depended
on her preparation and understanding of the
game — more than her natural athletic gifts
— to be successful. 

She was the kind of player who most of-
ten ends up in coaching.

“I was a short kid, so I had to have the
passion, drive and a strong work ethic. And
those are the things that eventually drove me
into coaching,” Semrau said. “It certainly
was not because I was an exceptional ath-
lete.”

It turns out that being 5 feet, 5 inches tall
without Sheryl Swoopes-like moves has
worked out OK for the warm and engaging
Semrau, as she has found great success in her
coaching career. After the 2004-05 season,
which included a 24-8 record and a trip to the
second round of the NCAA Tournament,
Semrau was named Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence Coach of the Year — for the second time
in her career.

When she took the reins of an FSU team
in 1997 that had gone winless in the confer-
ence the year before, Semrau knew it would
be a challenge to build a winner, but she al-
ready had experience rebuilding teams at the
University of Wisconsin and Northern Illi-
nois University. As an assistant coach, she
helped both schools to tournament appear-
ances and 20-win seasons.

She is currently in her ninth season at
FSU, and was rewarded at the beginning of
the season with a contract extension through
the 2008-09 season. 

Coaching is serving Semrau well —
even though she did not plan on pursuing
the demanding career after college. The Seat-
tle native played basketball, soccer and soft-
ball through high school, and got her first job
in athletics working in public relations for a
professional soccer team, after earning her
degree in communications from the Univer-
sity of California, San Diego.

She quickly realized that public relations
was not a good fit. 

“The written word is made for the mass-

es, but I wanted to be out in the masses,” she
said. 

Semrau returned to school to work on
her master’s in athletic administration at the
University of Southern California, and start-
ing coaching basketball and soccer at a near-
by Division III school to help make ends
meet. 

“I really enjoyed the first couple of years
coaching, and after I graduated, I needed to
make some more money, so I found an assis-
tant athletic director position where I contin-
ued to coach basketball.”

Semrau’s official title at FSU is head
women’s basketball coach, but she will tell
you that her job extends beyond the game. 

“I really have two goals as a coach,” she
said. “First is the development and growth
of our young people. This laboratory we’re
in uses a hardwood basketball court and a
leather ball. We teach them that they are a

person first, then a student, and finally, an
athlete. We strive for excellence in each area,
and work on developing the tools for growth
in each. It is also my job to put together a
competitive basketball team on the court that
this university and this community can be
proud of, and are excited about.”

Both of those goals were put to the test
last season as tragedy struck the team before
the season started. Promising sophomore
Ronalda Pierce, 19, died in June 2004 from an
aortic rupture brought on by a rare and un-
diagnosed genetic disorder, Marfan’s Syn-
drome. In addition, former Parade All-Amer-
ican and Atlantic Coast Conference all-rook-
ie team member, Shante Williams, an-
nounced she would miss the season because
she was pregnant. 

The potentially devastating circum-
stances taught Semrau and her team a lesson
in dealing with adversity. 

“What I learned most from last year is
that there is a blessing in everything. As
much as Ronalda’s death cut to the core of
the team, we developed an inner strength
that we would not have had otherwise,” she
said. “There is not a book on how to lead
through that. With the support around me,
we were able to get through it. We’re still not
over the hurt, but we did get through it. We
just said, ‘We are going to lock arms, and not
go around it, but go through it together.’”

Semrau said her faith played an impor-
tant role during that time — as it does every
day.

“In my faith, I rely on God, and that
builds my character. I want to be someone
younger players want to follow — my value
system, humility and character,” she said.
“God strengthens me, and if the players see
something they want to follow, then great. I
do not verbally impart my faith, but if they
want to know more, they can ask. I stress ser-
vant leadership — a model that stresses a
willingness to serve others in their leader-
ship.” 

Semrau said coaching at FSU comes
with the added benefit of becoming part of
the FSU family.

“The best part of coaching at Florida
State is being part of the ‘Seminole nation.’
There is a real family camaraderie,” she said.
“They love the Seminoles, and they share that
connection across the state and the country.” 

That connection is even stronger since
T.K. Wetherell became the university’s pres-
ident, according to Semrau. 

“He went to FSU, was an athlete here,
left, gave back to the university, and then
came back. When the leader loves the univer-
sity and demonstrates the loyalty he places
here — that is contagious.”

Not surprisingly, she said the most re-
warding part of her job is following the lives
of former players as they develop into suc-
cessful adults.

“It is great watching players five and 10
years down the road, and feeling like I am ex-
periencing their success with them,” she said.
“It is a joy watching players grow — some as
players, but others as women, wives and
moms.” 

Class of ’56 to reunite during Emeritus Weekend

Successful Semrau scores through ‘servant leadership’ Days’ artistic union inspires creative marriage
By Suzanne Smith Arney

Gary and Mary Day met in a painting
studio at Florida State University — hers.  

“I turned around and there was this
stranger … in my space,” Mary (B.A. ’73,
M.F.A. ’75) said.  

“She threw me out,” Gary (M.F.A. ’76)
said with a chuckle.  

Thirty years later, they share a marriage
and parallel art careers, but never studio
space. Occasionally, they share exhibitions, as
in the show at Hillmer Art Gallery, College
of Saint Mary, in Omaha, Neb., this past Sep-
tember. Gary’s digital ink jet prints and video
installations mine the world of ideas; Mary’s
emotion-driven abstract paintings explore
the human condition.

For the past decade, Gary has won-
dered, “What does a body of knowledge look
like? What happens when you put informa-
tion together visually?” He is fascinated with
the ideas of Athanasius Kircher, the 17th-cen-
tury “Master of a Hundred Arts.”  

In 2004, Gary collaborated with two col-
leagues to create an intermedia installation,
“Liber lucis et umbra” (“The Book of Light
and Shadow”). He used animation to bring
Kircher’s writings and designs to life. The
Hillmer Gallery exhibit included stills from
this endeavor, others from “La Caixa” (anoth-
er digital series), and prints representing
work from the past five years. This April,
Gary will have the opportunity to explore
Kircher’s legacy firsthand during his residen-
cy as visiting artist at the American Acade-
my in Rome. All of these experiences con-
tribute to a developing video game, “The
Knowledge Engine,” based on the same sub-
ject. Naturally, someone whose medium is
CGI (computer-generated imagery) has a

Web site: avalon.unomaha.edu/gday.
Mary’s drawings are process oriented, a

lesson she absorbed at FSU. She credits pho-
tographer Timo Pajunen with “teaching me
to look,” as well as FSU painting Professor
Trevor Bell for creating an environment
where one’s natural inclinations could blos-
som. Charcoal is a medium she prefers, re-
defining monochromy with dynamic shad-
ing. A series of small, acrylic paintings on
canvas were included in the September 2005
show, along with her drawings. Their vibrant
circular forms in light-reflecting raw sienna
embody the rhythms of life. 

Being married to someone in the same
discipline, both agree, is supportive.  

“It ‘ups’ my game completely,” Mary
said. “Gary inspires me to be and do more.
We can really understand what the other per-
son is experiencing.”

Each has a studio at home. Gary’s is

compact, with crowded bookshelves and
multiple computers. On the wall over his
desk are two lenticular (shaped like a bicon-
vex lens) prints from “Liber lucis et umbra.”
Mary’s space is open, flowing, with islands
of work in progress. Their living area is clean-
ly contemporary and uncluttered, despite the
books, artwork, family photos and travel me-
mentos that reflect their life. Jewel, an Aus-
tralian shepherd, keeps a cautious eye on
their comings and goings.  

Gary and Mary married and moved to
Omaha following completion of their MFA
programs at FSU. Since then, they have won
the respect of the community for their art and
their teaching careers: Gary at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska-Omaha, and Mary at Metro-
politan Community College.

Both participate in public art projects as
artists, teachers and patrons. Last summer,
Mary unveiled a memorial installation,
“Conversation with Roberta,” at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center; painted a

bright bus bench as part of
the Bench Marks project;
and collaborated on Om-
aha’s Cultural Quilt.  

“Public art is vital to
the fabric of the commu-
nity,” she said.

As a professor at the
University of Nebraska-
Omaha, Gary has seen
shifts in teaching styles
since beginning there in
1979. “Students are
younger now, and course-
work is more structured,”
Gary said. “Drawing
skills are more important
than ever because com-

puters require precision.”  
Gary described marriage to a fellow

artist as “advantageous in terms of support,
conversation and like interests.” He reads
Borges; she reads Rumi. He admires Jan van
Eyck; she esteems Agnes Martin. He wields
a computer mouse; she holds a pencil. In their
studios, each addresses ageless questions and
creates visual responses. It is in their shared
dedication to their work and respect for each
other that they find common ground.

Alumni Associations have been devel-
oping ways to congregate alumni, families
and friends since the first organization was
created at Williams College in the 1840s. At

first, the development of gatherings around
commencements and reunions were popular
venues. As university alumni spread out
across the country, local clubs and chapters
began springing up, with a sizeable number
of prominent associations sponsoring groups
by the late 19th century. Then, as the popu-
larity of athletic contests began to grow,
alumni began to pile on trains in one city and
follow their teams to another location, often
staying in hotels and perhaps taking in a mu-
seum or play the day before. On game day,
they managed to build an anxiety still char-
acteristic of Americans today. I’m told that

clicks of your mouse, you can discover a
world of rentals and resorts available at
amazingly low prices. If you are able to make
spur of the moment decisions, you can save
substantially on the costs of rentals and or
lodging, all while relaxing in the mountains,
on a beach or in a foreign country.

The final leg on our three-legged travel
stool is a Personal Vacation Club offering that
opens a window for planning your next trip,
and it can be practically anywhere. The mag-
ic of this service is that you will be offered
benefits and opportunities not available to
the general public, and you can be an inde-
pendent traveler or one who buys into some
more structured journey. Either way — or via
our own specialized alumni tours and rental
— alumni, families and friends can realize
immediate benefits.

From the weekend train expeditions to
today’s luxurious resorts along the Mediter-
ranean, and from educational lectures on Ital-
ian winemaking to searching out the “big
five” in Eastern Africa, the FSU Alumni As-
sociation has made it a small world, after all.
Want more information? Go to www.alum
ni.fsu.edu and click on Alumni Tours and
Travel. 

The FSU Alumni Association’s Tours
and Travel Program is still building a reper-
toire. For 2006, there are some really exciting
destinations in store for those who are look-
ing to travel with some other Seminoles.
There were alumni on the Amazon voyage,
and some adventurers on the Egyptian dis-
covery package. There are a number of alum-
ni and friends already anticipating the beau-
ty of the waterways in Holland, and the Sici-
ly Alumni Campus Abroad offering is near-
ing a full enrollment (for our campus abroad

tours we limit availability to
20 to 30 passengers).  But go
ahead and scan the rest of
the list … a Northern Cali-
fornia Cruise, an education-

centered program in Dordogne, an inde-
pendent traveler opportunity in Switzerland,
a cruise on the Rhine, a summer week in
Provence, and a safari (photos only) in exot-
ic Kenya. All of it planned with care, coordi-
nated by companies that specialize in alum-
ni association travel and sponsored by your
Alumni Association.

Now go back to the Tours and Travel
page. Click down to the University Alumni
Travel Benefits icon.  There, again with a few

the tradition of tailgating has its roots on the
floorboards of horse-drawn buggies and ear-
ly automobiles.

Though associations sponsored occa-
sional trips and tours in the early 20th centu-
ry, the popularity of alumni travel programs
rose phenomenally in the early 1950s. With
the ending of World War II, Americans were
developing a savvy interest in international
destinations and were starting to trust com-
mercial flying as the best way of getting there.
Thus alumni association travel programs be-
gan to emerge, and many
university organizations be-
gan offering multiple tours
for their members. Today,
some of the associations that
began those early programs are rolling out
itineraries that can take their alumni to 40 or
50 destinations a year!  

To see how the programs are evolving in
the beginning of the 21st century, fire up your
computer and go to the FSU Alumni Associ-
ation’s Web site (www.alumni.fsu.edu), and
click on Alumni Tours and Travel.  There, you
will discover that traveling with us, or be-
cause of us, or through us, is only a few clicks
away.

Tours and Traveling—Getting onboard just a few clicks away

Barry
Adams
President
Alumni Association

Mary and Gary Day

“Wheel” by Gary Day

“Acts of Helplessness” by Mary Day
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which patients of all ages participated in tests
designed to gauge the value and versatility
of music as medical therapy.

Jayne Standley, the architect of FSU’s
medical music therapy outreach program,
talks about an idea that has grown to become
a model for revolutionizing neonatal health
care — if not hospitalization for all ages — in
the world.

“We set out to be the international
demonstration project for showcasing the
benefits of music therapy for hospital pa-
tients,” Standley said. “And now, we’re gen-
erally recognized as the pioneer for using
music therapy with premature infants.
There’s a great deal of national interest in
what we’re doing. We like to think our pro-
gram here is the top program in the country
— certainly the top medical music therapy
program in the U.S.”

Standley is careful to make the distinc-
tion between FSU’s specialty — applying
music therapy directly to patients in a real
hospital setting — and what most other pro-
grams do, which is primarily to emphasize
work with emotionally and mentally dis-
turbed children in homes and schools, and
with the elderly, typically those suffering
from Alzheimer’s disease.

“We’re the only degree-granting music
therapy program in the country that runs a
medical program. We do the most research
in the field of music therapy and most of the
medical research (in the field), too. We com-
bine student training, research and clinical
services together — that’s what makes us
unique.”

“We now have doctors who make ‘stat’
(hospitalese for now) referrals on the loud-

speaker system for music thera-
pists. It never occurred to us that
the doctors would get it so well,
but they have.”

Aside from their highly spe-
cialized work with “preemies,”
FSU-trained music therapists cov-
er the field, or try their best to,
Standley said. It’s common for
Tallahassee Memorial’s cancer pa-
tients, pre- and post-operative pa-
tients of all ages, anxious children
facing various medical proce-
dures, and even Alzheimer’s and
psychiatric patients to be treated
by guitar-wielding therapists at
some point during their hospital
stays.

Still, the program’s biggest
successes have come from work
with premature infants, generat-
ing a remarkable track record in
research that led to the creation of
the aforementioned infant/child
institute. Dr. Rick McArthur, a
thoracic surgeon and chief med-
ical officer at Tallahassee Memor-
ial, said he has watched how mu-

sic therapists work within the hospital for
several years, but has highest praise for what
he’s seen in the neonatal unit.

“The music therapists are very busy
people here, but the most dramatic results
I’ve seen so far have been in the NICU
(neonatal intensive care unit),” McArthur
said. “Overall, I’ve become very appreciative
of it.”

An entire vein of music therapy — called
neurological rehabilitation — explores the cu-
rious ways the brain handles music in rela-
tion to other stimuli, Standley said.

PAL, an acronym for “pacifier-activated
lullaby,” is a technology developed by Stan-
dley during her work at Tallahassee Memo-
rial in the early 1990s. Still in the testing stage
in 50 other medical settings around the coun-
try, PALdevices demonstrate the innate pow-
er of music over the most instinctual of hu-
man behaviors.

With PAL, infants quickly learn that
something very pleasant happens — lulla-
bies — when they suck. Interestingly, the in-
fants are responding to music as their sole re-
ward for sucking, with no association with
food. The system’s pacifiers are hooked up
only to music control devices, not to bottles
of formula.

The idea is that once infants learn to
suck, they’re soon ready to start feeding
themselves by mouth. 

The PAL system, with its musical treat,
is immensely helpful to infants struggling to
grasp the fundamentals of feeding them-
selves by mouth, Standley said. She hopes
someday to see the devices, patented by FSU,
become as common in neonatal units as heart
monitors.

wide soon will be singing a remarkably dif-
ferent tune. Since 1999, a program in medical
music therapy — the only one of its kind in
the country — has been quietly winning the
hearts and minds of medical professionals
over the still-controversial issue of applying
music to healing.

Premature infants born at Tallahassee
Memorial HealthCare — a large public hos-
pital based near FSU’s campus — get treated
with music as a matter of course. Depending
on what they need most, these babies are el-
igible for a medley of musical services, from
recorded lullabies to live guitar performanc-
es by highly trained music therapists.

It’s all standard operating procedure
within the Infant and Child Medical Music
Therapy Institute, designed and run by re-
searchers based in FSU’s College of Music, in
partnership with the administration of Talla-
hassee Memorial. The institute is the result of
two decades of research at the hospital, in

By Parker Neils

Faced with the rising frequency of pre-
mature and low-weight births, the quest for
effective — and cost-effective — ways to deal
with the phenomenon on a medical level is
ramping up in hospitals from coast to coast.

Interestingly, the most encouraging ap-
proach to the crisis may be coming from
places far outside the traditional walls of
medicine. Today, the standard medical pro-
cedure for dealing with premature infants —
from the time they’re born until the time they
die or are released from the hospital — is
pretty much a cut-and-dried routine straight
out of ER medicine: intense intervention with
machines and drugs to keep the babies
breathing long enough for their vital signs to
move into the healthy range.

If a team of new medical therapists now
working at a Tallahassee hospital has its way,
practitioners of neonatal health care nation-

By Libby Fairhurst
FSU News and Public Affairs

After mad cow disease was twice detect-
ed in North American livestock in 2003, the
People’s Republic of China banned imports
of all U.S. meat byproducts. The ban’s stag-
gering cost to U.S. agriculture and rendering
industries: 25 percent of all meat-bone-meal
(MBM) exports and nearly $30 million a year. 

A Florida State University food scientist
may hold the key to resumption of that once-
burgeoning trade. In 2004, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the National Ren-
derers Association enlisted renowned re-
searcher Yun-Hwa Peggy Hsieh (pro-
nounced Shay) to change China’s mind. 

If anyone can, it’s likely to be Hsieh. The
College of Human Sciences professor is rec-
ognized worldwide for her patent-pending
immunochemical assays that detect banned
ruminant proteins from cows, deer and sheep

–– the main carriers of
bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy (BSE), better
known as mad cow disease
–– in animal feedstuffs.
Such tests are critical to
more than trade. Undetect-
ed, adulterated MBM used
in feed can infect livestock
and, eventually, human
consumers.

Through meetings and
workshops on both sides of
the Pacific, Hsieh aims to
help lift China’s ban by convincing its offi-
cials to ditch their country’s inefficient so-
called polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test
–– it can’t tell the difference between banned
tissue proteins in animal feeds and allowed
ones such as milk and blood –– in favor of
her rapid and reliable methods. 

In fact, Hsieh’s Reveal Ruminant strip
test kit and MELISA-TEK TM ruminant test

kit already have been widely adopted in nu-
merous international markets. Both the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration and Euro-
pean Commission have evaluated the Reveal

Ruminant test and deemed it the
most sensitive and accurate tech-

nology of its kind. In China, however, it’s still
a tough sell.

“China’s bureaucracy has very little to
do with pure science,” Hsieh said. “Chang-
ing their current policy on testing imported
animal meal products requires aggressive
strategies, including education and politics.”

So at the behest of the National Render-
ers Association and the USDA, Hsieh has tak-
en her technology on the road. She has
logged four trips to China, most recently last
June and in November, meeting with the
Ministry of Agriculture and General Admin-
istration of Quality, Inspection and Quaran-
tine in Beijing and with other officials across
the country. For scientists, Hsieh conducted
national training workshops on animal feed
testing using commercial immunoassays
based on the ruminant-specific antibodies
she developed. Better assays are essential

tools for fair trade, notes Hsieh. Otherwise,
she says, even if the Chinese lift current trade
restrictions, U.S. exporters still would face
costly delays at China’s ports because of its
PCR test’s false-positives, which stymied
MBM shipments well before the 2003 ban. 

Closer to home, College of Human Sci-
ences Dean Penny Ralston declares Hsieh a
major boon to the college’s world-class de-

partment of nutrition, food and exercise sci-
ence. 

“It is faculty of this caliber who helped
lift us into the top-10 rankings of human sci-
ences programs nationwide,” Ralston said of
the distinguished alumna, who earned her
doctorate in food science from FSU in 1987
and returned as a professor in 2003 after a
decade at Auburn University. Hsieh current-
ly holds a total of eight patented or patent-
pending technologies and has been an invit-
ed speaker at more than 50 national and in-
ternational conferences.

“Not only is Dr. Hsieh a remarkable
scholar, teacher and researcher, she also plays
a vital role in international trade relations,”
Ralston said. 

That role first began in 2002. Chinese of-
ficials then were concerned primarily with
preventing the introduction of scrapie dis-
ease –– like BSE a member of the transmissi-
ble spongiform encephalopathy (TSE) fami-
ly but spread exclusively through infected
ovine (sheep) byproducts. They initially
agreed to consider the merits of Hsieh’s
Rapid Reveal test for BSE adulteration if she
also developed a new assay specifically for
detection of bovine material. That research
currently is under way in Hsieh’s FSU labo-
ratory.

Meanwhile, other efforts have already
paid off. In 2004, Hsieh was invited to give a
special presentation at the USDA-China BSE
Summit in Washington, D.C., where she
again reassured Chinese officials that the
United States had an effective ruminant test
to ensure animal feed safety. Soon after-
wards, China announced the lifting of some
bans, though trade restrictions on ruminant
animal materials in MBM feeds remain.

China’s progress toward adoption of op-
timal testing methods –– which could restart
free-flowing non-ruminant MBM trade
through accurate detection of contamination
from ruminant protein –– has been positive,
but slow, acknowledges Hsieh. For now, the
Chinese still employ the problem-plagued
PCR test for BSE surveillance. Nevertheless,
despite bureaucratic inertia, changing atti-
tudes offer hope even to beleaguered U.S.
beef exporters. 

“During my last two trips to China,
workshop participants were very enthusias-
tic and showed a great desire to learn,” Hsieh
said. “After the November workshop, the
National Renderers Association’s manager in
Asia asked the two U.S. diagnostic compa-
nies marketing my ruminant-protein detec-
tion kits to register their products with the
Chinese Ministry of Agriculture, where they
will be evaluated for future official use and
marketing in China.”

That’s good news for Hsieh, but still
warrants cautious optimism. 

“The association has warned me that my
services will be called upon again in the fu-
ture,” she said.

Food scientist is lead scholar in trade negotiations with China

Peggy Hsieh

New methods of treating premature infants bring out the band

Jayne Standley

Peggy Hsieh

Jayne Standley

From musical medicine to food safety: Making life more livable
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Charlie 
Barnes
Executive Director
Seminole Boosters

By Barry Ray
FSU News and Public Affairs

Florida State University student-athlete
Garrett Johnson already had compiled a most
impressive list of accomplishments, both
within the classroom and on the field of play.
But on Nov. 21, he added an achievement that
belongs right at the top of the list: He was
named a Rhodes Scholar.

Johnson, 21, a Tampa native and a grad-
uate student studying public administration
at FSU, was one of only 32 college students
from throughout the United States who was
chosen for Rhodes Scholarships for the 2006
academic year. He was recognized for his ac-
complishment at an FSU news conference fol-
lowing the announcement.

“All of us within the FSU community are
tremendously proud of Garrett for what he
has accomplished throughout his collegiate
career,” FSU President T.K. Wetherell said at
the news conference. “The Rhodes Scholar-
ship merely confirms what we have known
all along — that this is a tremendous young
man with a very bright future ahead of him.
He has represented us well, and we’re hon-
ored that he selected FSU as his academic
home for both undergraduate and graduate
studies.”

“I really don’t know how to respond,”
Johnson said of winning the scholarship, as
well as the subsequent attention it brought.
“I’m overwhelmed by the news. It doesn’t re-

ally resonate with me now. I’m
just trying to soak it all in.”

During his time at FSU,
Johnson has amassed a remark-
able record as an athlete and a
scholar. His accomplishments in-
clude:

•Achieving ESPN Academ-
ic All-American status in 2005 as
a track and field athlete — thus
becoming only the second FSU
track and field athlete to receive
the honor;

•Setting several FSU track
and field records in the shot put;

•Coming back from a life-threatening ill-
ness to graduate magna cum laude in just
three years with a double major — in politi-
cal science and English — and to emerge as
one of the top shot putters in the country;

•Receiving the Golden Torch award, giv-
en each year to the FSU student-athlete with
the highest GPA;

•Working part time in the office of Flori-
da Gov. Jeb Bush.

In a statement, Bush congratulated John-
son on his latest achievement.

“This is an honor for Garrett, Florida
State University and all Floridians,” he said.
“Garrett’s achievement in becoming a
Rhodes Scholar demonstrates his leadership,
dedication to public service and commitment
to excellence. 

He is an example to all Florida students

Johnson becomes the sec-
ond FSU student to have been
selected as a Rhodes Scholar.
The first was Caroline Alexan-
der, who received the honor in
1976. Alexander went on to be-
come a successful author; her
books include “The  Bounty:
The True Story of the Mutiny
on the Bounty.”

The Rhodes Scholarships,
oldest of the international
study awards available to
American students, were creat-

ed in 1902 by the estate of Cecil Rhodes, a
British philanthropist and colonial pioneer.
The scholarships provide two or three years
of study at Oxford University in Great Britain.
Oxford is the oldest university in the English-
speaking world and lays claim to nine cen-
turies of continuous existence. As an interna-
tionally renowned center for teaching and re-
search, the university attracts top students
and scholars from around the world.

Johnson said he will focus on develop-
mental studies at Oxford. For the past two
years, he has served on a task force within the
Governor’s Office that examines ways to im-
prove conditions in Haiti.

“I want to focus on better understanding
situations that Third World countries face and
help them develop the economic infrastruc-
ture to fight things like the spread of HIV and
AIDS,” Johnson said of his career aspirations.

who are striving for academic success.”
FSU Athletic Director Dave Hart echoed

those sentiments.
“With the exception of his parents and

family, no one was as proud and happy for
Garrett as I was upon being informed that this
extremely prestigious honor had been afford-
ed him,” Hart said. “Garrett embodies all the
qualities any university seeks in young peo-
ple. He is a mature young man who possess-
es terrific core values as well as leadership
abilities. He is competitive and compassion-
ate. I feel very, very fortunate to have been as-
sociated with a student-athlete, and human
being, who epitomizes the class, values and
priorities that make working with young peo-
ple so gratifying. He has made everyone at
Florida State University extraordinarily
proud today, particularly his peers and oth-
ers within our athletics department.”

Garrett Johnson wins prestigious Rhodes Scholarship
and tied the fourth, and we took great satis-
faction in beating Ohio State and Notre
Dame and LSU and Arizona State and Ne-
braska — all on their own fields.

That string of six seasons in the early
1980s was, in fact, a time very much like to-
day.  Twenty years ago, we yearned for the
even earlier era of Bobby Bowden’s magic.
Today we yearn again, this time for the Dy-
nasty. Asign is wanted; a signal of some kind
to reassure us that Bobby Bowden has built
a program too good to be down for long.

Now, we have our bright crystal foot-
balls back, and I choose to believe that they
are the omen we seek. They are there to light
the way.

We have seen the bright crystal footballs
return, and it has made us hunger for more
of them. The rough patch will turn smooth
and we will be back again.  I believe that we
are much, much closer to sunrise than the
clouds and shadows show.

We’re going back into the light, and
soon. 

spair and dissention, our fans and our play-
ers and coaches showed their mettle. The end
of 2005 brought encouragement and a re-
freshed appetite for the sweetness of glories
past.     

The last time, it took six years to turn for-
tunes around. This time, it may only have
taken five. The span between 1981 and 1986
was a time of disappointing losses to Florida
and Miami and Auburn, and of controversy
over the defense and the offense. But in that
time, we also won three of five bowl games

In uncertain times, we have always
looked for an omen that would signal the

sunrise of a brighter day. I want to believe
that the mysterious return of Florida State’s
National Championship trophies is just the
sign we seek. 

Across the three decades of Bobby Bow-
den’s leadership, we have seen long tracks of
prosperity interrupted only twice by rough
patches of fan upheaval and uneven per-
formance on the field.  

Of course, we are in such a time now.
There are explanations of all sorts for three
losses to unranked teams plus an embarrass-
ing loss to Florida; some explanations are le-
gitimate, some probably not. Yes, other pro-
grams also are hurt by injuries, but most oth-
er winning programs do not endure a run of
catastrophic injuries plus the initiation of two
freshman quarterbacks.

Bowden says that any team can go only
as far as their quarterback can take them. We
have outstanding quarterbacks who under
the normal scheme would not start for two
and three more years. Both of them — Drew
and X — have stout hearts and astonishing
talent, but no experience and no healthy line
to give them the opportunity to learn.

Maybe it shouldn’t be that way. Maybe
different decisions could have been, should
have been made several years ago. I don’t
know enough about real football and real
coaching to say. But what we had before us
in the late season was a team very different
from the confident and strong, young team
that stood at the goal line and whipped Mi-
ami in the opener.

Remember always: This is our team and
these are our kids. They look to us for reas-
surance, our approval and our recognition
that they made the right decision to become
Seminoles. Like us, if they are lucky, they will
remain Seminoles all their life.

I love our fans. I adore our impatient, un-
reasonable, demanding, spoiled fans and I
am solidly one of them. But I also have been
around here for a long time, and I remember
the rough stretch before the Dynasty, and I
remember the even earlier, glorious four
years in the late 1970s when we beat Florida
four years in a row. And I remember 1976,
Bowden’s first year, when 5-6 was an im-
provement over the misery that had come be-
fore.

Those two bright crystal footballs are the
symbolic twin beacons of our greatest era.
Last September in Miami, I thought we were
almost all the way back, warming to the spot-
lights of those beacons again. By November,
the season had darkened and the horizon at
the end of the road looked even darker still.

But instead of the season ending in de-

Looking for brighter days? Trophies’ return keeps hope on horizon
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Find out how you can save on auto and home insurance with 
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®

If you’re not a member of our Group Savings Plus program, then you’re not taking advantage of the

group buying power of the Florida State University Alumni Association. So you could be paying

too much for auto insurance. $327.96 too much!* Just think what you could do with that extra money.

With Group Savings Plus, FSU alumni will enjoy:
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� Additional savings based on your age, driving experience and more**
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� 24-Hour claims service and Emergency Roadside Assistance†

Call now and see just how much you can save. Then start spending your money on something 

a bit more exciting than auto and home insurance!

For a free, no-obligation rate quote, 
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I N  M E M O R I A M
1930-1939

Gertrude Price Katz (B.A.’30), Margaret Smith Storm (B.A.’31), Susie Scruggs Bradford
(B.A.’33), Mary Newman Roberts (A.B.’33), Edna Hoffman Evans (A.B.’34, M.A.’35), Sylvia
Guito Gill (L.I.’35), Janet Cook Anderson (B.S.’36), Helen Young Carlton (B.S.’36, M.S.’55),
Doris Olson Lazarus (L.I.’36), Elizabeth “Betty” Boyd Buzzett (L.I.’37), Mary J. McKay Byrd
(A.B.’37), Marian Herbert Ramsdell Kromberg (L.I.’37), Mildred Seekins Moyer (B.S.’37), Vesta
Inez Bew (A.B.’38), Doris Jones Wells (L.I.’38), Marina Lastra Reby (B.S.’38), Margaret
“Peggy” Knowles Sterling (B.S.’38), Elizabeth McMullen Brooks (B.A.’39), Jean Crawford
Miller (L.I.’39), Shirley Turner Oswald (B.A.’39)

1940-1949
Jean Hamilton Stefee (B.A.’40), Sara Harper McGill (B.A.’41), Mary Ashmore Hartman
(B.S.’42), Jeanne Felkel Matheny (B.A.’42), Olivia Bradley Neel (B.A.’42), Carol Marshall Peirce
(A.B.’42), Mary Cowart Weber (B.M.E.’42), Laura G. Bryan (B.S.’43), Virginia Wainright
Hinte (B.A.’43), Sally Jo Jackson Hoff (B.S.’44), Clara “Bea” Weaver Richardson (B.A.’46),
Nancy Strauss Whittle (B.S.’46), Clarice Thomas Wood (B.S.’46), Bessie Basford Edwards
(B.A.’47), Marian Turrentine Sykes (B.S.’47), Anna Rivers Boyd (B.S.’48), Stella Ruth Carter
(B.S.’48, M.M.’55), Laura Starbird Morton (B.S.’48), Eula Blank Ouzts (B.A.’48), Frances
Rhodes Sanderson (B.A.’48, M.A.’54), R. LeMoyne Cash (B.S.’49, M.S.’53), Joseph M. Caswell
Sr. (B.S.’49), Margaret Phipps Guilford (B.S.’49), Sara McLamore Hanan (B.A.’49), Malcolm L.
Kneale (B.S.’49), Alice Welch Price (B.S.’49), Mabel Ferguson Shafer (B.S.’49)

1950-1959
Barbara D. Brennan Conner (B.S.’50), Miles Tillman Dean (M.A.’50), Lt. Col. (R) Randell D.
Dodd (B.A.’50), William N. Hilton Jr. (B.M.’50, M.M.’53), Henry C. Lewin (B.S.’50, M.S.’52),
Helen Reid Meredith (B.S.’50), Alvin Hoyt Thompson (M.S.’50), Cornelia Moses Braly
(B.S.’51), Jewell Williams Brock (B.S.’51), Fred A. Barry Jr. (B.S.’52), Shirley Drake Gibson
(B.A.’52), Lelah Womble Smith (M.S.’52), Irwin C. Sonenfield (M.M.’52), Hazel Ready
Coleman Waters (B.S.’52), Ted H. Bixler (B.S.’53), James A. Wilkie (B.S.’53), Emory T. Cain
(B.S.’55), Laura Grace Ellerby Fox (A.B.’55, M.S.’58), Fred L. Herold (B.S.’55), Olin B.
Houghton (M.A.’55), Edna Brock McFatter (B.S.’55), Melba Graddy Strong (B.S.’55),  Lewis
W. Taylor (B.S.’56), Avery O. Vaughn (B.S.’56, M.S.’58), Rev. James W. Lynn (B.A.’57), Faye
English Harding (B.S.’58), Benjamin T. Whitfield (M.S.’58, Ph.D.’68), Ethel Calhoun Forrest
(B.S.’59), Carol Anne Nelson (B.A.’59), Richard A. Waller (B.S.’59, M.S.’61)

1960-1969
John E. Ray (B.A.’60), Robert F. Woodnal (B.S.’60), Benjamin T. George (B.A.’61), Theda
Blanton Harrell (B.S.’61), John G. Hughes Jr. (Ph.D.’61), Col. (R) Herman O. Parsons (B.S.’61),
Maj. Vern L. Peters (B.S.’61), Joyce Wolfgang Williams (B.S.’61, M.S.’65, Ph.D.’69), William
H. George (B.S.’62), Leon Q. Newton (B.S.’62), William Rothstein (Ph.D.’62), Marienne K.
Ketzle French (M.S.’63), Gloria Hunt Shields (B.S.’63), Maxie Lou Thorpe (B.S.’63), J. Griffin
Valdes (B.S.’64), Thomas Davis (B.S.’65), Ralph E. Kickliter (Ph.D.’65), Gary Barfield (B.S.’66),
James M. Kirton (B.S.’66, M.S.’67), Sharon Mixon Borders (B.S.’67), Maj. Robert Brannon
Clay (B.A.’67, M.A.’68), N. Scott Kent (B.S.’67, M.B.A.’71, Ph.D.’79), Thomas B. McConnell
Jr. (B.S.’67, M.S.’72), Wilma J. Reich (M.S.W.’67), James “Butch” H. Riser (B.S.’67), Wilbur F.
Ensey (B.A.’68),  David K. Morgan (B.S.’68), Wallace Risinger (M.S.’68), James R. Williams
(B.S.’68, M.S.’77), Linda West Bridges (B.A.’69), Leonard H. Hellmers Jr. (M.A.’69, Ph.D.’76),
Gloria Grollmus Minor (B.A.’69), Andy J. Patterson (D.M.’69), Stephen R. Schmidt Sr.
(B.S.’69), Douglas H. Smith (B.S.W.’69)

1970-1979
Greg Costello (B.S.’70), Juan A. Diaz (M.A.’70), Nancy Lay (Ph.D.’70), Anne Eddy Maxwell
(M.S.W.’70), George T. Bailey IV (B.S.’71), Charles L. Hicks (B.S.W.’71), Lt. Col. Russell F.
McCallister (M.S. 71), Diane Cannaday Tomanek (M.S.’71), Karen Goff Daniel (M.M.’72),
Frank M. Holloway (M.S.’72, Ph.D.’74), Walter D. Alexander Jr. (M.S.’73, M.B.A.’85), Mark
C. “Buddy” Bane III (B.S.’73), David H. Graham (M.S.’73), Margaret Walker Goss (M.S.’73),
Michael D. Thrift (B.A.’73), Luther C. Smith (J.D.’73), Dean “Rodney” Derbonne (B.S.’74),
Ethel Ingram DuBose (M.S.’74), William W. Hinkley (B.S.’74), Dr. Donald A. Dunlap
(B.S.’74), Rosemary Ward (B.S.’76), David “Rick” Wise (B.S.’76), Marvin W. Mounce
(A.D.V.’78, Ph.D.’81), Robyn J. Stephan (B.S.’78), Albert Kirkland Sr. (E.D.S.’79), Dr.
Lawerence A. Lord (B.S.’79)

1980-1989
James C. Breen (B.S.’80), Michael D. Brown (B.S.’80), Mario F. Fernandez (B.S.’80), George
“Bob” R. Bowers Jr. (Ph.D.’81), Derek R. Groomes (B.S.’81), John M. Lamb (B.S.’82), Bruce E.
Washington (Ph.D.’83), Neal H. Berger (Ph.D.’84), Michael J. Harbin (M.F.A.’85), Richard J.
Linehan III (B.S.’87), Michael L. Marshall (B.S.’88), Angelique Kapetanaki Zymaris (Ph.D.’88),
Max P. Brown (M.S.’89), Susan C. Smith (M.S.’89), 

1990-1999
Kevan S. Shoemaker (B.A.’93), Steven R. Harvey (B.S.W.’96, M.S.W.’99), Earl S. VanAtta IV
(‘96), Kardama Easterbrook (B.S.’97, M.S.’01), Scott H. Myers (M.S.’97), Amy Marguerite
Davis (B.S.’99)

2000-2006
Angela J. Justiniano (B.S.’02), Erin L. Erxleben (B.A.’04), J. Myrna Reese Gleaton, Melissa Sue
Meyer (B.S.’04), Earl R. Lance (‘05), Christopher J. Mazza (‘05), Matthew A. Schommer (‘05)

FACULTY STAFF
Catherine Marshall Butler, Lisa Corp, Arthur J. Jackson, Joseph T. McGuire, James Mutry, Linda
Charlene Myles, Purvis E. Ponder, Paul C. Ragland, Johnnie M. Davis-Sekiteri

1960
Harold D. Parkman (B.A.) was cited in the
2006 “Best Lawyers of America” list under
Real Estate Law.
Sidney A. Stubbs Jr. (B.S.) has been
appointed Florida State chair  for the
American College of Trial Lawyers.

1965
Owen F. Middleton (M.M.) is the subject of
a doctoral dissertation, “The Music of Owen
Middleton,” by a UCLA doctoral candidate.
Theron L. Trimble Jr. (B.S., M.S.’68)
received the National Council for the Social
Studies Outstanding Service Award, in recog-
nition of his exceptional service to the social
studies profession, Kansas City, Mo. 

1969
Larry Hardy (J.D.) was inducted into the
American Board of Trial Advocates, a national
association whose members are elected
based on high personal character, honorable
reputation and proficiency as a trial  lawyer.

1970
Jerry A. Bush (M.M.) performed a faculty
recital of the music of an FSU alumnus, Owen
Middleton, called “The Piano Music of Owen
Middleton,” University of South Alabama. 
Barbara Diem Hollis (B.A.) earned her
master’s degree in education from Johns
Hopkins University, May 2005. She is an
adjunct  professor of English at Montgomery
College, Rockville, Md.
Paul A. Matson (B.S.) has been appointed
as superintendent of plant operations at
Valencia Community College, Orlando. 
John F. Romano (B.A.) is the recipient of the
Al J. Cone Lifetime Achievement Award, given
by the Academy of Florida Trial  Lawyers.
George L. Waas (J.D.) has been selected for
biographical inclusion  in the 60th Diamond
Anniversary edition of the Marquis “Who’s
Who in America.” Waas is the special counsel
to the attorney general of Florida. 

Chris Henning (B.S.) was promoted to pres-
ident of the retail division at Tempur-Pedic
International, Lexington, Ky.
Micheal C. Tillmans (Ph.D.) was selected to
serve as president for the 2007 term of the
Chicago chapter of the International Society
for Performance Improvement. ISPI is a profes-
sional society of human performance technol-
ogists, instructional designers and evaluators.

Archbold Medical Center, Thomasville, Ga.
Kerensky left his position of professor of med-
icine and director of interventional cardiology
at the University of Florida. 

1982
Thomas Eads (Ph.D.) has opened a new
gallery featuring photography, painting and
sculpture of contemporary artists of the
Southeast, Tallahassee. 

1971
William B. Caudle II (M.A.) has been
appointed to the board of directors of Mid-
South Mediation Services. Cauldle is current-
ly a listed Rule 31 mediator in the 21st and
22nd Circuit Courts of the state of Tennessee.
Joel H. Thayer (M.S., Ph.D. ’79) has been
named chairman of the Francis Marion
University Department of Sociology, Florence,
S.C.
William W. Wicker (A.D.V.M., Ph.D. ’77)
has returned to Louisiana Tech University as
the director of libraries. 

1972
Victoria Box Emmons (B.A.) is vice presi-
dent of public affairs and marketing for
Regional Medical Center, San Jose, Calif. 
Carol Page Gooch (B.S.) is director of com-
munity relations, special projects and contin-
uing education for Cypress Creek and West
Oaks Hospitals, Houston, Texas. 
Keith W. Houck (B.S., M.S.P.’77) received
the Administrators Award for Professional
Excellence by the Florida Association Services
of Community Colleges. Houck is the vice
president of administrative services for
Valencia Community College, Orlando.

1975
Capt. Michael J. Barea (B.S.) was awarded
the Defense Meritorious Service Medal for
meritorious service as air operations officer
while assigned to Joint Task Force/Joint Force
Maritime Component Commander for hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. 

1976
Allen L. Schubert (B.S., M.S.’78) has been
promoted to vice president of strategic plan-
ning with CH2M WG Idaho, LLC. Schubert is
part of a seven-year, $2.9 billion environmen-
tal cleanup by the U.S. Department of
Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory. 

1977
Hoyt E. Matthai (B.S.) was selected as the
vice president of manufacturing of logistics at
American Type Culture Collection.  
Marc C. Wienert (B.A.) co-produced and is
a featured subject in the Jarred Altermann
short film “Mott Music.” 
Joseph J. Wise (B.M.E.) has been named
superintendent of the Duval County Public
Schools.

1978
Betsy Malsberger Wood (B.S.N.) was
awarded the 2005 Maternal and Child Health
Leadership Award by the Florida Public Health
Association.  

1979
Jennifer Kahnweiler (Ph.D.) writes a col-
umn on the Society of Human Resource
Management Web site. The column responds
to reader’s inquiries on the HR Careers section
of the site. 

1980
Judge Cynthia G. Imperato (M.S., J.D. ’88)
participated in a training session in Tampa for
the chairpersons of the judicial nominating
commissions throughout the state. Imperato
was a panelist for the Young Lawyer Section
of The Florida Bar’s “Practicing with
Professionalism Seminar.”
Ralph A. Peterson (J.D.) was chosen as one
of Florida Trend magazine’s “Legal Elite.” 
Jim C. Mayfield (B.S.) has been named
president of Sprint North Supply, a supply
chain integrator serving network service
providers, manufacturers and resellers
throughout North America. 

1981
Dr. Richard A. Kerensky (B.S.) is now serv-
ing as lead physician for cardiac study at

FSU Professor Emeritus William Joseph
Quinly died Oct. 1, 2005. He retired from the
FSU faculty in 1990 after 34 years. 

Quinly came to FSU at the request of
Louis Shores,
past dean of
the Library
School, which
is now the Col-
lege of Infor-
mation. Quin-
ly organized
and served as
director of the
FSU Media
Center, devel-
oping what

became the largest educational film library in
the Southeast. During his tenure, he had ac-
ademic affiliations with the School of Library
Science, College of Education and the Divi-
sion of Instructional Research, Development
and Foundations.  

Quinly, 84, was a native of Kansas City,
Kan., and had lived in Tallahassee since 1956. 

U.S. Army Col. William W. Wood, a
Florida State University alumnus, died in
Iraq on Oct. 27, 2005. After being posthu-
mously promoted to the rank of colonel,

Wood became
the highest-
ranking Ameri-
can casualty of
the Iraq conflict,
according to the
Pentagon.

Wood, 44,
of Panama City,
Fla., was killed
as he was direct-
ing security op-
erations in re-

sponse to the detonation of an improvised ex-
plosive device. During this response, a sec-
ond bomb went off near his position.

Wood was assigned to the Army Nation-
al Guard’s 1st Battalion, 184th Infantry Reg-
iment, Modesto, Calif. Serving in Iraq since
January 2005, he was a lieutenant colonel at
the time of his death.

William WoodWilliam Quinly

William Quinly William Wood
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Are you apprehensive about your estate
plan? Is your will up to date? If you are mar-
ried, is joint ownership all that is necessary? If
you are single, you may feel as though you
don’t even need a plan. 

vested for your chosen heirs. In addition, trusts
are more private than wills and they help avoid
probate. 

6. “My affairs are in good hands.” Al-
though you may have an exceptional lawyer,
do you have an executor or personal adminis-
trator of your will? This fiduciary should have
the experience to gather assets, pay creditors,
manage investments, file tax returns, satisfy
legacies and account to your beneficiaries. If
you create trusts, make sure you have named
a trustee who can prudently manage the trust
assets.

7. “I worry more about myself, not my
heirs.”Agood estate plan should keep in mind
your current needs. One solution for our sup-

essary tax burdens and upset trust plans. For
example, a bypass trust won’t be funded with
property that’s jointly owned. To elude this
problem, consult with your attorney.

3. “I’m single, so I don’t need an estate
plan.” If you are single, then who benefits from
your estate, and in what quantities? What if
you have children or grandchildren to consid-
er? How about other relatives or friends? What
about remembering Florida State University in
your will, or endowing a scholarship or pro-
fessorship to your college? Why not consider
leaving a legacy of your name and your fami-
ly?

4. “My will covers everything.” Actual-
ly, your will may not necessarily cover it all be-
cause your retirement assets may never reach
your intended heirs if you’ve failed to update
beneficiary designation forms. They trump
your will when it comes to passing along your
401(k), IRAs and life insurance policies. Com-
plete new forms so that old forms won’t leave
these assets to a dead parent or ex-spouse. If
you have charitable goals, making FSU the
beneficiary of a retirement plan can cut the tax-
es on your family’s inheritance.

5. “No death tax? Then I don’t need a
trust plan.” Larger exclusions from the feder-
al estate tax diminish the incentive for tax-sav-
ings trusts. Yet, there are numerous family and
philanthropic situations in which trusts remain
valuable estate planning strategies. Long after
your lifetime, your trust plan makes sure your
money will be conserved and prudently in-

As you consider your estate plan, it is im-
portant to be mindful of the common misun-
derstandings that can occur and potentially
cause your family future problems. Below is a
list of just a few mistaken beliefs, along with
ways to avoid them: 

1.“I already have a will.”Unlike antiques
and wine, a will does not improve with age.
Over time, such events as divorce, remarriage,
new additions to the family, new and/or re-
vised tax laws, relocation to another state, and
appreciation of assets and current plans to sup-
port your favorite charitable organizations all
can affect the future distribution of your assets.
Perhaps now is the time to review and update
your will, and begin monitoring it annually.

2. “Everything is in joint name.” Joint
ownership seems ideal because it helps to
avoid probate and expedites the survivor’s ac-
cess. However, joint title also may cause unnec-

Avoid these seven misconceptions of estate planning

Jeffrey
Ereckson
Director
Planned Giving
FSU Foundation

porters is a charitable remainder trust, funded
with highly appreciated long-term stocks that
currently pay out low dividends. You’ll bene-
fit from higher income and a sizable tax deduc-
tion. In addition, a good estate plan should re-
flect your philanthropic goals and personal val-
ues, and this provides you with a vehicle to ex-
press your gratitude to FSU.  

If you have any questions about estate
planning or have an interest in contributing to
FSU, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Our
staff in the Office of Planned Giving would be
more than happy to speak to you regarding
how your estate plan can benefit students at
FSU.  We can be reached at (850) 644-0753, or
at plannedgiving@foundation.fsu.edu. 

The Florida State University Foundation has announced its incoming board mem-
bers for 2006. Christine Jennings is among the 10 new members who began their two-year
term on Jan. 1.

As a well-known businesswoman, Jennings’ career progressed from bank teller to
president, chair and CEO of Sarasota Bancorporation Inc. (Sarasota Bank), which she es-
tablished. In late 2003, her bank merged with Colonial Bancgroup, where she served as
president and director briefly until her retirement in 2004.

In more than 20 years in Sarasota, Jennings has been active in the community.Among
many affiliations, Jennings is on the boards of the John and Mable Ringling Museum of
Art and the Community AIDS Network, and she is past president of the Sarasota Film
Festival.

All board members bring fresh talent and resources necessary to usher Florida State
University into a successful new year, said Marilyn Spores, interim president of the FSU
Foundation.Their expertise, care and concern will ensure FSU’s place as a first-rate uni-
versity, Spores said.

Jennings named to Foundation board

Stay Connected...
The continued success of providing much-needed funds 

for scholarships, eminent chairs, professorships, 
new construction and more depends on your expressions 

of loyalty to Florida State University.

Make Your Gift Online at www.foundation.fsu.edu
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WESTCOTT LAKES AT SOUTHWOOD
BRAND NEW. FORWARD THINKING. CUTTING EDGE.

At Last .. .. ..

t’s time to celebrate!

Westcott Lakes at SouthWood —

an FSU-sponsored Life Fulfilling

Community® — is coming

to Tallahassee.

Designed for adults age 62+,

this dynamic new community will

feature country-club-style living —

coupled with opportunities for

lifelong learning, optimum health

and personal growth. You’ll even

have faculty-like campus privileges

that enable you to audit classes and

have access to research facilities,

libraries, cultural events and sports. 

With a forward-thinking,

advanced approach for the older

adult lifestyle, Westcott Lakes

will provide members with far

more options than traditional

communities. Plus, the security and

assurances that only a true Life

Care program can provide. 

If Westcott Lakes sounds like

something that’s right for you, make

it a priority to find out more.

Call today: 1-866-510-1515.

N O W  A C C E P T I N G  P R IOR I T Y  R E S E RVAT IO N S

FSU ALUMNI CENTER • 1030 WEST TENNESSEE STREET • TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32304-7719
PHONE: 1-866-510-1515 (TOLL-FREE) • WWW.WESTCOTTLAKES.ORG 88

18
1 

PR
A

D
 0

60
2F

ST
P1

I


