
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE GRAl~T OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

THIS ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 
(the "Agreement") is executed on _______ , 2013, by and among the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, an unincorporated nonprofit association (the "Conference"), and each of the 
following entities: (i) Boston College, Clemson University, Duke University, Florida State 
University, Georgia Institute of Technology, University of Miami, University of North Carolina, 
No1th Carolina State University, University of Virginia, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, and Wake Forest University (collectively, the "Current Members"), (ii) University of 
Pittsburgh, .Syracuse.University, .Uni:versity of Notre Dame du Lac, and University of Louisville 
(collectively, the "Accepted Members"), and (iii) any entities that are admitted as new members 
of the Conference hereafter and which become bound by this Agreement by executing a 
signature page or joinder agreement hereto as a condition to such admission (the "Additional 
Members» and, together with the Current Members and Accepted Members, each a "Member 
Institution ' and collectively, the "Member Institutions"). 

RECITALS: 

WHEREAS, the execution and delivery of this Agreement enhances the stability of 
Conference membership, confirms the commitment by each Member Institution to the other 
Member Institutions of the Conference, and thereby provides valuable benefits to each Member 
Institution of the Conference; 

WHEREAS, the Conference has previously entered into the Multi-Media Agreement 
with ESPN, Inc. and ESPN Enterprises, Inc. dated as of July 8, 2010, as amended by the 
Amendment and Extension Agreement dated as of May 9, 2012 (as amended collectively 
referred to as the "Amended ESPN Agreement''); 

WHEREAS, each of the Accepted Members has been accepted for membership in the 
Conference by the Current Members and each Accepted Member has agreed that its membership 
shall be effective on the date specified on its signature page to this Agreement; 

WHEREAS, as a condition to the agreement ofESPN to offer additional consideration to 
the Conference as pait .of a further amendment to the Amended ESPN Agreement (the 
"Additional Amendment"; the Additional Amendment, together with the Amended ESPN 
Agreement, co11ectively, the "ESPN Agreement"), each of the Member Institutions is t·equired to, 
and desires to, irrevocably grant to the Conference, and the Conference desires to accept from 
each of the Member Institutions, those rights granted herein; and 

WHEREAS, the Conference and the Member Institutions desire to have this Agreement 
memorialize their understandings with respect to the matters set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing the covenants set forth 
herein and in the ESPN Agreement, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and 
sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged and agreed, and intending to be legally bound 
hereby, the undersigned each hereby agree with the Conference and with each other as follows: 



L Grant of Rights. Each of the Member Institutions hereby (a) irrevocably and 
exclusively grants to the Conference during the Term (as defined below) all rights (the "Rights") 
necessary for the Conference to perform the contractual obligations of the Conference expressly 
set forth in the ESPN Agreement, regardless of whether such Member Institution remains a 
member of the Conference during the entirety of the Term and (b) agrees to satisfy and perform 
all contractual obligations of a Member Institution during the Term that -are expressly set forth in 
the ESPN Agreement. The grant of Rights pursuant to this paragraph 1 includes, without 
limitation, (A) the right to produce and distribute all events of such Member Institution that are 
subject to the ESPN Agreement; (B) subject to paragraph 7 hereof, the right to authorize access 
to such Member Institution's facilities for the purposes set forth in and pursuant to the ESPN 
Agreement; ( C) the-right of the· Conference or ·its designee · to 'create·and to own · a -copyright of 
the audiovisual work of the ESPN Games (as defined in the ESPN Agreement) of or involving 
such Member Institution (the "Works") with such rights being, at least, coextensive with 17 
U.S.C. 411(c); and (D) the present assignment of the entire right, title and interest in the Works 
that are created under the ESPN Agreement. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this 
paragraph, the grant of Rights pursuant to this paragraph 1 shall not include any rights of a 
particular Member Institution to sports as to which the Conference and such Member Institution 
have agreed, as of the date of such Member Institution's execution of this Agreement or ajoinder 
thereto, that such Member Institution will not participate as a member of the Conference. The 
grant of Rights pursuant to this paragraph 1 shall remain subject to the right to produce and 
distribute, by means of specified media, those events of such Member Institution during the 
Term which are reserved to the Conference and the Member Institution under the ESPN 
Agreement and which may be exercised as permitted by the ESPN Agreement and in accordance 
with Conference policy. Each Member Institution will cause any affiliated entity which has 
previously been granted any interest in the Rights, to grant such interest to the Conference to the 
extent necessary to allow the Member Institution to fully perform all of its obligations under this 
Agreement and provide the Conference with the Rights contemplated hereby. 

2. Copyright Assignment and License. The Conference and each of the Member 
Institutions acknowledge that the Conference owns or will own the copyrights to the Works. 
Each Member Institution hereby grants to the Conference or its designee the right to create a 
copyright Work and, for the entire duration of the applicable event, the copyright in such Works. 
The Conference shall have the right to seek relief under 17 U.S.C. 41 l(c) for any interference 
with the Conferenceis federal copyright ownership interest in the Works created and/or Works to 
be created under the ESPN Agreement. Each Member Institution agrees to cooperate with the 
Conference in any such action, but at the Conference's sole expense. The rights assigned in the 
Works include, but are not limited to, all rights under the United States and/or forejgn copyright 
laws; all reproduction, perfo1mance, display, distribution, and other intellectual property rights; 
the right to modify, distort, or alter the Works and future Works; and all so-called moral rights. 
To the extent moral rights may not be assigned, each Member Institution hereby waives the 
benefit or protection of same. 

3. Execution of Additional Documents. If requested by the Conference, each 
Member Institution hereby agrees to execute and deliver all documents reasonably requested by 
the Conference to effectuate the intent of this Agreement, at the Conference's expense. 
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4. Additional Members. The Conference shall not admit a new member to the 
Conference unless and until (a) such new member agrees to become bound by this Agreement 
with respect to all sports in which it participates as a member of the Conference by executing a 
signature page or joinder agreement hereto as a condition to such admission and (b) grants to the 
Conference pursuant to this Agreement all Rights of such Member Institution with respect to 
such sports. 

5. Term. The "Term" of this Agreement shall begin on the Effective Date and shall 
continue until June 30, 2027. The "Effective Date" means (a) for the Current Members, the date 
first set forth above, and (b) for Accepted Members and Additional Members, the date on which 
the Conference-and a particular Accepted Member or Additional Member have agreed that the · 
membership in the Conference shall become effective in accordance with the Conference's 
Constitution and Bylaws, which date is set forth on the respective signature page hereof for each 
Accepted Member and shall be set forth on the signature page of this Agreement for each 
Additional Member. For clarity, all Accepted Members and Additional Members agree to be 
bound as of their signature hereon even though the term of their membership in the Conference 
has not yet begun. 

6. Acknowledgements, Representations, Warranties, and Covenants. Each of the 
Member Institutions acknowledges that the grant of Rights during the entire Term is irrevocable 
and effective until the end of the Term regardless of whether the Member Institution withdraws 
from the Conference during the Tenn or otherwise ceases to participate as a member of the 
Conference in accordance with the Conference's Constitution and Bylaws. Furthermore, each 
Member Institution represents and warrants to the Conference (a) that such Member Institution 
either alone, or in concert with an affiliated entity that has executed an agreement to be bound by 
the provisions of this Agreement, has the right, power and capacity to execute, deliver and 
perform this Agreement and to discharge the duties set forth herein; (b) that execution, delivery 
and performance of this Agreement and the discharge of all duties contemplated hereby, have 
been duly and validly authorized by all necessary action on the part of such Member Institution; 
( c) that execution and delivery of this Agreement by Member Institution and the discharge of 
duties contemplated herein by Member Institution will not, with or without the giving of notice 
or the lapse of time, or both: (i) violate or conflict with any of the provisions of the charter 
document, bylaws or other governing documents of such Member Institution; (ii) violate, conflict 
with or result in breach or default under, or cause termination of any contract, license, permit or 
other agreement, document or instrument to which Member Institution is a party or by which 
Member Institution may be bound; or (iii) violate any provision of any law, statute, rule, 
regulation, court order, judgment, or decree, or ruling of any governmental authority, by which 
Member Institution is a party or to which Member Institution may be bound; and (d) that 
Member Institution, either alone, or in concert with an affiliated entity that has executed an 
agreement to be bound by the provisions of this Agreement, owns all Rights granted to the 
Conference in paragraph 1 above. Each of the Member Institutions covenants and agrees that (x) 
it will not enter into any agreement that is inco1;1sistent with the provisions of this Agreement, 
and (y) it will not take any action, or permit any action to be taken by others subject to its 
control, including licensees, or fail to take any action, that would affect the validity and 
enforcement of the Rights granted to the Conference under this Agreement. 
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7. Reasonable Access. Without any additional consideration or compensation to the 
Member Institutions, each of the Member Institutions agrees throughout the Term to provide 
ESPN and its sublicensees with reasonable access to its property and facilities, with appropriate 
ingress and egress, parking, facilities, utilities and lighting, and other support and assistance 
reasonably required by ESPN and its sublicensees to exercise the Rights as and to the extent 
provided in the ESPN Agreement. 

8. Miscellaneous. This Agreement may not be modified or amended other than by 
an agreement in writing signed by duly authorized representatives of the Conference and each of 
the Member Institutions that are then members of the Conference. This Agreement may be 

····· ·executed -inmultiplecounterparts and delivered by· electronic or, facsimile transmission, ·· This 
Agreement, together with any substantially contemporaneous agreement between the Conference 
and an affiliated entity of a Member Institution relating to the Rights, sets forth the entire 
understanding of the parties hereto relating to the grant of Rights and related subject matter 
provided for herein and, effective as of the date first set forth above, supersedes all prior 
agreements and understandings among or between any of the parties relating to the grant of 
Rights and related subject matter provided for herein. The Recitals set forth above shall be 
deemed incorporated by this reference into and specifically made part of this Agreement. Should 
any provision of this Agreement be determined to be invalid or unenforceable, such shall not 
invalidate this Agreement, but such provision shall be deemed amended to the extent necessary 
to make such provision valid and enforceable and which as closely as possible reflects the 
original intent of the parties. 

[The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank.] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated: ____ ,2013 

THE CONFERENCE: 

ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 

By:--------------
John D.Sw.offord _ 
Commissioner 

SIGN A TIJRE l' AGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED __ ___, 2013 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated: _____ , 2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

BOSTON COLLEGE 

By: _____ _ 
Name: 
Title: 

SIGN A TlJRE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED --~2013 

-------
--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated: ___ _, 2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 

By: _______ _ 
Name: ·· 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED __ _, 2013 

--------

--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

·Dated:_··· ___ ,2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

DUKE UNIVERSITY 

.. Hy: _______ _ 
Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRAl'IT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED --~2013 

-------

--------



fN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

..... Dated: ___ ~ 2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION; 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY 

. By:-------
Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED ___ , 2013 

-------

--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

···· Dated:_· ___ ,2013 · 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

By:_· ______ _ 

Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED --~ 20l3 

-------

--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member fustitutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 

- By: _____ _ 
Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED --~2013 

-------
--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated:¥ (Ci\, 2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

By: _f_L-~,au;~-.:::s;;:..-" 
Name: 

-'l-l!--IC::.µ,..-=-"'-''---'-'=-1'41/l 

Title: .C.~~'-'-'-.,.._.... __ 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANTOF~TS4REEMENT 

DATED . 2013 
' 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated:· ____ •· , 2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 

By:_ .. ------
Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
A TL ANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RJGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED __ _. 2013 

-------
--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatt.ues below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated: ___ _, 20 l3 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 

By:_--_·-----
Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DA TED ___ , 2013 

-------

---- - ---



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated: ___ ____, 2013 

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

VJRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
AND STATE UNIVERSITY 

By: --------
Name: 
Title: 

SJGNA TURE PAGE TO 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT 

DATED __ _, 2013 

-------
--------



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions have 
duly executed this Agreement as of the date set forth opposite their respective signatures below 
intending to be bound as of the date first set forth above. 

Dated: ___ '----=-'2013 .. -

MEMBER INSTITUTION: 

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 

. By:-_. ------ 
Name: 
Title: 

SIGNATURE PAGE TO 
A TI,ANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
GRANT Or RIGHTS AGREEl\1ENT 

DATED __ __,2013 

-------
--------




